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APPROPRIATIONS- No authority to pay doctor bill of
ELEnmUSYNARY INSTITUTIONS: employee 1n3ured in course of employment,

June 2, 1941

W/

wr. Ira A. Jones

Presldent, uoard ol Managers
State mloemosynary Institutions
Jefferson City, lilssourl

Dear Ir. Jones:

Y@ are in rocelpt of your reguest for an opinion
under date of iiay 23d, wherein you state aa follows:

"About two wmeonths ago a patient at
State Hospital No. 1, Fulton, be-
caiie unuuly escited and attacked a
nurse. ‘‘he nurse was very badly
injured and later uled. The injury
was a head injury sand of course we
do not have any brain surgcons on
our staff. 4 surgeon irom Kansas
City was called, Ie came there and
operatud on the nurse, but could not
save her life. Later he sent a blll
» . for $b00 with a professional ciscount
of 200, leaving a balance of _2bL0.
The member of our Loard who is a
physicilan says that this is nobt an
excesslve charge for sucli an oporae-
tion. Can we legally pay this surgeon
for this operatlion asnd out ol what
fund may we pay itg"

e find no provision in your appropriation act
or in the statutes governing state eleeuosynary institu-
tlons which would suthorize the poard of lanagers to pay
the doctor bills of an employee injured in the course of
employment.,
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Section 19, Article X, of the missouri Consti-
tutlon, provides in part that:

"No moneys shall sver be paid out
of the treasury of thls State, or
any of the funds under its manage-
wment, except In pursusnce of an

appropriation by law; = % & 3 % 3"

It 1s unneesessary that we determine the question
of whether an approprilation allowing the incurring of a
debt by the Board of lianagers in payment of expenses of an
omployee injured in the course of employment, would be
valid, since we find no appropriation act authorizing same,

Vi@ are, therefore, of the opinion that the Board
of Managers of state eleemosynary institutions may not

legall; pay the cost of an operation of an employoe injurod
in the course of employment. -
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ieapectfully submitted,

MAX VASSERMAN
Assistant Attorney-General

APPROVEDS

VANs C. THURLO
(Acting) Atiorney-General
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