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TAX EXEMPTION : Personal property of charitable organizations 

is no~ exempt from taxation. 

October 20, 1942 

Honorable Ira A. Jones 
President 
Board of 1 s.nagers 
State Lleemosynury Institutions 
Jefferson Cit y , 1li.::Jsour1 

Dear Sir: 

-
FILED 

~h 

This is in ~eply to youro of recent dato wh~rein you 
request an opinion !'rom t his Department on tho <~uostion o!' 
whether or not t he "Vernon County Assistance League" is 
subject to personal property taxes . 

Froi:J. your letter it appears that the "Vernon <.iounty 
Assistance Lea~e" is a nonpro!'i t organization for-1od .for 
purely charitable purposes . It further appears tnut this 
corporation functions as a purely nonprofito.blo cnorit&~le 
organization. 

Section 6 o.f Article X of tho Constitution of ft i ssouri 
provides ao follows c 

"The property, r eal and personal , of 
tho s tate , counties and other munici ­
pal corpcrations , and cemeteries , shall 
be exempt from taxation . Lots in in­
corporated cities or towns , or within 
one mil o of the limits of any ouch 
city or town, to tho OAtont of one aore , 
and lots one milo or moro distant from 
such cities or towns , to the extent of 
five acres , with the buildings tho .. 'con , 
may be exe.apted .from t o.xation, when the 
same are used exclusively for religious 
worohip , for schools , or for purposes 
purely charitablo , also , such property, 
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real or personal , as may be used 
exdusively for agricultural or 
horicultural societies : Provided, 
th~t such exe.lpt ... ons ..,hall be only 
by genernl law. " 
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Section 10937 , R. s . 1Ussouri, 1939, provides , in 
part , as fo1lo~s: 

"The following sub jects are exempt 
from taxation: 

***************** * -~ ·:<- ·:!· -=~ * -i~ -~:- J sixth, lots in i ncor­
porated cities or towns , or within one 
mile of the l imits of any such city or 
town, t o the extent of ond acre , and lots 
one mile or more distant from such cities 
or towns, to the extent ot five acres , 
with the buildings thereon, when the s~1o 
are used exclusively for religious wor­
ship, for schools or for purpo os purely 
charitabl e , shall be exempted from taxa­
tion for stuto , county or local purposes . " 

The courts hold tht.t laws oxcupting property from 
taxation are to be strictly construed. s tool v. Vasey, 
210 l.k> . ;c!35 , s t a..,e ex rel . v . Y.n.c.A., 11 s . h. (2d) 
30 . Tho taxes in ques t ion are personal property taxes . 
Lx~inlng said Section 6 of Article X of the Consti tution 
and the foregoi ng provision of Section 10937, it will be 
seen that lands used "for purpo ses purely charitabl e" ar e 
exenpt , but no exe~ption is granted on personal property 
Section 10936 , H. s . Llissouri , provides , as follows: 

"For t ho support of the goverru .• ent c£ 
the state, tho payment of the ) Ublic 
debt, and the advancement of the public 
interest, taxes shall ve levied on all 
property, real and personal, except as 
stated in the next section. " 



I . 

/ 

Hon. Ira A. Jones ( 3 ) October 20, 1942 

In the caso of The City of Kansas v . Tho Kansas City 
irledical Uollege , 111 ro. 141 , the quostion of taxation of 
office fUrniture and furniture for the medical college not 
fastened to the building, belonginG to the ~ansas City 
J..Cdical College , was before the court for consideration. 
At 1 . c . 145, the court said: 

"As will bo readily seen, the onf' 
question arising upon this record is 
whether tho furniture m d a;>pliances 
used by the defendant in its medical 
college are subject to t axation . Tho 
question i s restricted to the personal 
property of the defendant so used. 

"It is conceded that the lot and buil dings 
used f or the college are exempt by the 
general law of tho state, but the con­
tention of the city is that the con­
stitution end statuto alike l Lmit the 
exemption to •the lot with the buildings 
thereon, • and dOis:not-extena-to the 
personal property . ·::· ·l} ·::· .;~ * {:- ·::- ·::- u . " 

After considering the foregoing sections of tho 
Constitution and statutes, the court fUrther said at 1. c . 
146: 

"* * * So that it onl y remains for us 
to determine whether the words , •tho lot 
with the buildin~s thereon,' cnn be con­
strued to i nclude the personal property 
used in the building and not a part of 
the r ealt y in lau. · e at,e very clear 
tha t they do not . 

"The evident purposes was to exempt a 
certain amount of r eal estate . This is 
obvious from the immediate context . In 
the next succeeding clause the exemption 
of agricultural and horticultural prop­
erty is extended to both real and personal 
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property. :;either tho language of tho 
exemption, nor tho provisions ~ l£.Lr1 
mo.teria uill , in our opiui n , adrn t 
of any other COI."' t buction t han tn.at we 
have ~1vcn it . Tho purpo~e io clear 
to i1. it tho cxouptlon to real esta ve 
and to o. definite amount . " 

.. o , t he court ln tn""t ca&e hold tnat the porsonal 
property of an oduc~tional institution ~as not eAcmpt from 
taxation . ~be same pr~nciple uould apply to the cxehlption 
of the por..;onal propert y bel onginrr to tho " Vernon liounty 
Aosis t ance League . " 

COl~CLTJSIOlT . 

Therefore , it is the opinion of this Dopartmont tnat 
t he "Vernon vount y Aosis t ance League" , even thou~h i t is 
a nonpr ofit organizo.tion, m d organiz .. d for purel y cho.ri ­
tnbl e purposes , yet under tne <..onstitution and st .... tute it 
is not exompt f r om ~aying personal property t axes . 

APPROV• D: 

HOY UcKl'l1 rRlCK 
Attorney- 'Jcncral 

T~r./rv 

Reopectfully submitted, 

TYrlE VJ . bUR TOll 
Assistant Attorney- General 


