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STAT:: ELEBEUSY~.A~Y I1.3TITUTIONS : 

GUARDIAN AHD CURATOR : 

3uuer intendent of St ate 
liospi tal not authorized 
t o r eceive money and funds 
due inmat e . 

------------------------------------------------------------
Apr i l 22 , 1943 

Fl LED 

~.Ir. Ira A. Jones, Pres i dent 
Board of !~anagers 
State Bleemosynary Institu tions 
Jefferson City , Ilissouri 

Dear Sir: 

J e have your le t ter of recent date , i n which you sent 
us a copy of a letter f r om Dr. Ralph Hanks, Superintendent 
of State Hospital ho . :3 , l~ evada, Lii s souri , and also copy of 
a letter from Hr. William A. Sheruin , of Los Angeles, Cali­
f orni a, i n which you request the opi nion of this offi ce on 
t he question asked in l4r. Sherwin 's letter. 

1'
1 r on t he corresponden ce we understand t hat t h ere is, 

apparently , an estate in t ho State of California, a portion 

b 

of which is due a pati en t in t he State Hospital at Nevada, 
Uissour i , and t :1at you desire to l::no\i t7hether t h e Superintend­
en t of t his State IIospital may recei ve and receipt f or money 
due t he patient in this hospital . · 

AlthouGh t he facts given us are very meage~, we wi ll 
give you our opi n ion , which may be a guide for you in t his 
case . 

We must assume t hat s i nce tho patien t is an inmate of 
State !Ios pi tal llo . 3 at .~.. evada, llissouri, that he i s, and 
Tias at t ho time of his comrndtment, a resident of s ome Count y 
i n t he State o.f I.t issouri. I f such is t he case, and t he estate 
is of s uffic i en t vol uue, it will be necessary for a guardi an 
and curator to be appointed by t he Pr obate Court of t he Count y 
of t he pati ent's r es i dence i n -.isaour i and , after t he guardian 
and curator hns been du ly appointed and has g iven bond , accord­
ing to the laws of t his State , he would be authorized and em­
powered t o e ive a valid receipt to t he person from whence t he 
property came . 
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Fro~ the above we conclude that the Superintendent 
of State Hospi tal Uo . 3 at Nevada, Missouri , is not au­
t horized to recei .. ~e and receipt for t he money and prop­
erty of such ward and that it is tho duty of a duly ap­
poulted guardian and cur ator to receive and receipt for 
such money or property. 

CRII:C ? 

APPROVED : 

ROY !JcKITTRICK 
Attorney- General 

Respectfully submitted, 

COVELL R. IIErli'ri' 
Assistant Attorney- General 
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