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~~xuenses incurred by t .. e vari0~· s CJ)1mty as s Jssors 
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City , t.i ssouri 

FILE _ 

~2 
Dear ! ~ . ~itchell: 

Your opinion request of ;.~ay 19, 1942, has been 
referred t o mo . This request ls as follows : 

11 An opinion cf your .uepartu1ent written 
on way 6 , 1942 , regarding the uaJ 1ont 
of oxpensos of county ofiicera by the 
county v1hile such county officers aro 
attondint:; their respecti ve conventions , 
has co r.o to our attention. 

11 Under Section 11027, of t he Laws of 
Hi. .. souri, l 'J41 , the Co.J.. .is~ ion is em-
;:>o•· ered to call n n;r oup meeting of two 
or horo assossor a t o discuss various 
matters pertninins to t he n~aonsment 
of property in the aifforent counties 
in t he State of lissouri . te would 
like to have ru1 opinion of your Depart­
ment on whether or not the 11 r;roup meet­
ings" prescribed in the above section , 
C 01.10 under the term "conventions" which 
t he former opinion dealt with o.nd whother 
or not the expenses of the assessors 
while attending these eroup meetings 
called by the To...'- Co·':liD.ission , shall be 
paid by the r espective counties . " 

In our former opinion , r aferred to in your· letter , 
it was the op i.nion of this Department that tho various counties 
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of the s tate could not pay the o.~.penses of tho various 
c vunty officials inc~rre~ whil e attending thoir respective 
conventions . There was one e~coptlon mrtde to this general 
r uJ.e and t hat was in t_ ... e cc.~o u i. t ... _o county s uperintendent 
of schools . 'l. is particular of .:'leer is ... ·equired under 
Section 1061 '7, n . S . ~...to . 1939 , to att end certaiu conventions 
ealled by the Stat e Superintendent of ~chools . This section 
provides as fol lows : 

"Durin .. : his tor .. i. of office the county 
superlntond.e ... lt shall not enga.::;o in 
teac-~ing or in any other emploj.ncnt 
that intorforus \Yith the duti es of his 
o.~.·fico as prescribed by law. 1Io shal l 
spenu annually, studying rural school 
probl ems and supervisi on of schools , 
live days in oonvontions called by the 
state superintendent of public schools , 
or twenty days in the state university 
or in one of the state teac .. 1ers colle.3es , 
or i.d s oJJlo other laanner approved by the 
state supo . .-.. intendont . .de shall not re­
ceive his · aala~ for tho third quarter 
of tho year until ho pres~nts a certifi­
cate , signed by tho state superintendent, 
statin~ that he has spent the p3rio~ 
pr escribed by law in studying rural 
school problens anu supervision of 
schools, and t.tlut his report as c~nmty 
superintendent of puolic schools has 
been properl J made to tne state superin­
t endent of ouolic schools . " 

It can be seen that this statuto requirin0 tho attandance 
of t he county superintendent of scho ~ls at these conv~ntions 
is r equi red under t he l aws of this State anu the county ~here­
in t he officer l ives is required under this section to pay 
his expenses unles s such expenses eKceed the statutory amount 
set up . · · 

~. 

Section 11027 of the Lav;s of 1.!1ssour1, pa~e 694 , 
subsection 14, provid~s t hat tho State Tax Commi s sion is em­
powered to call "group meetinGs" of two or !J.O ...... o assessors 
from the State of Mi ssouri . This section reads as fol lows: 



I ~-

:non, Jasso A. -·itchell - 3- Uay 20 , 1942 

"The com-ission is empowo.:>ed to call 
a 3roup meeting of tuo or core a ... seGsors 
at such t ime and place as it may desig­
nate , due notice of which shall be 
given by the c om:...1i ... sion. 1,or attending 
sue~ Jeotings assessors vho will make 
t he aseos~ .. 1ent for that year shall be 
allowed a per d i e:t of five dolla.rs for 
t he t ice actuallJ spent , i ncl udlns 
going to and returning f r CAo1 s uch meet-
ing , and shall be re1mbursed for trans­
oortation e xpense actually incurred in 
goinf· to and returning f r om said annual 
meeting , not to exceed f ive cents per 
Mil e. Frovided , i n counties undor town­
s hi p or5anization tho co~~ission shall 
call a me3t ing of the towLshi p ass 1ssors 
at the COllilty seat of said county at 
which meeting a representative of the 
co~ission shall be present; ~ pro-
vi~ed furth3~ , the tornship assessors 
shall r ece i ve no compensation other t han 
their nocessary eYpenses in attending 
said meeting . Y.nen such cla i ms are 
verified by oath and approved by the 
co~ssion, or any ~ember thereof , they 
shall be presented to the c ounty court , 
or other tn.xiur officers, nn<i when duly 
audited a warrant in payment shall be i s sued 
an~ psi~ out of arcy funus belon~ins t o the 
county or other municipal subdivision •Nhich 
such assessor offic iall y s erves . " 

It will be founC:. that t h i s section does not refer to conven­
tions out r ef ers to "c roup meetings" and proscribes that the 
State Tax Co~iseion ma} c~l these meetings to be composed 
of two or more assossora a.nd ls not a call 1'or tho t'.esesr.ors 
fro 1 all ov~r the s tate of ~issouri . 

A convention, n.s ruled on in t he former opinion, 
we beliovo to bo a neet ing called b~ a voluntary or~anization 
formed by a certain group of official ::, , uhi ch convention is 
called for t he urpose of pro.1oting the welfare of such class 
of offic ial s and !'or t holr mutual benefit . This t ype of 
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c;ath-rL . io:. call:-d b:, a bou., thiah lt. not' croatca. by 
law out \hich , a~ statt.d abo'Je , merely formed oy the 
group of of.Clcials th ·m ... olv~s . '.i'he e_;l"oup .~ectin~s 
specified in :cctivn 11027, suprc , are callcu by the 
State T~~ CG. 1. :i c~ion, .-;hich is s. body created by l aw and 
sucn statuto st.o.t cc that tho TX~ Commi s sion 1 n:y call o. 
" group mooting" of ntwo o_• !!lore n.scc::sors . 11 \o e cannot 
conceive a .oeting of thi::: kind t o bo in any vray torued 
o. "con vention . " uld. (). )j e .. ti:-tr; s-:.lc:: ... s thic certainl y 
t7o.s not c ( 1n ... o~pln t.oC: ln t _o J.'or· .or opinion of this .uepart­
uont . 

It is, therefo1·e , tho opinio~l. of this Depart:.nent 
that tho ttgroup liiOGti ng" as s pecified i n section 11027, 
supra. , i s n ot a couvon tlor: E..S conte .. p lo.tod in our former 
op+n1on and that tuo counties from w.nic:1 tho assessors 
at tonu. s uclJ . Ot,; ting o: the Tax Co::t:.li. s.:.on sllt.ll reimburse 
the o.sseaso ... "':.. ai;tOl.~.diw the :: .... ·o .• :et.a.iC. teot1nr; i n accord­
ance with !...octi on 1102 r1 of tho J..JD.t:s of . 1 sour!, 1941. 

APP.dOV .... .D : 

ROY ! .. C.Ltll' .1.'H.ICK 
Attorne~ -General 

~ot.,.;>ec ·(.f ..... 11~- submit ted , 

JO!fil 3 • .. II ......... I r3 
Assistant Attor.noy- Genoral 


