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COUNTY COURTS : County Court is not authorized to 
POOL TABLE LICF.NSE collect a license tax from a club 

where tables are used by members 
without ohr "ge . 

November. 16, 1943 

Honorable A. L. Wright 
Prosecuting Attorney of Stone County 
Galena, Mo. 

Dear Sirs 
. 

This is in reply to your letter of November 10, 
1943, requesting for an official opinion of this o~­
fioe in the following wordst 

"A gr oupe of men in Galena have form­
ed what they call a club, being only 
about 10 of them, have rented a club 
room, and among other equippment in 
t he c lub room keep and use for their 
own amusement a pool table. No char Ge 
is made by the club for playing on 
t he table by i ts members. The total 
expense or the club ia of course paid 
by t he' members. 

•under Chapter 136 ot R. s . 1039 cat1 
the County require them to p&~ a ~i­
cense for the keeping ~ad use of this 
t able? 

"tt ~nea not ~eem to me tha t the county 
can ~o ao fRr 3 et section 16406 seems 
to make only one exception. 

"Let me have your opinion•• 

Section 16397, R. s . Mo., 1939, is as followss 

•county oo~t to license keeper• of 
billiard tables.r·The county court 
shall have power to license t he keep-
era of billiard tables, pigeonhole 
tables, jenny lind tables, and all 
other tables kept and uaed for gam-
ing, upon which balls and cuea are 
used. At each ter.m, the cler k of 
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said court shall pre~are and de­
liver to t he collec·tor of their 
c ounties as many blank licenses 
for the keepers of s uch t ables, 
her einbefors mentloned , as the 
respective courts shall di rect, 
which shall be signed by the clerk 
and attested by t he seal of the 
court." (R. s . 1 929 , Sec . 14272 . } 

Section 15405, R. s . Mo., 1 939, as amended by 
the Laws of Missouri , 1 941, P. 51 9 , Par. 1, is as 
follows: 

"Except:ons--This chapter shal l 
not ap _.. l y t o an-r p t rson having 
set ~P i n his~own priva t e r es i ­
dence any one of such tablca 
menti cned i n ~ection · l5397, when 
used for his own pri vate use , and 
for the use of his f amily, E££ !£ 
clubs where pool , bi l liard and 
other tables ~ used excluSIVely 
f or club members and upod which no 
cnarge-?or playing Is ~·B -

CONCLUSION 

From the forego i ng, it is t he opinion of this 
off i ce t hat private clubs that have a pool table 
which i s used excl usively by club members , and for 
wh ich t here is uo charge made for playing, are not 
sub j ec t to the license tax pr ovided for in Chapter 
135, R. S. Mo ., 1939. 

APPROVED : 

HOY Mc KITTRICK 
Attorney General 

GW : DC 

Respectfully submitted 

GAYLORD WI L:'I NS 
Assistant Attorney General 

' 


