
C.{.: :T!~ .. L LJ~\1: :ll5noiR lj ceLsf>e f>' t~ t1'3d to reco-~ni tion 
under rec; :~:ro<'~. ty . 

June 25 , 1943 

Honor able Jasper R. Vettori 
Associate Prosecutinc Attorney 
r~icipal co~trts Buil ding 
st. Louis, Mi s souri 

Dear Mr • Vettori : 

Under date of June 21, 1943, you wrote this office 
requesting an opinion, as f ollows: 

"This off ice desires an opinion to cover 
the f ollowine facts and circumst ances: 

"'A' has been a resident of this city 
for the past year workine in a defense 
plant but maint ains a ·home i n the state 
of Illinois where his family reside . ne 
lives in a rooming house here and visits 
his family over the week- end. He h.as Ell 

automobile which he has been operating 
in this state ever since he ha s been here 
and has an Illinois Registration Certificate, 
an Illinois s tate Drivers' License and 
Illinois s tate Pl ates . He was arrested 
recently and ehe.rc;f1u \:,i Ll .L !'allure to have 
rUssour1 State Vehicle and Drivers • License 
and his councel contends that under the 
circumstances he does not need them. 

" We l'lill appreciate your opinion in t he 
premises . " 

The s tates of Missouri and I llinois both have statutes 
requiring the reeistration and l icensing of motor vehicles . 
The Missouri statutes are found in Article l, Chapter 45, 
R. s . Mo . 1939 . Section 8369 of this Articl e and Chapter 
contains provisions requirinG the r egistration of motor 
vehicl es . 

The Illinois Motor Vehicle Registration Law is found 
in Chapter ~~. I . R. s . 1941, Bar Associ ation Edition. Section 8 
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of this Chapter requir es t ne r esl stration of motor vehicles 
and is foll:l'led bJ several ot.1er sec&ions classii'yinB motor 
vehicles for registration purposes , and tae C,lapter further 
contaLns ottl c..r sections w.ticll u r o not nero pertinent . 

The States of t~ssour~ ~~d i lli nols eacn have a statute 
W11i ch exempts non-res..~..dent v mora of ~otor vehicles froo the 
operation of chc l m•s l"'G!iulrinr'. ro ~l stratlon . Tae Hissouri 
statute \'lhich exelllL')ts non- residents i s s ecti on 8375 of Article l , 
Chapter 45 R. s . I o . 1939 : 

" A nonrealdent owner , e .. .wept as otherl'rlse 
her ein provided, ownin~ any motor vehicle 
wluch has been duly registered for the 
current jear i n the state, country or otner 
pl ace of which the owner is a resident and 
which at all times when operated in the 
state has displayed upon it the number pl ate 
or plates i ssu ~ r or such vehiclo i n the 
place of r~sldencr of 5Uch owner may operate 
or perm1 t the OJ.>eration of such vehicle 
within this s tate without resistering such 
vehicle or payine any f ee to this state, 
provided t hat tlle provtsions of this section 
shall be operative as to a vehicle or1ned by 
a nonresident of tnis state only to the ex-
tent tnat Q~der the l aws of t~e state, countr y-­
or other place of residence of such nonresi ­
dent owner like exemptions aro 1r anted to 

· vehicles registered under the laws of and 
owne.d by .·esidents of thi s state . " 

The Illinois sthtuto 3r ant1n3 exomption from theoporation of 
the Illinois Reaistration Statute t o non- resident owners i s 
section 22 , Ch apter 9&~, I . R. s . 1041 and is '""s follows: 

"Except as is ~ercin provid~d for foreign 
corporations , the provisions o£ s ectLons 8 1 
9 , 9b , 9c, 9d, 9e , 9f, 9g, 9h, 91; 9j , 9k, l O, 
14, 17 1 and 27 of this .• ct shall not appl y 
to any motor ve li c1e or 1otor · ic.,r1e owned 
by non- residents of this St ate if the owner 
thereof has compli ed with the law requiring 
t he registration of motor vehicles or motor 
bi cycles or t he names of the owner s t hereof 
in force in the cit y ,state, foreign country 
or province , territory or Federal district of 
his residence: and the reeistrat i on number 
showine the i nitial or abbreviation of the 
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name of suc _ city , state, foreign country 
or province, territory or Federal district, 
is displ ayed on such vehicle substantiall y 
as is provided in Section'l4 of this Act: 
Provided, that the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be operative as to a motor ve­
hicle or motor bicycle owned by a non- resi ­
dent of this s tate onlJ to the extent that 
under the l aws of the citJ , state, foreign 
country or province , territory or Federal 
district of hl s residence , l ike exemptions 
and pri vile~es are ~anted to r.totor veld cles 
or mo tor bicJ cles duly reeistered under the 
laws of and o\med by residents of this s t ate . 
If, under t no l aws of such city, state , 
foreign country or province, territory or 
Federal district , motob vehicles or motor 
bicycl es owned by residents of this State, 
operating upon the hiehways of such city , 
state, foreign country or province , terri ­
tory or Federal district , are required to 
pay the regi stration fee and carry the 
license plates or pay any other fee or tax 
to such city, state , foreign country or 
province , t erritory or Pederal district , 
t he motor vehicles or motor bicycles owned 
by residents of such city, state, foreign 
country or province , territory or Federal 
district, and operating upon t he highways 
of this state s nall comply wi t h the pro­
visi ons of sections 8 , 9 , 9b, 9c , 9d, 9e , 
9f, 9g, 9h, 9i , 9j , 9k, 10, 14, 17 und 27 
of this Act . Forei~ corporations , part­
nerships and individuals ownin:~ , maintaining 
or operatin~ places of business in this 
state and uslnr~ motor vehi cles or motor bi ­
cycles in coruw ctlon vd th such places of 
business , s .~all compl y with t he provisions 
of sections 8 , 9 , 9b, 9c, 9d, 9e , 9f , 9g1 
9h, 91 , 9 j, 9k, 10, 14, 17 and 27 of this 
Act insofar as t he ~otor vehicles and motor 
bicycles u sed in connection with such places 
of business are concerned. " 

Both states also have l aws requiring a drivers • license 
or operators• license. The Missouri Drivers ' License Law is 
round in Article 3 1 Chapter 45 , R. s . Ho. 1939 , and this Law 
contains provisions which e X £ mp t non- residents from the appli­
cation of the Law. Attention is directed to Section 8444 , 



Bon. Jasper R. Vettori June 25, 1943 

.Article 3 , Chapter 45, R. s . no . 1939, as f oll ows : 

"( a) It shall Le unlawful for any person 
except those hereinafter expressl y exempted 
t o drive any notor vehicl e upon any hiehway 
1n this state unl oss such person has a valid 
l icense as an operator under the pr ovision.& 
of this article ~ 

"{b) Any person holdine a valid chauff eur ' s 
license or r egistered operator's lieenRe , 
as provided i n Sect ions 8372 and 817~, need 
·not procure an operator ' s l i cense . " 

And to the following portion of 8445: 

"The followin~ persons ru:·~ exempt from l icense 
hereunder : -: -: -:. -::-

• 2 . A nonresident who is at least sixteen 
(16) years of a;e and who has in his immediate 
possessi on a valid operator ' s l icense iss ued 
to him in his houe state u 1 .. country nay operate 
a Motor vehicle in this Stato onl y as an 
opera t or." 

-
The Illinois s tatute requirins a driver ' s or operator's 

l icense is Sec tion 34a o£ CLlUpter 95l I . R. :::, . 1941, which sec­
tion is as fol lows : 

•on and after May 1, 1 939 in the case or 
operators and on m d aft e r January 1 , 1939 ; 
in case of chauffeurs, no person except 
those hereinaf'ter expr essl y exempted, ahnll 
dri ve any motor venl cle upon a hiehway in 
this State, unless sucn person has a valid 
l i co se as an operator or chauffeur under t he 
provisions of t •us net, un operator being 
hereby def'i ned to neun any person, other than 
a chauffeur, who is in actual physical con­
trol of u m?tor vohlcle upon a hi ._:;hltay. Any 
person holcun~ a v £~id cha.u!'feur ' s license 
hereunder need not procuro an operator 's 
l i ce 1se. PI•ovided, 1ow~v~.r, t hat t '1.e .following 
persons are ex~mpt from the requirements o!' 
this Sectim. : 

~- AnY person whlleoperatinz a motor vehicle 
in the servi ce of tho Ar my, ravy, or I!arim 
Corps of the United States; 
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"2. Any person while drivinc or operating 
a road utachine , farm tractor or implement 
or husb,andry t omporaril.Y drawn, noved,or 
propelled on a hi 1hnay ;. 

"3 . ' A non- resident or this State who is 
at least r irt een yec..rs of age anc.. who has 
in his i~1ediate possession a val id operator ' s 
l icense issued to him in his hot .. e State or 
c ountry, may operate a muter vehicle ~ this 
State only as an operat or; 

"4. A non-resident who i s at least ejgb.teen 
years or age and who han in hi s iJnllledlate 
pos~ession a valid c';. .;.!l'eu-' s license issued 
to him i n his state or ~ountry may operate 
a motor vehicle in this Stato either as 
an operator or chauf feur except t hat any 
sue~ person must be.lLcensed as a chau£feur 
hereunder berore acce ,tlnG c~pleyment as a 
cnauffeur r rom a t•esidcnt of this state ; 

11 5 . Any non- resit!cnt v1ho ls at lonst fir­
teen :·ehrs of' a•_,e , whoa<- home state or 
Country does not r equ.re the liconslnc; 
of raperators , whlle operat lng o. motor ve­
hicl e a s an opel"'ator only, for a period 
of not Nore tnv.n 90 days in uny cal endar 
year, 11' tne motor· ve·licle oo operated 
i s d .J.y registered in the t.~.ume State or 
Country of suc1 non- resident . 

"The provisions of this section gl~antinr; 
exemptions to non- residouts ::;hall be 
ope~ atl ve onl. ll 1.cn under tho laws of t _e 
s tat e , lorei~ count ry or rovince , terri­
tory or federal distr ict or such. non- r esi ­
dent~ l ike exemption and pr l vil eces are 
errul~ed to licensed regident operators and 
c.1aurreurs of this S tate." 

Attention is directed to the fact t '1at t d~ Illinois .ota­
tute cont ains nn exemption cl ause e2emptin~ non- residents which 
is qui te s imilar t o t he J~ssour1 exempti on statute . 

Under the statltes or the two s t~tes , ~t i s ~pnrent t hat 
registration of a motor vehicl e i n one of chc states and r eeis -
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tration as a licensed operator in one or these two states 
may be given recocnition i n the other state . 

c .. : CLUSION 

If the State or Illino1s gives f\tll r ecoenition to a 
Missouri Jiotor Vehicle Li cense and lll ssouri Driver ' s License 
as it i s author ized to do by statute, t Len it is the opi nion 
of t 1le writer t na t t her e should be no prosecution under the 
state of facta s e t out in your l etter . 

APPROVE.D: 

ROY hcKI f TRICK 
Attorney- General 

WvJ : PD 

Respectfull y submitted, 

Yl . 0 . JACKSO.~.T 
Assist 8ntAt t orney- General 


