
OFlt,ICERS : Sheriffs may serve civil and criminal proce~s ~n 
mili t ar y reservations . 

Hon , ' a:,ne V, Sl ankard 
Proaocutins ~ttorney 
Newton County 
Neosho, U1c. sour1 

Dear IAr . Slanknrdt 

June 2, 1943 . 

I I 

? 

Fl LED 

f;J 

This ia to acKnowledge receipt of your letter of 
t.:a:, 27th, 1943 , in mic 1 you request t he ·opi nion of this 
Department on the following: 

"Does the Sheriff o£ l~ewton Count y 
have t ho authority to sorve tarranta 
and civil. processes in tho Camp 
Crowder military reservat ion. . I would 
like to know just what t he extent or 
his authority would be . " 

This department has no information as to tho owner­
ship of the lanc.l occupied by Con p ~rowder . The onl y method of 
o~tninin J thin information accuratel y , is by examining the 
deed r :lcords in the counties r.here in t his 11ilitary rese1•vation 
is located . However, wo feel t hnt under the condition of the 
law at t he present time, it mru<os no difference , as f a r as your 
probl em i s conoornod , as to the o~nership of this property . 

' 
'l'he J llited s tates Government i s given t he authorit y 

t o a cquire lanc.l for c vrtnin purposes ~ the Federal Constitution, 
one of ouch purpe~es being f or "f orto . 'l"he provi sion in the 
Constitution is Article I, [action 8, J lauee 17, and provides 
a s follOWSI 

. · ~ 
"To exorcise excl usive l egislation, 1n 
all cases whatsoever, over such distri ct 
(not exceeding ten mil es square) as may , 
by cessi on of particular ~tatoo , and the 
acc 3ptance of Congress , beoomo the seat 
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of .:;ovorru.tant of' the Uni t_.d r tatos, and 
to oxacuto like authority ovor all places 
purchased by the consent of the legis­
lature of the tate in tihich tho sru~e 
~ha 1 bo , for the erection of f orts , 
-:.acazlnes , crsenals , dock r.ards , ond 
othor needful build i ngs; ;:· • 

It is clear from t his provision that t ~o United ~ tates 
Gover nment can acquire property f or use in projects like Camp 
crowder b:r purchasing s uch property v:i th the consent of the 
State Legislature of the ' tat ~ wherein such real estate lies . 

~10 LGglsl ature of this State has g ivon permission 
to tho United .;tate a Uovernment to acm i re land in this r tnte 
for cer tain purpo~o~ . This permi~sion is of co ..rso in the form 
of a statute , and is ~action 12691, H. s . Mo . 1939 . l.his section 
provides as foll or.s: 

"Tho con ... ont of tho ':tate of r.Ii · souri 
is he ·e ':Jy given i n o.ccords.nco with tho 
sovdntoonth clause , ei~ht:.1 section of' 
t ho first article of t he (,onstltution 
of tho United tatos t o tho acquisition 
by the Uni tod s tatt'lS by purchase or 
~;rant of any land in this ~ tate which 
ha& been or nmj hereaftor be acquired, 
for t ·le _:>urpoae of establishing and 
tai :tainin ;:; postoffices , internal revenue 

a.."l<l othe1• .:;overnr.1ont offices , hospitals , 
sru1atoriU!llS , fish be.tcher1es , f3U..te and 
bird preso~ves ruld land for reforoDtntion, 
r ecreational and S.Gricul tural usos . ,'· 

lio"•evor , ns to t :1e re~lation of cl vil ond crt ,i n al 
process ln such govorThtont ucqulrod territory , ~e find that 
Section 12693, -l • . ... o . 1939 , P.L"'Oscribos t -"10 following: 

"1he jurisdiction of the state of IJ1s-
f.lour1 in and ovur all ,':;uch land p.Irch:l.sod 
O.L· O.C <i_.l.h' Jd as provided 1n sa.c tlon 12691 
is hereby granted and coded to the United 
States so l onG as the United State s shall 
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o· ·a nald lnnd: J?ro'..:u.cd , til. t tilOj}O 

l s ho:t• ')":J r cso.s:•vod t o the atato of 
...,,.it.aottr1 , •. mll1>nirr.)t.. , fuL. a.·Llthori t y 
to serve tmd J .>eu to a l l proeoL s , 
cl vil m1-. cri .!.nal , 1: s-c.0a unu.or ttl€~ 
rnt !1ori tL of tho st. to vl thin Buch 
land~ or tn.o bu.:. l O.in ;::, t 1eroon. " 

Th~ s depart .1ont f .;el... t '1nt thoro nro .;o ... u il.) l y oo.1o 
quo..,tl.ou .... o.o to ,,het ... HH' --ctio.l l2oJl, supro , \ oulu o._Jply to 
a J1 11 to.r;y rosorvo.tion, ~Lnco th J statu to ~~i vos t ... o .ovorn..1ont 
t !lO au thor 1 t~ to uc !UL·o lru1.u~ J'or t o .._JUl.'pO::H1 of 11 u.Jta.Jli ah -
ln ; 0..'1L. ..... alnto.~~l.J.. .t--~O.:: to:...-·_c;J~ , iJ.1tcl'.lllll .•avenue ruL~ ot-nor 
,:ovor. mont of ·leo .... , tl.H .. .t-> • ta.J..t. , ;...n. ... la.tori.u-as , .f i sh .1u tcn01•io..., , 
1 ~n;.J.o anu. ):i..ru ,rouorv .:; nne... la.KL f'or ..... ~fo1• station, rocl•oational 
anu a_,rlc-.. ltural i.l .... e& . " ·10\ over , a d i s cussion a ... to this 
quo ... t l o.1 ls Ull..."l.oco ... ar:, oi.~.1ce tho L tate , .. :.11 .... til l .·oto.in iJ ,r ­
,ai.. .. sloL. to ... e rvo ot:1 civil and crlwinal g.~.•oco .. ~ in thlt. 
torrl tor J evo •• thou!Jh t .. 1i .... 3to.tuto dooo or• <.lOI..l& not O.) Jl -:J . If 
t:1e st .tute a.p,_1lio~ o.nd tw LJlli'l..ou ...,tluOS iuw _..J..., l' .. o~1o.l to 
Jv. ·c !.i:JO t ... 1... pr )ot·t~ , t!le Lot.. ...... lat-~.:1'0 an.., o oci ... lcnlly ro­
ta no._ t ... o ri.g:.1t to o ~ocuto c1vll nnu cri u.~n- p~·vc, •• s ·...ultAer 
~.Jc tion 1 269.:> , su.1.u·a . Il tJ.lo otntuto ooL uot a .;>l :,r , thon i f 
t!1e ovor.1.1. 10nt has !JUrc .. lu:.. .... c.. t. 10 l anu , it llu:.. done o \~ 1 t~1m .. t 
lo-ir..lativo authol., it-., n~ ... ·oy_A._ .. ..;c.. t ... u ,;doral ~. stitutioJ.1, 
an, cvn eqhen"cl:, under tho <.h.C ol.o ... J.s of 1..:10 court t.10 state 
\',he:.."'e i n t 10 rJroport~ llos \'.'OUld Still :'Ot G.i::l pol i tiCr'.l juri s -
CliCtlon . !...4 tno co.so ox· ..J.I.litvu . tnto~ v • • t:\1 ... t•£l ... lCisco rl c-.:e 
t.,o., u .... od . d:Jl , ulO .J.Hstrict \..ourt o Cali ... ·orniu • . .J l c. t .... at a 
::to.to .rcna : !l;J ct. .,;,Jl _,to n. cL e c l Lls i vo J l:i..tlc o.l ju1•ir.L.ictlo 
over la.nds 1: .thi. ... it:. 1 ' 1ltL J, x·c:la5dd .JY tllo t ni1;oa. tntc s a s 
o. :...1 to for o. _Ju.;llc .;utl<llng , w 1 t;t. a~...c ... 1 pm•c ... 1. sc.. • c.e '1 tll t!1o 
cv .... sont Jf l ts lo,:l slo.t _r-3 , o_· Jurirt. • ctlon had O>J 1 other lse 
cet...o~.. to t.1e Vn l tod ·Gu ... 0 3 , a.. - an, u ·~·ens o 11:,ain:.. t 1 t3 1 .,' s 
CO .. ill~...tou t Jlereou .lo ~·.l.i.llt.ha .lo i n it~ Cu J.rts . 

l.llo onl:, oi:hor u .: t:' .. o J:, 1ic.1 tho ni tod tatos can 
gain c .... cl. .. sivo • .JO ~::ion m.u Cv~ltro.l o1· pl"'op0rt:y rlthin o. 
... to. te wo 1..1lu oo JY t, 10 ~J o; i "ln t u.ro codinG Jroport:r to -chez!l. G 
c a..1 1m no o.c t .).J..~ tho Le ;.i.3lat·tll'o \7H1 ell dous coU.o to tho 
J.ovorlli!lent t ,e Jropert~ occ u.;>i od b:y Ca.q t.ro\ .. Cier . 
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Therefor•o , if 'L 10 _n·op JL~ty has uoell. pu cL.o.t~od by 
tllo Govor ruuon t, t '.le .. t a t o in any inntcmco has 1·otulnuu 
1'ol l '!;L Cul juri~a.lc t 1on anu .u.a..s tho l"' i c;ht t o 1.~suo oth c 1 vil 
tnd cri.alno.l .JI'Oco s in such Hili tary ro:Jorvn t i on . 

Conclusion 

'I'herefore , l. t 1 ... tne opinion of t his uopa1•t.~ont 
t}u.t the Sherif f of lH.>\ t on vounty hns aut hor i t~ to Ol'VO 

\ a:L·ranta o.nd c i v11 pr•o coosos ln t,;hO e n •lP c ro\ aor .llil 1 tary 
Jo.J &rvat i on . 

J ' .. II" ~ . .PIIILLIPt: 
!;i a i;ant ~ ttol .. ney- :Jonorul 

JSl' LG 

.u.OY _cKI.rTnit,K 

.• t torno~ - Gene ral 


