
TAXAJION : 
TRUS~EES SALE ~ 
DISTRIBUTION OF 
PROCEEDS OF SALE : 

Tr~stee arynointed under th& nrovision ~ ~ 
SPc. 11131 R. S. Mo ., 1939, mBy sell such 
lRnds with R~nroval of county court . Pur­
chase nrice, after nayment of coets there­
from 1s ~nnortioned by the county court as 
Per the collector ' s deed and turned 0ver 
to collector for distrjbution. 

February 17, 1942 

11r. June Lollo· 't:Y 
Chi ef Clerk 
-tete Auditor ' s Office 
Jef 1f erson 01 ty , ~11ssour1 

..)e"'r 1!r. Holloi·'BY : 

TLi s 1a in re)ly t o y0urs of recent de te 
vrherein you call to our nt '"ention oninions d.£' ted 
JEnuary 7, 194: , t o Charles ~ . rlu tler , r ro secut­
inu ·'" ttorneJ- of .. \.i!)ley County , 111 ssouri , and 
Januery 14 , 19{.,2, t o Frenk i . . Jen y , ...- rosecuting 
.. t torr.ey of Fr< nklin Count y, .. iiesouri , wherein 
,.e held t he t t he ~roc eeds of t re sale of ciel ln­
auent l ande by e Truetee , ~ rter ~~yment of co6ts , 
s .)ulu. i.)E: turned over t o th~ Count...Y treosurer 
for distribution. 

You reau~st t .... "~t we biv ... t h tc ouesti0n fur­
t tler cons,1.1.errti on bPCEnu:e of t he f ee t 'thet un--..c,. 
a.er tne nccount:.n~ a .d bookkee'"'in, ... system your 
C.e'lertment he s reco.:tmended to county officers n. 
sati cfcctory cont rol o.nd su,...,ervision of t he t ax 
1 terns fo r ...... 1<..11 ... uch delincuent lends a.r e sol d 
cnn oet ter ~na mor e efficiently be maintained by 
)r ovlc.int; t he t t:t.e sur")lu,.. be turned to t he ooun­

t;y collector for diot rib•ttion. 

The ooinion t o Kr. 3utler vn • tne only one 
of ~1e Rbo ve ~)inions bearin· on t~is ~articul~r 
cuasti on . It ~eld ti1rt tbos~ funas s~ould be 
turned ove: t.) t J.c tro' fil>r~r for di'"l tribution 
oec~Jse t~e strtute eect ion 11101 is s!lent ~s 
to who s.u.ould melee distrib:;ti'"'n and i n t he EJb­
s ence of such & ·: r ovi ::.s1on t~e C"unty tree sury is 
t :e only logiccl 9lece t he f unds could be ~leced . 
Givinc, t hi:3 me tter further conslder,qtinn we f ind 
s.s follows : 

vection 1112~ Revir:ed .... t~tut~c of .. i ssouri , 
1"39, f>ntit lee "Sh=-11 recor~ delinq_uPnt tax ""ro­
nerty" ) r ovites i n ~art : 

FILE ~ 
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"* * *And "·her· 1 .e ··ords 1br-ck t r x book ' 
are no~ used l n l •ve ~ertPinin3 to the col­
l ection of taxes on dellnauP.nt l Pnds , 
reel est3te and/or l ots , t he record of the 
lis t ~f Pl:n~uent lands end loto in t he 
collec t or ' 2 office under t lle ,.., r ovis1ons 
of t .,. i ~ l~· s'1sll b e held t"" be (~-:here ap­
"ilic~"ble :: r.c e ·,ce t o.s to city or t-own 
1 0ACk t ax b o)l ' ) s Jch ' back tax book ', en~ 
t hc rqcoru.Ht~ of sc•:te by tne collector 

nd cert_f:c~ tion by the c~unty clerk ~e 
herein "")r ovided \ s~all be c0ne tru~d Ps P 
r. tc.kinl' of such bf\ck t R:< bo0"t ' of delin­
("Uent l·,rl ~ tE"tP , l~=<"l(tS "'l•Ct lot... . b?ic 
c .:: l lPctor s'l;. l l .f:d. c .• r rrr..d Pit ~ t::xe~ , 

Pn:"l ty ~ LLtr,r£ s t €l-~oFn .!?J1 !:HJCh rf>cord 
of ~ l l a t of aelinr.uent J.Pnc c "nd lotr . " 
Tln-..1.~r ~~n-· - mrs . ~ -

;:,ectlon 111 30 thf.reof , 1s in .~ rt 8 s f 0llot· 

" .. henever r ny lM,ds have bean or s"rJP ll 
here~fter be )ffersd for s~le f r delin-
0'l""~t te.,reE , lnt er·Pst , "" nalty and coets 
oy t ~ e ..,'.)::.ec t or of t ne r o .:.1· cc- ·P. t:,• for 
t rr t ,·o eu cce! 1 vr: yePrs ~ .d n,"' erann 
sh~ ll h ve bin t nere! or r cuq eaucl t~ 
t he delln- lent t~xes ther~o.1 , tntereet , 
ner:?lty r.>nd costA '1r ovic d by la1· , t '1en 
such county collect0r c~ l l a t t he next 
re~ul"'r tr-x a~le o~ l~: n<lfl :'')r del inquent 
t t>XE" , <Jell Sf' <1C t o t~-: h-l.~hee t blclder , 
Dr.a t~ c-r:-e s~,rll be r.c 'i'ri:)d cf reder:tn­
t:~n from such sale e . :o cert 1f1cr te'or 

¥ ur c"w ~e shE-ll iaeue · a to such st'lee 
but t he ryurchnser a t sue!:. sl:les Fh"' ll Le 
enti tl "'d t o t he 1mmeC.l r t e lss>.wnce ,nd 
delivery of r collec t or ' s deed . • ~ un 

.... ecti on 11131 t ·lareof , i s as f ol loFs : 

11 It s~all be la1.·tul f"'~r t he Cour t j Jourt 
of ~ny Co,mty , <.., Jom tro 1, e1 , ·!ayor 
, ~~ } ~esiaE~t of t :a onr A of cse~sors 
~f t h e City of St . to~ir , t~ ~~sienr t~ 
and au~o:nt ~ suitable ryerso~ or - ersono 
wi th di scretionary aut hor i t y t o b i d a t 
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all selee to i··hich Jection 11130 is a.:)plic­
?ble , ond t o r~rchrse r t such r~les Ell 
l ends or lots nece: sEcr~ to :'rotect e.ll 
t axea due rnd O\ing end ~revent their loss 
t o t he taxing Put horities involved froo 
in~decu~te bids . ~uch nerson or ryersons 
so dPt:i c;nrtec !>re he!'Pby t ecl" r cc es to 
sucn ~urchrs~s -nd ·s title ho lders 1Ur ­
euant t " ollector 1 r oeeas 1C"t-•·p rl "!"' such 
"1urche ~ r , to be tr·u- ees f .>r ~ benefit 
of ~11 f ·~tr ent1tl~f to nE rtlci ~ te in 
t .le_t_x-;-;:-.. -~-: 1 st .. -11 ;;)c:r lnnc. s or l ots 
fiC) sole . ..>ucb ..,el";eon or--\ er£·onc so d.es­
it,neted SL ... 1.1 ne t be r "'ouirec t o ..... P~i t he 
C'nount b i d. on any suer. nurch~se bu t t he 
collector ' r deed iaeuing on euch -urchs.se 
sL 11 r ec1 te t he del1nm =nt tnxes fo r 
·hlch S"id lC'ncts or l~Yts ·ere sold , the 

a"':lount due eFc-'J res--ec tlvA t ::.xtn Pu t h.or-
1ty 1nV01 VP&, ~nd th8t t rr er, ntep 1L 
such a eoa or aeeds holdP t itle Pr trus­
te s for '~.;ile u.;e c .~d ~)enef: t of t :. f Jnd 
or funa.s -nti tle · t 0 t1-!~ n~yment 0f t'u~ 
t aypg for - ·~lc'l r.· 1c lnnds :)r 1 o t!' · ·ere 
sold . 'lhe coE.tf1 of 1\ll collectora 1 n Qdr , 
t :.r: recorc" ln f s~ 1e • ncl t· P ndvert 1. , _ 
nent of' t:iUCyt ~ "nt r: or l ntE , sh"ll ~ ... aid 
out of~ cr_.ntu treas n·v: <\.n 't 1e !'F~"'.:.c-
ti v- count lf . ... " l'ch f•Jf'l tl s mr?v b e-
drs: r.n qt ea t· ~or b, t~nuthorTtieA of 
t "le Ci t v of .,t . Lnu,i.-:- ··l.t l Pndr. c1· "''Jt­
so "'Ur che sed sr1ell be "O 1 d ~ nd icpc c ~ ..... _ 

dered eyecuted ~~ nc del ivered b y f''>ch truo­
teee u ,on order of t he Jounty Court of 
t l: e -no " r el t '_ v;::o co·mti es aP.d t · &. "'""~ .... trcl-
ltr , .~yor ~"nci ! r E>s)_dent of t ..... "'R!·C. ':Jf 
Le~esrnrr of t h City of Jt . L'Jui n, n~d 
t:. >r oceecls of Pt.' c'n "'"' lf" s ohe J .... ~ • -
':)l i ed , first , 1Q. .lJf. ')' , rnC'nt .Q.f t~ co t c, 
1ncur.r>od ~ ,-.c. v~ n0ed, e nd the brl..,nce 
oh~l ---f. c 'ptributt=-d "il:.Q r --ta t~ the funufl 
enti tlPd t(' r Pcei yP th~ teyer, illl t r.e ;bands 
QI 1Q1Q £Q di~ OSP~ of . ~Jon ~ pointm~nt 
of eny ouch person or ~ersons t o Fct es 
tr~~tee ·w hei._ 1 ce~ i~n~tcd e certi fi ed 
co-;>y of the orc.er m."' 1t1nc such -- cintnent 
shDll be delivered t o t h e Collector, enc 
1f such authori ty be revoked o certified 
CO"')Y of t he r e ,_roking orc~r &'!all r>leo b e 

t 
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delivered to the Collec t or. Comoe nsa­
tion t o trusteee as herei n deai~Dted 
shall be pey~bl ~ cclely from r r oceeds 
derived from t ne snle of lqnde ~ur­
chased by them E'B such trustees and 
shall be !ixedby t he a ut hor1t1 eo here-
1nbPfore ~e~1cnqtedt but not in excecs 
of ten ne rcent (10 J of t~r ~rice for 
~ ~!1Ci1 any < ucl- ~ nc.' '-'r.( lo ts Prr <"'").,, 

b: the t ius te po : v!de~ f~rthrz , 
th' t if ., t any euc. ale any oe l'S'"'L tid 
a .: :.1.. .. r .i. c i t .,.,I"' •m t to .s.y ir fu:..l all 
u.elJ.nqu~l't t [' "'C' , >enAl tt t:t , interest 
enccosts , t,len t ~P. trustees ."lerf'in des­
:t ;n'"' tee s ., ... 11 oe · ·i t hout "'.1 t h ..... ri ty t 
!'__,rther bld on anj· .. , c •. JsndCl "' 1"' lot s. 11 

(u .~erscoring our , . 

l:nder t ' .. e "'l rovi s i on n1 vection 111. 4 , sunr o , t h e 
coll .... c tor 1 e cnal't.,!?d w1 til ael i nouent t~xes , 1enR1 ty t nd. 
i ntel"'(Ot O.ua on l'f.el e state . 

Under tne n rovision of ~ect~on 111v01 eu~r 1 ~he 
stle io final , rd it must bP. consumru£"ted oy t ...... : 1""1 tl­
c te issuance ~n~ ~~l~very of a oollocto1·' s ~eed. 

Section lllCl , su~ra , , r ovictcs f or the ~) olnt­
::~ent by the county c.:--..~rt of ' tructe~ " ~ · ~ ;.ri t h dif.lCI·f"­
tioi~ry eu t hori ty t"' t)lCJ. at e.ll sales to "·nioh .:>ectlon 
11130 i c !'.tnlic ebl I ,!"l0 tn )UrCh['Se a t such ool~R [ l 
l~nQe o~ lot s nee ~ry !_ -r0tect ~11 t ·xe£ ~ _Q[ ~­
i n. !:!__ ..., re tent their lo"' t 'J t:~.e t c;;.:;-1n • u t.horitiel ll.­
vo:..v~ fro!:l in~deounte b \O.O . ~ .tu 

fhe officP c f tru:teee u~aer sP1~ stat ute 1 ~ 
"~ .. "· uto be tr>J te~ s f or t~e benef1 t c f nll fun<t's enti­
t led. t o )d.rtlci >- te in t e t · xec a .<'inst E 11 S'lCh lands or 
lo"'.: ~ 0 '> S"'1ct1 ' w ,p,, c-nC c ' tr'tstee c.£ gr ent.ae 1 i n e:uch 
deeu, un ° ~holds titlo , "S t r u<:Jten f !' t he USP \~ ':) • e-
fi t of t 1e fund or f unc.s enti t1eu to the payment of t .e 
t~xee for vhich sai d l r> nCts or lots Here eol d . •~ ~:· .,n 

vlde s : 
With r eference to '-::Le cos·~e nr -" ... e ct1on ·;ro-

11 .,. ,.. . ... Th,., co sts of '11 collectors ' 
deeds , t he r ··cording of sr.m .... c. nu the 
adv~rt1sPment of such l ands or lotc , 
shr l l be ne id out of t he county trea­
sur y in t he resuective counties and 
such funds as nay be designDted there­
fGr by the aut· _::>ri tieo of t he City of 
St. Loui s , * ""' ,, ,, 
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J uch l t:.ndP or l ot s s!1Pll b e sold by t he 
t rus t ee only when or<~.ered by the county court , e.nd 
t he pr oc eeds of s ucL. ~Lle or ss.les : 

"~=· ·.~ ~ slwll b e c·.pplied , fil .. s t , .12. thS} 
~Pynent of the costs i ncu rred and ndve n- · 
ill_, ~ t ·1f' ~"~[ l " nee shrll be distr1-
but Fc ~ 1·;t~ to t·.e funds ent 1t1 e~ 
to receiv t'•1o. t.:~ r>r on t•1e 1~r .r r 
TOts n ( l- t 0 SPci. of • .. v 'Ffl ( Ullu~r·ecor-
1r 0Pr~ ) . 

I 

':i:'he co ·nty court ful·the;r fi;{es t he co::r0eonu'­
t1c n of tne t rue tee , 'ftlo •JUC1t ,., ' "'l'id from euch 

arocee~s , bPfCre t~ey Pre di str ilvted. 

The Lee;isl" t ure --rovici.ed :- C') .... letP sche-ne of 
,r r ced.ure f or t: ( coll ec t i')n of deli n"""ent t Pxea 
levied cgainst rerl estnte , 1nvest1nc t~ . collector 
;·1 th t· ·c dutJ cf t'IJ.e collection thf'>r9of . Under 
~:tch scl-le'n"' los~- , ·.n f'1Pny in"ttnCPe, '·as A•Jst R1ned 
by B" i t f urda E.e for thPt reacon t.1r Leg\Pl Rt ur e 
cupol enentea. suc<n echeme tri t h th~t 'lrcvicJed 1n o:Ji• 
.:..ection 1~.1::.,1 . .-P ir1 stf'tuto i"' s11.r-,t r~s t~ •··hom 
tht count y court sha l l ord~r the ~ro0eeds deli vered 
for ;ro ret~ l-~ ... crlou tion E fter suc.1 C') ate ~ re neid. 

The eectic., s of t: • Leviseu .... t ... t ~lte c relo.t­
in to tl.e col:.cct.:."'n of u.elinouent t ax"'s O( reel 
estnte ~ceiJn~ t es th~ col lector , and t h collect or 
c?l"ne , ?.a t ...,f of ficiP- '!lo .met ~cllect Pnd ,. lee 
R~ttlc~£nt for rl: tnxes . 

vection 11089 R. u. ~o ., 193° , is in oart 2a 
f" l lO"ttJS : 

11Lt t 1e te:•:1 :>f' the co1onty court to 
~ nelc .2n t:1e f irst .1or.dey in "·!:.rch , 
t~e collec t or o~~ ll r e t ur n the cel1n­
ouent l iete ~rQ b ck t Ax boo' c , "·~ i n 
tt.e c i t y ~ f '"'t . Loui s t·.1e uncollected 
tax b i llc :nci. be~k t "'x book" , .mC.er 
o"" th or a f f i rrJPtion , t o buc .• L .;ui t , 'r~<i 
settle ·.i~ e ccount s of Pll :aon~yco r e ­
ce i v -..G. Ly :1.1. ou account of t e :e~ and 
other sour ces of r e venue , ~nd t he 
r~ount of sue~ del :nau~nt liste , or so 
much t hereof a s t h e court shel l find 
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p r o 1erly rat..trneG. ~.leli nrt.uent , shall be 
rlloHerl and crsu.tte<.i t c ; 1.1 011 his eet­
tlene nt . ·.;' -:> II( 11 E.I'wCOl'ing ours) . 

Dectl0n 11093 t . ereof is in part e e f ollows : 

11 I'he co~mty cot'rt • · .rll ~· u .. e such net ­
tle 1ent to be entered of r·ecm;: , Qo E' s 
t o eho' t P 3f.10tmt ~,-r t t · nu 
county , res ecti vel) • ·• '• 11 

t~ectlon llG~ · is as foJ. O'' : 

" ... very county crllP-ctor an<.l ~officio 
county col~cctor , vco~t in the ci ty 
of .... t . Louis , r: ·:..1 , m or berore the 
f if1';h U< y "f ePch "'rth , fil e -·J. th the 
count y clerk r uetail~d atEte~ent , 
Ve~ifie0 by r!fiun vit , of Pll st~t~ , 

c ou t , school , rond 'lld nuniCi)f.: 
t "';;.,. € 1 'ri ~f nll J lceneeo by hi-: C()l­
l ec tee i.lt:l .. in[.. the '"ll'ecedlr~0 !!":: nt' , nci 
uhlll , on nr before t he fifteent• ~y 
of the "'r.-J;-i · ., .,;;y t.~1r s~rtte , lec'3 his 
cornmiseiono , 1nt o the ot~te ~nd coun­
ty tre ou~ir~ , rrc ectively . !t 
shul_ be t ... ~ ;,y of the ccun: r c:erk, 
$r.u he io rter o~ rertired, to ~cr· ~rd 
l m.edi· tely · certifiPd co~y of cuch 
det~ileu statement to t .e etate ~u~~­
t or , '~o eh?l: kee~ en ~ccount 0f the 
~trtc t :. ( ... ith t' p c~llcct-:r . 11 

.:.ection 1110~ i s ~ e fol.loi-·s : 

~ - ver~ collector ~ft.~ reven e h~~in · 
m de zettlement, ecord1n~ to lPv, of 
ccur:ty l' ··"n'.le oy r..ir'l collect:.u. nr 
r pcelv c , Ehall ~~l th ~m,unt fo.nn 
Cu int~ t 1e c1unty treRsu~) , pnd t~e 
trr'surer ehall giv~ hi~ dJ licF t e 
r cce1- t s ther for , ~ne of ~~lch sh~ ll 
~e filed 1n the of fice e;f t .• e clerk 
of t h,. C" .mty court , .:h o shal l 2:r· n t 
him f ul , qu1etut un~er the seal of the 
court . 11 

'.Fhe collec t or i c t 'l~ o.ily b ori: eO. off1ci~l r e ­
SDons1bl e fer delinquent t aY.e s 1n ~roce s s o f col -

19 2 
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lection . n~ only he c~n be rs~te~ ~u 1et~s . This 
can be ~r~nted only · fte1 c~c. collector n~s paid 
i n to the c ounty treasury the amount fo~n~ to b e due . 

In _)C'~E inc section 111 :::1 , su')r e , t r.P Legis­
lrture cl-~~1; :rto~~rf t ~rovlae 2 sc~ene H ~ ~ ~ 
t c ,rotect r 11 t; ::P.L- due ~no. or· in~ ( td r ovent t'1°1 r 
los~ to t.t t ~x:~ Euthoriti~s involve: fro 1 in de­
au~te bias . "" ~• " 11 It c:ort:•i.1l:,. iL ..:.. no lr.tentloH to 
r• •rl b~ 1 1 ltc~tton t~~ liP~ility Pn~ G~ti et of a 
countJ collector , r. rovlded _n t1e noove sec t ions 
1·1 tf1out u.es i Dn tin .. r~')ther ')f,~. ici •1 '"~nCL fixinu his 
lie bill t y 8nd dt•tics ... ,1 th r~s ect to euc11 delin,,uent 
t &XeL Ulh .. e~ S' 1 C ~roCI?f r f COl lection . 

Cl..CL..;~IvL 

Tn~:Pf": ~ . t~c ~tat0t~ b~inz r:lent nc to 
· i10 : tne county C"' rt sh;-ll ~r"-er Fueh nrocPel"w de­
livereC for :.:.~o :r" t u.lt tri ...-'llti0r., :-ftel' £<: i cost. 
rr~ ')'"~~ .. , it .~.r t ."" 0""inion cf tr __ ;:, a.t- r!'t 1ent t:.~.·.t 
t o !..e~,_.i£'~ ·t..<:::e i!Jter1cleo tb· t s le>. fuut . ':1 J lie. , 
b./ c:,urt _)r-,-er , turnt·<. over to ti:r colleutnr "'lit.. b: 
him ulstr1l'.J.te&. 

(' . 

;:. "'·" H,..v1 t r r1 c1r 
.At tornPv-u-ener.!'l 

T • t" 
.. t . ......... 

T~.:1~~ . • :91: .?011 
.-..!:! let.nnt .ttorney- Gener"'1 


