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::;rchm t 1 s and manufac turr.· 
., 1'rozen goods. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Mr. Chr1a, F. Hessler 
County Assessor 
Buchanan County 
st. Joseph# ldssouri 

Dear 0ir: 

June 25 • 1942 

'rh1s is in reply to youriB of recent date whert:"in 

Fl LED 

3tj 

your equest an opinion from this department as follows: 

"The question has come up here in 
:regard to paying Merchants· & Mariu­
faoturer's tax aga.iilst rroten goods. 
Most of the merchants do nOt want to 
pay n tax on frozen goods •; will you 
kindly ·give me an opinion 1 s what to 
do about this 111atter. 11 r 

Under Section 10936 R. s. Mo •• 1939, it is provided th~ 
a tax ~all be levied on all property • real 01 .. :personal 1 ex-
cept such ts.xe s as are exempt under Sec t1on 1093? H. 0. Eo. 1 1 D~?0. 

I 

1Jnder the Conutitution, oertain exemptlona are granted. 
Vie refer to Ulction 6 of Article 1.0. This section !'cads as 
follows: 

"The property, real and personal, o:f 
the State,counties 8nd other municipal 
~orpora.tione, and c~meteries, shall 
be •xempt :from t.axation. Lots· in in­
o..-porated cj,.ties or. towns, or within 
GDe aile of the lbnits of any such city 
.. town, to the extent o:f one acre, 
an4 lota one mile Qr more distant fro.n 
suoh c1t1ea or towns, to the extent 
or five acres, with the buildings thereon, 
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may be e:~6lU..:.JtcC. front e...~ation, 'l:'.r}.l~n 
the sa:.11e aro i.l2Cd exclv.~ively f'or 
religious wor::;h:'L.p, ;for schoolr:., or 
foz· ;;1;.rpor..;os purcl;,l cl'.tnrit£tblc., s.lso, 
sue~::. .;;'ro,£:;orty, 1" cal or ~)Crf..;onal, as 
m.ay be used exclusively for· a ,:.;r1cul­
tural o:c lwlttculturfu societies: 
Provided, that; :::'.lch c:::mi:nptions shell 
be only b~l ~ene1 .. 10.l l.aw • 11 

Section 7 of ;\rticle 10., reuc'lt~ as follov!s: 

11 1~11 1,,.,_,(, ,.,._ .. ""···· ··t~·n-· ~ro:)""·rt""" from 
, .1. t;;i,~'l t:J ....... L~.!.o.o.~J .LJ. 0 j.,...J .~ ... V _J 

taxat,lon, other than the :Jropcrt..,r 
Etbov~ enu.:.uerutod,. shall be void. v, 

n1nee the su~jcct of -;our. in.::ruir:,t dooz not i'nll \7ithin 
t:Lc~:: exem"Jted class 1\tenti,mod i:~ sn.ici 2uct1on 5, cupra, then 
any st&tute wlllch ·rw~.,1.:~ n tte~:l~Y!; to oxeL.:.pt ·-c1:.r other property 
would b0 i:a violation of sa:td ~·.ectlon 7 of trw Constitution. 
In oui' rGsearcll-of the stntut0a, however, vm c:.o ::1ot .:'ind where 
t~uci:_ goods, becau.se of the fn~t thnt they are 11f'rote:n" t'iould 
be exetil{Jt i'ro:u t&xes. \luraerous en nos I:told that oxer.I.:_--::tion 
::::.·tatutes !Uust be strictly constr-ued rmd unle na the ")erson claim­
ine; ezet'll)tiv:ns can clearly s!Jo;a hir;welf' wit:1L1 tl:o ;:;n'ovisiona 
of su.ch e.xerr:.;_Jtion sectlo::1s,; t~.wn he is subjec~; to ta.."!{at:!..on• 

, 

From the forccoing, it is the opinion oi' this de};J&rtment_ 
tb.a.t mGrchant;:.: [:.nd TII&.:aui'e.cturers should pay the tax against 
"f'rozen" goods. 

A?f'ROVED: 

ROY fiieKf1f'l'RICK 
Attorney General 

:tespectfully submitted 

TYRE v;. BURTO:tl 
.:\rJsintent Attorney Gerreral 


