ASSESSORS » ot entitled to compensetion for assessing non-
taxable property. '
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Mr. John R. Johnscn,

Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

Reynolds County,

Centervlille, Mlssouri. :

Dear Slirg

In your letter of January 31, 1644, it 1s stated the
audit of the Assessor for the years 1937 to May 31, 1941, in-
clusive has resulted in that offlcer belng cherged with a short-
age of (133,24, The auditor's explanation of this charge 1s:

"$130.54 for making and entering lists and
tracts of land. In several cases lr. Lrown
(the essessor) charged for lists on real
estate and personal property belonging to

the same person and for each entry in sec-
tions where one person's neme appeared twice
in the same section; also for entries on non-
taxable property.

"$2.70 represents charges of mileage 'for ser=
vices on board of equalization."

It appears from your letter that the shortage charge
arising from "entries on non-taxable prOperty” was the assessment
of Govermnent land agaln where 1t was shown on the previous year's
books, having in the interim been acquired by the Government and -
become non-texable.

You desire our oplnion on the correctness of the shortage
cherge arising from the assessment of the non-taxable property.

Section 10050 R. 3. Mo. 1939, 1in prescribling the duties
of the assessor provides:

"The assessor or his deputy or deputies shall
between the first days of June and January,
and after belng furnished wlith the necessary
books and blanks by the county clerk at the
expense of the county, proceed to take a list

of the Enxablo personal prggertf %g% real
estate 1n his county, town or district, and
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assess the value thereof, in the manner fol-
low ng to-wit: He shall call at the office,
place of deing business or residence of each
person required by this chapter to list prop-
erty, and shall require such persons to make

a correct statement of all taxable property
owned by such person, or under the care,

charge or management of such person, except
merchandise which may be required to pay a
license tax, being in any ecounty of this state
in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter, and the person listing the property shall
enter a true and correct statement of such
property, in a printed or written blank prepsre
ed for that purposejs % =",

This section then goes on and enumerates what the lists shall
contain and concludes with:

"x % and every othcr specles of property not
exempt by law from taxation."

It 1s, therefore, very clear that the assessor 1a not to assess
or take lists of property that is non-taxable. Further bearing
this out 1s other provisions of the lew. Section 10866 K. S. lo.,
1939, makes provision for obtalning maps and plats for the asses-
sor's use in assessing real estate, and Section 10668 R. S. io,
1639, provides that: ;

"The assessor shall have free access to sald
maps during the time of assessment with a
view to ascertain what lands are taxablegs =",

Again Sectlion 10969 R. S. Mo, 1939, provides:

"The assessor, on examination and compari-
son of the list of property delivered by
individuals, and the list of lands furnish-
ed by the secretary of state, and salid maps
and plats, and after diligent efforts for
ascertaining all taxable property in his
county, shall make a complete list of all the
taxable property in his county, to be called
the assessor's booke"
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Prom the last secilon quoted, 1t is to be seen that only
the taxable property 1s llsted in the assessor's book, for the
making up of which the assessor is compensated under Section
10971, R. S. ¥o. 1938,

CONCLUSION.

1%, therefore, 1s our opinion that an assessor is not
entitled to receive any compensation for taking or making on his
own view a2 list on non-taxable property, nor is he entitled teo
compensation for entering the same in the assessor's book.

Respectfully submitted,

LAWRIXNCE L. BRADLEY
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVEDs:

ROY MoKITTRICK
Attorney-General
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