
EL.B;EHOSYNAnY INSTITUTIONS : 
PATI ENTS : 
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Board of tdanagers may "write off11 

uncollectible accounts , but so doing 
does not relieve responsible persons 
from payment . 
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FILE ! r . Ira -k e JonC' s 
Pretic ent 
Boa11d of anagora 
~ tate Eleo 1ooynQry Institu tions 
Jeffor~on City , ' i ~ souri 1-/ 
Doar lr . Jones : 

TJ.· ie ia to acknowled c- e :r,ecej o t of you1· l et ter of 
recent date t eroin yo1t r~"q e£ t an opinlon of thi~ de ­
par~ent . Your le t ter i ~ os follow~: 

"••O hove in so .1 e of our bo api '-.ele old 
a ccounts due on private patiente that 
seem t o be uncollectahle . Ihe ~ atlent 
l as elth ·r been discharged or died . An 
honest atte~pt t a ~ been made by the 
st3ward to collect ~o st of them that 
have no bond , and all of them are a ccnu t s 
that '\"/ere c:· e ' afore thL a d.."ll inlstr ation 
ca"tle in office . 

noo we have a ritht as a i:oard tc write 
off theee acc ount~ ae uncollectable? " 

Section 9322 , R. s . r.ao . 1 939 , unoer Article 2 , 
Cha pt er 51 , with relation to state elee...,oeynary tnetituti ..... n e 
provides aa folloi s: 

" Pay patient~ , or thoee not r-ont to the 
hospite.l by order c-f tre cou -rt , '11ay be 
admi1ted on such ter~s as shall be by thi s 
article and the by-laws of the hosnital 
pre~cribed and re~ lated . " 

Section 9323 , R. S . o . 1939 , provirle ~ hov. pay 
patients ~ay be ad-i t tod t o the atnt~ hosryl t alt, with a pro­
vision as to the payment for the care of SRid p• tients , as 
followo : 

11 ~} ~ * i:·· Before an " private pntiont shall 
be re~eived into the hospi a l , there eholl 
be produced t o the ~uperint ndent a receipt 
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from the trea~urer of the ~o~~ i ~ul , acknow­
l edgin's the pn~rment to h l:-~ o4" at least 
thirt) ~ays ' charge~ ln aivance , ard a 
rufrici nt bond t o sai~ trJaeJrer , c~ndi­
t1o 1~d tbu+- the o ;l.: or or o'l)l.i.gor~ 'ill 
~cc •!'e the ")Q'j"'l('nt r> ... c lllll'r er inc rr""d in 
be half ane J""l acco .:tor ~atd pa!..:.cnt ; "8~d 
b ond .lth sat.:~ru t ory f'ec ·.u·it i -s , ~hall 
be of tho fox- and cor·ta n the provisions 
a~ p""oviled in f!e cti "~• l J3~G . uo part of 
sold t•·irty ~ay;; ' pay 1nt ~·hall ·e ro"" ·nc..;ed 
1~ t he patien t makinf such payment .Ehall 
be taken av.ay with in thot neriod uncur ed 
and again~t the onEent of the £l peri ntenc­
~ n t'. n 

.: c-tinn 9324 provide~ a. f~r:'l for sd .... i!>~"ol" of~ ch 
patient~ t o th& state ho~ui : al elli ·~ctlon 9025 nrovi~ e~ a 
for~ to be fll l ed out tv tw~ ohyfl~lnnP certlfyi~ that the 
patient is in.ane and a ~ro~er patient to be ~ent to a state 
"'osr,1 t a l·. llno·, ncer Ho C' tion ::1326 , a for.n of bond ls pro­
v i ced t o b~ ~i ·ncd and~ cc ted by personc ·o~in~ the private 
patien t to t ne rtate ho sn1tel~ 

Uo doubt in the nclminl~Lration oi' the t·c~p ctivo 
stute h qspltnle tha t yo·- hsve ll .,erou e acc :n. nt~ for oay 
pati ents that have bee e -orl• le~e ann ncollecti~le , fo r 
\"O.ri ous rea~onsl. If tr - oaro of . ' t>naFOrf' of tl·-, St&.te 
El ee,.,w ::ynary InEti t~ tlonP havo cxhA sted every r oasonable 
and lopnl me thod to COll Ct the~e r l ( O.CC0 Jnt~ ana there ie , 
in t h e j u '""ent of the ... oar::, no po~~1bl '3 cr-tlnce or realizing 
on ~ale ncco ntr ', ~e c'-.Il see no ob jection to ela ssifyinp: same 
as u_ncoJ1l ec tible acco nt~ e ~ a matter of bookkee p1nr 1• By 
t"l~ \e ~o not mean tbn t the ..,oa.rd of c..no.ror~ ~hotld not 
conti~& , a f ter so cla~~ify1ng ~aid accounte , t o se their 
be~t ef~ort~ t o collect the o~en nti. ~ er doe~ it in 
8!!1Y Ylay :rel i eve t.hose w'ho are ro~pon!lb] e fo""' d e- paym!-lnt 
o -~' tame from liahlli ty ther,•, n ... t" r . 

L I ; I O:K 

It .t !' our Ol')inion tl'lP. t the n; ard of 'a~arer~ of the 
~ tate El ee nosynary 1n~t1t\.ltion!' ay 1 "1r1te of f' the above 
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a c c o· n ts · n the mnnner and in the wny SUf"f'~ ~ ted above , but 
eho,1.ld continuo their efforts to coll ect r SITie . 

l~PPROV.l::D: 

ROY UcKlTT ICK 
Attorney General 

em~ : Ns 

Re~pec tfully e ~b~i t ted , 

v OV ~LL \ ITT 
H ~l~ta.1t • ttorney General 
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