Mr, Chris, ¥. Hessler

srehm tl'e and manufacture - tax assinst
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June 25, 1942

County Assessor
Buchanan County
St, Joseph, ilssourl

Dear Zir:

Thils 1s in reply to yours of recent date wherein
you requeat an opinicn from this depertment as follows:

"The question has come up herse in
regard to paying lMerchants & Manu-
facturer's tax against froicn goods.
iost of the merchants do nét want to

" pay & tax on frogen goods,:will you

kindly zlve me an opinion s what to
do about this matter.™ :

~ Under Section 10936 R. <. Mo., 1838, 1t 1s provided that
& tax shell be leovied on all property, real or nersonal, ex-
cept Buch taxes es are exempt under 3eetlon 10937 L.v. fo., 1050,

Tnder the Constitution, certain exemptiones are granted.
Y/e refer to uection 6 of Article 10, This sectlon reads e&s

follows:

"The property, real and personal, of
the Ztate,counties snd other muniecipal
corporations; and cemeteries, shall
be exsupt from texatlon. Lots in ine
sorporeted citles or towns, or within

. one miles of the limlits of any such ciuy

er town, to the extent of one acre,

and lots one mlle or more distant from
such clties or towns, to the extent

of five acres, with the bulldings thercon,
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mey be exeupted from b exetion, vhen
the same are uced exclusgively for
religicus worzship, for schools, or
for surposce gurcly cheritoble, also,
sucl: progperty, real or oerscnal, as
may be used czelusively for agricul-
furel or Lwiticultursl soccletles: '
Provided, that cuckh exemptlons shell
be only by genersl law,"

Section 7 of Article 10, reads as follows:

"A1l lavws exensting property from ’
taxatlon, other than the prOpeTt§ ¢
ghove enumerated, shall be void, E

Oince the suvjecet of your injulry doez not fall within
tie exensted class mentioned in gald Zeetlon 6, supra, then
any statube wilch would abtbtenpt to cxerpt rny other property
would be ia violation of said fection 7 of the Constltution.
In our regearch -of the stobtutes, however, we do nob Ilnd where
sucl: gocds, becaase of the fact that they are "froken" would
be exenpt Irou taxes., umerous cases nold that exemction
statutes wust be strictly construed snd unless the person claime-
ing exeupticas can clesarly show himsell withla the provisions
of such exemptlion sectlons, thien he is subject to taxation.

GONCLUSLCN

’
From the forcgoing; it is the opinion of this department,
that merchantz snd menulaocturers should pey the tax egainst
"Ifrozen" goods. '

~

Hegpectfully submliitted

APPROVED: TYRE V. PURTCH
: Aogistent Attorney Gensral

ROY MCRITIRICK . _
Attorney General
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