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ELELOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS: Buildings to hoiise inmates must comply
' with statutory requir¢mencs as to fire
zscapes.

Januar; 2, 1942

Wre. Ira A. Jones F l LE 8

President, Board of ..anagers
State Elesmosynar; lnstituticns /
Jefferson City, klssourl f / _ﬂl

bear Mr. Jones: /

"e are in recelpt of your letter of December 30th,
1941, wherein you state as follows:

"The last leglslature turned over to
the Board of Managers, Eleasmosynary
Institutions, the School for Chlldren
at Carrollton, ilssourl, to be used
as State School 42 for feeble-minded.

"At this place there is one frame
bullding that 1a not fire proof. Just
when the building was built, I do not
know. Is 1t possible for us to house
inmates of the lilssouri State School
#2 in this bullding, in view of the
fect it 1s & frame bullding and not
fire proof?"

You have crally advised us that the bullding at
Carrollton, to vhich you refer, 1s a two-story frauwe bulldlng.

wvaws of lissourl, 1l94l, Secticons 9634 and 9636,
both found on page 520, provide respectively as follows:

"Section 9634. There 1s hereb, estab-
lished an 1nstitution at Carrollton,
Missourl, to be known as lilssourl State
School Number Two and to be used in
connection with and as a part of the
Milssourl State School at larshall,
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Missouri, as a colony for feeble-minded
and eplleptic in accordance with the
provisions of Article 6 of Chapter 51
of the Rovised Statutes of Kissouri,
1939, which institution shall ve under
the control, management and supervision
of the Board of Managers of State Elee-
mosynary Institutions,"

"Section 9635. The control and manage-
ment of al 1 the lands and other properties
now used by what is known and deslgnated
by law as the ¥State Home for Chlildrent!

at Carrollton, llssouri, 1s hereby trans-
forred to the Board of llanagers of the
State Lleemosynary Institutions for the
use of sald Missourl State School Number
Two,”

The above sections set out your authoriiy to con=-
vert and use the State liome for Children at Carrollton,
Klssouri, as a part of the lissourl State School at karshall,
issuri. You inform us that the bullding at Carrollton,
Mlssouri, is not fire proof and inquire whether it may be
used under such circumstances to house inmates.

Sectlon 14950, R. S. Mo. 1939, provides as follows:

"It shall be the duty of the owner, pro-
pristor, lesassee, trustee, or keeper of
every hotel, boarding and lodging house,
tenement house, schoolhouse, opera house,
theater, music hall, factory, office oulld-
ing, except fire proof office buildings in
vhich all structural parts are wholly of
brick, ston., tlle, concrete, reinforced
concrete, iron, steel or incombustiie
material, and which are not used for lodg-
ing purpm es in the state of iilssouri, and
every bullding therela where people con-
gregate or whlch 1s used for a business
place or for public or private assemblages,
whlch has a helght of three or more stories,
tc provide sald structure wita iron
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or steel stalr fire escapes attached

to the exterlor of said bullding and

by stalrcases located in the interlor

of said bullding, The fire oscapes
shall sxtend from the upper story to

the ground, pavement or sldewalkx with
iron or stesl ladder [from the upper
story to the roof: Provided, however,
that such fire escapes, 1f not continued
to the ground, pavement or sidewalk,
shall be equipped with a counter-
balance device attachment, appliance

or apperatus which shall extend from

the floor level of the second story to
the ground, pavement or sldewalk,

School bulldings, opera houses, theaters
and church bulldings, also hospitals,
blind and lunatic asyluns and seminarises,
shall each have a stalir re escape built
solid to the ground. In no case shall a
fire escape run past a windov where 1t
is practicable to avoid 1t. All fire
escapes required by this article, except
as nerelnbefore provided, must be of the
kind lnown as stationary fire escapes,
All bulldings heretofors erscted shall
be made to conform to the provisiocns of

thls article." (ynderscoring ours)

Under the above sectlon certaln bulldings having a
neight of three or more storles, wherein people congregate
for public and private assemblages and which are not usod
for lodging purposes, must provide a speciflic type of fire
escape, hereas, a lunatic asylum, regardless of tne height

of the bullding, must have a stalr fire escape bullt solid
to the ground,

Sectlon 9387, Re S. Mo. 1939, provides that:

"Thers shall be established in this state
a col ny for feeble-minded and epiloptics‘
to be known as the Missourl stats sehool.

It 1s quite obvious that the lMissourl State School
would come within the meaning of a lunatic asylum.
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Froa the foregoin.: we are of the opinlon that if
the frame bullding at Carrollton, Mlssouri, proposed to be
used to house Inmates of the llssourl State Sechool No. 2,
does not meet the statutory requirements with respect to
fire escapes as provicu.d for in Section 14950, R. S« Ko.
1939, then sald building should not be usea to house sald
lnmates.

Hespectfully submitted,

MAX WASSERMAN
Asglstant Attorney-General

HWSEG

APPROVED:

VANE . THURLO
(Acting) Attorney-General



