TURE uly elected officers of the How e of illepresentative
IREA ) Ent{tled to compensation as provided by law wntil
the end of the session in which they have been
elected, unless sooner removed by the members of

the Legislature,.
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Honorable James 'y Dent

Hopregentative of Dent County
Joiferson City, Missouri

Cear &1r:

“e are In recelpt of your written request for
an oplnlon, which reads as follows:

"I am heroby submitting my request

for an official opinion os to whether
employces listod under Rule 25 of

the iules of the House for the Sixty-
third General Assembly of Missouri,

are entltlod to pay subsoquent to the
racess of the liouse on June 29th, 1945,."

Sectlon 18, Article III of the Comstitutlon of Wissouri
of 1945, provides as follows:

"Each house shall appoint its own offl-
cors; # # % may detormine the rulecs of
1ts own proceedings, except as herein -
provided; i # #"

: Pursuant to thoe above constitutional provislons
the liouse of Representatives in proper manner has adopted

rules of the House for the Sixty-third General seembly of !lise
sourl, andamong these rules is Rule 25, which provides as follows:

"The House shall, at the commencoment

of ench session, and as soon as may ve
necessary, olect a Chief Clerk, an Assis-
tant Chief Clerk, a Clerk of the Come
mlttee of 3ills Perfected and Printed, a
Clerit of tho Coumittee on 1lls Agraecd

To and I"inally Passod, a Heading Clerk,
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a Doorkeeper, a Serpgeant-at-Arms, an
0fficial Heporter, a Chaplain, a Post-
master, a Chief Stonographer, and an
Assistant Chief Stenographer, who shall
hold thelr offices umtil the snd of the
sossion in which they shall have been
elected, unless sooner removed by a vote

of the members present, and who shall

bs entitled to such compensation as may

ve provlded by lew. They shall respective-
1y take tho oath to support the Constitution
of the United States and of this Stage and
faithfully demom themselves in office and
keep the secrets of the ilouse, which oath
shall be administored by the Speaker,"

Rule 145 of the Rules of the House for the Sixty-
third General Assombly provides as follows:

"o standing rule or order of the louse
shall be dispensed with, oxcept by unani-
mous consent or unless a constitutional
majority concur therein, and motions for
that purpose shall be limited to the
questlon or proposition under considor-
ation.”

_ Under the rules quoted above, after the House has
agly elocted the of:i'icers as provided for in Hule 25, supra,
the of 'icers named therein hold their o. ices until the end
of the session in which they have been elescted, unless sooner
removed by a vote of the members present, and are entitled to
such compensatlion as may be provided by law,

Bacause of Rule 145, supra, Rule 25, supra, may not
be abrogated or changed in any manner, except by wnanimous con=-
sent or unless a constitutional majority concurs in such action.

In Merchants LExchange v. Knott, 212 lMo., 616, 1. ¢
640, the court gives the following dafinitiona: ’ ’

" 3 # Briofly, legislative power is
the power to makes laws, Vhat 1is a law?
""unicipal law,' says Chancellor Kent,
éigﬁ% rule of civil conduct prescribed

o supreme powor of & state.! (L Kent
T, 1'4'53.)_',' .Y —.L"hat_d'é%[nitim is
part of Sir Villiam Slackstone's, which
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adds, 'commanding what is right and
prohibiting what 1s wrong.,! In his
notes to Blackstone (1 Sharswood's

Blk, Comm., pe 44) Judge Sharswood
defines a law to be: 'A rule of civil
conduct prescrived by the supreme power
1n a State, commanding what is to be
done, and prohibiting the contrary.!

"Now, a rule is a rule, as distinguished
from whim, caprice, compact, agreement,
or more discretion. !'Prescribed! means
that the rule must not remain in the
broast of the Legislature but shall be
menifested and published in a public and
consplcuous manner so as to be known

as a rule of civil conduct. (1 Blk., pe
45,)% & #"

Then, when the Leglslature, acting within its power,
adopts certain rules as the supreme power of the State of
Mlesouwri and publicly acknowledges these rules governing its
conduct, they should be as jealously guarded and followed as
any other law of the land.,

Conclusion

Therefore, it 1s the opinion of this department that
the officers of the ilouso of Representatives that are listed
under Rule 256 of the Rules of the Houss for the Sixty-third
General Assembly, hold their offices until thes end of the
session in which they have beoen slected, unless sooner removed
by a vote of the members present and during this period that
they hold their offices thoy are entitled to such compensation
as may ve provided by law,

Respectfully submitted,

A. Vo OVSLEY
Assistant ittorney General

APPROVID:

J. Lo TAYLOR
”GAttorney General
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