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Procedure necessary to transfer 
delinquent s from Sta te Industrial 
Home for Girls to the Mi ssouri 
State School for Feeble-minded and 
Epileptic at Marshall . 

J~ay 27 , • 942 

l ncJus t r l al ... owe for Gi r l s 
Chillicothv , :. :i. s soar 1 

.uear !Uiss Thompson: 

r:o have your r oquoot of J:.'ebruar y 18 , 1942 , t o­
got her wi tLi sup 1l emen t al a ta fui'l"'i shed by you , and which 
r equest is , in substnnco , thi s : 

"I will appro cia te yo·tr advice as how 
to best pr oceed i r a ttempting to ~ct 
t ho t ransfers made (1 . e ., the 3i r l s 
crhich you th:nk ar c i ncorriGi b l e or 
foeble-mi~ded ) fro~ t ho i ndustrial 
Home For ~irls at vbill ico t l16 to the 
Missouri St atG School for Feebl e- minded 
and Epilo'9tic . " 

The statutes of this s t ate v er y clearly set out 
t he method an~ or ocedur e 1ece ssary to make such a tran s­
f or . Section 9014 , L . s • . issouri , 1939 , is a s follows : 

nr..o cou.rt or magistra t e shall oent e ce 
anY. noulect ed or dependent gir~ to said 
i n s tit u tion , or any girl who is i i!sane 

'or i di otic , or af f licted with an i ncur­
able di sease or erceinte , or who ls eo 
i 2:corrigible t r at , in the opinion of 
t he officer sortercing her , ther e i s 
no t e f a i r poss i bili ty of he r r efoi•ma­
tion . " 



Miss Stella 1hompson ( 2 ) 
• 

The statute here sets out the type of girl who 
may be sentenced to the Stat e Industrial Ho~e for Girls. 
It also sets out the type of girls who may rot be sen­
tenced to tho said institutlon. 

Section 9015 , R. s. Missouri , 1939, io as follows: 

~ 
"The officer !l. charge of the insti­
tution, by an~ with the written con-
selt of the dir~otor of penal i n s titu­
tions , shall t c autl.or~zod and e1!'1pOt';ered 
t o r eturn whenc e she came any Girl who 
shall be f ound to be incorri~i ble or an 
i mproper subjec t for admissionJ and t here­
upon t he court or magistrate by whom tho 
said girl wan co~itted, or his su ccessor 
i n office , shall havo power to pass su ch 
sentence as would have been legal in the 
fir ot i nstance ii' said girl had not been 
sent to said industrial home . " 

This sect i on pr ovidoa that if a girl has been sent enced 
to the Sta te Industrial home tor Girls, and after t he comit­
ment she is found to be th~ wrong type of per son to be in 
t he said institut an , she shall be returned to the place 
from whence she came and the court shall then act de novo 
and place her i n tile i nstitution to which she pr operly 
belon<.:>s • 

~action 9392 , R. s . ~issouri , 1939 , sots out the pro­
cedure necessary to place a person in tho llissourl State 
~chool for reeblo- minded and Ek ::~ptic , and also , what 
type of person s hall be a~ittod. This section i s as 
follows : 

"There shal l be received and gratui­
tously supported i n tho ,Jissourl state 
schools , feeblo-mlnded and epileptics 
resldlng in tho state who , if of age , 
aro unabl e , or if u.~der a 3e , whoso 
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parents or guardians are unable to 
provide for their support therein , and 
who shall be designated as state patients . 
uuch additional numr er of feeble- n inded 
and epileptics , whether of a~e or under 
age , as can be co~veniently accomodated , 
shall be r eceived into the school by the 
managers on such ter ms as shall be just ; 
and shall be designated as pr ivate pat­
i ents . Feebl e- mi nded and epileptics 
s hall be recei~ed into the school only 
upon the written request of the ne r sons 
desiring to send them, stating the a~e , 
place of nativi ty, i f known , christian 
and surname , the town , city or county 
i n which guch persons respecti~ely r e­
side , and the ability of t he respective 
parents or guardi ans or others to pro­
vide for t.lleir support 1L whol e or in 
part , and if in part only , stating what 
part ; and stat1n6 a l so the degree of 
relationsh~p or other clrcumstances of 
connection bet~een _the patients and the 
persons requesting their admission ; 
which statement , in all cases of state 
patients , must be verified by the affi­
davit of the petitioners aPd or two 
disinterested persor.s , and acco;apanied 
by the opinion of two qualified physi­
cians , all reside~ts of the same county 
with the patient , and acquair1 ted wi th 
t he facts and circumstances stated, and 
who must be certlfiod to be credibl e by 
the county court of that county , or, in 
the case of the city of &t . Lo lls , by 
the hospital commissioner or t he ass~stant 
hospital commissior.er of ssid city ; and 
such county court , or, in the case of 
the city of St . Louis , the comptroller 
or said city, must also cer tify, in each 
case , that such patient is an e l igible 
and proper candidat e for admission to 
the col ony. bt ate patients , whether 2[ 
f!Ee 2.!: under ~ may ~ ~ r eceived 
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into the colony upon the official 
application of any jud e of a court 
of r eebrd: Provided, that tho county 
in whiiCh su ch state pa tidnta as are 
now inmates of said scl•ool, resided 
when they were aa~itted, and the 
county •herein sucn s ts t.o ;patients 
hereinafter admitted may- reside at 
t he time of such admi a:l.on, anall be 
liable for and shall pa] i1 to the 
tr8asur y of said school the sum of 
f ive dollars per month for each of 
such sta.e patients . " (UnderscorirJg 
ours . ) . 

lt is , t.hc.re1·ore , -c!-10 opinion of this Dcoartment 
that in ord~r to trars_cr a ~eraon fro~ tho ~tate Industrial 
Home r or Li'irl s to the 1 1880\.lrl St~tc .3CH00l for the Feeble­
minded ar!C ~p.ileptic, at ardhall, Us au-ri , tl4e 01 l y thing 
necessary is t'or tL.e ofJ.: cer i n cho.rr;e o.· tL.t:; Stale .1.ndustrial 
Home for v1rls , with the ~ritten consont of tho director of 
penal institutions , to r e turn tbe person to the place from 
which she came arc. tl.e .,t- of t he court, or his S\:.CC s aor 
in off' ice, shall thell havu tho powC;r to stmt r co the person 
to the place where she should prooorl y be coLfined . 

A PRO"JL D: 

PO'Y s. cKll1'H.1.~.;K 
Attorney Ciener·al of ... •1ssouri 
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Respectfully submitted 

LJv.lffiST l.TUBBE.LL 
AssistatJt Attorney- General 


