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Dear Sir: fﬁ- Af

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
Farch 4, 1941, which 1s as follows:

"I respectfully recuest the opinion
of your department on the question

presented by the following factual

situation: g

"A consolidated school dlstrict in

our county has closed several schools

in the rural area in the district con-
aplidated, The board now wishes to make
some dispositlion of the old school houses
1nasmuch'.as insurance must be pald on
them wher they are idle and inrn~asmuch as
there 1s ‘c-nsiderable depreciation on
the materlels in the bulldings. The
board would like to tear down these old
bulldings and dlspose of them in this
manner 1f such is & perml:=ible course
of actlon. May such action be tsken,
and 1f so, what 1s the proper proceedurse
for the board to take in so doing?"




Mr. Robert P,C.Wilson,III (2) March 24, 1941

From your request we assume that the school ‘district:
in question 18 one organized under the provislons of Section
10487, R, S. Mo.. 1939, and governed by the provisions of
Article V of Chapter 72 of R. S. Mo. 1039,

Section 10471, K. S. Mo. 1939, reads in part as
follows:

4% % #3 and whenever there 1s wilthin
the distrlct any school property that
is no longer required for the use of
the district, the board is hereby
authorized to advertise, sell and cone
vey the same, and the proceeds derived
therefrom shell be placed to the credit
of the building fund of such district."

This provision would seem to authorigze the board of
directors to dispose of any school property that is no
longer r:culred for the use of the school district, We.
alao refer you to Sectlion 10403, R. S+ Mo. 1939, contalned
in the laws applicable to all classes of schools whereln it
18 provided that no "school cite shall be abandoned or
sold until another cite and house are provided for such
school district.! I take 1t that in the present instance
the consollidated district has another schoolhouse in which
inatruction may be glven or they would not have desired to
abandon the bulldings in contemplation.

Under the above provisions it 1s our opinion that the
board of directors of this school district 1s authorized
to sell the bullding and clte of the abendoned schoolhouse,
1f sald bulldings are not now required by the district in-
‘order to carry on 1ty educatlonal program, We see nothing
that would prevent the district from sellling the bulldings
and .cites intact or tearing down an old building and dis-
posing of the materials after destruction, In any event,
1t 1s the sale of the school distrlct's property which the
board 1s authorized to dos '

. Respectfully submitted,
APPROVEDs

LAWRENCE L. BRADIEY
_ Asslstant Attorney General
VANE C. THURLO

(Acting) Attorney Genersl
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