
COUNTY HOSPITAL: County Court is without authority to change 
location of county hospital built und~r 
provisions of Section 15192, R. s . Mo. 1939 • 
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.. our lo·i:;tor to Son();."~t l :a .. lo.•, ~...ntod ~ .. 2 , 1945 , 
to~o thor Hl th lotto"':' to ';)-ou undo:> dnto of April 30 , 1945 , 
f r o.n ~:::- . Ho1mio .t . ... ro onwol l , ho. )uon rofor::-cd to no for 
an op. ion "" •oq.ust Jd thOl."'o1n . .L

1ho:Jo lo .:toj, .. O O.l"'O ... ·oo.._)oct:\o­
ly, uo f ollo:.··a: 

11 I a .1 .J_"'lclo ... :t:n ~ c. .Lo ... to-· w .. 1c .. 1 is :.olf­
o.xplnn ~ t orJ- . 

",.ill yo l plo oo Givo uo o.n opin i on .. ':J 
early a.s you ca 1 oo ti1nt I co.n t ra.lU'.tit 
.!. t to dr.. . C!'Oull :o ll at . . a:~tt l tt 

11 JI.o you >rob.J.";)l· nl1•c!:-..~ !mm?, o ::.:>o 
holdi::1·· O.!l e .cct lon I n; l9t~l for tho 
purpose of isB'l liig (35J , 000 . 0 ';';orth 
of boruls for n Cou.""lty ::roopital to o 
loca ted at 01' nonr En:, t: . ..:ho ouootion 
hns como up rce" J.~ i 'l( t:1o location. 
Sever 1 r•oliablo c i tizons , uho aro in 
n poo 1 tlon to in.:' l uonco t:1o roaul ts of 
tho v0to , ~oli~vo it ~id1t ~o pos~i~lo 
fo.~ t'l.e hos)lto.l to be ")uilt nt {'0.10 
othO.&.' to. n i n i;ha County after r . .!'uv cr ­
abl.J •oto has been cast i'ol" tho location 
a. t .~a.: t i, thoro foro , 1 t !s ox cromely 
lmpo .... tu.lC ·.;:lt.lt we :1uV.J o. l"ulin ; f rom 
tho .ptvfitO~ Gonoral a.t the oarliost 
po~ j/ l o •. 10. IOi.t clarif:·1n_: this po.rtic­
ulnr .. tatter . I wroto .r . J . \ • urch , 
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_,iroctor of ::..:xtons ion !...crvice , s ouotil."le 
ago and ho r efe rred t he mo.ttor to the 
Attor ney Gener al but I have not hao.rd 
f r om hi.1 a.s yet . I!l other \'7ords , wo 
woulcl like to ·:nm"' \"!lather or not the 
location can oo c:1an--:od af tor t ho elec ­
tion. You aro , of c ours e , far:tiliar \71th 
t ho s 1. tua tion i n this County botvmon 
Hayti ano Caruthersville . f .o.ny voters 
i n tho Hayti territory feel t hnt Caruthor s ­
villo r.tiF",ht be o.ble t o c-ot o c'hO.n[;e in the 
location o.ftor e favorab l e vote has ~oon 
cast for the hosnital at ... !ayti . 

11 I will consider it a porsona.l favor if 
you will cot i n touch with tho .'\ttornoy 
Gonero.l i ::t.;:'lodio.t olJ nnd o.slt h im to :·1 ve 
us a r ulinc thnt can be publ i shed i n our 
l ocal papers rego.l"'d i nc t his ~attar . " 

Tho question which appears to be in he . Gr oonVIell ' s 
le t ter is - Can tho County Court chance t ho location of a 
count"J Hospital , after an oloction , froJll tho location f:I S stated 
in t :1e petition presented to t ho c ourt for t hat purpose? 

. i th t :10 a cant inf or::::-111 t i on o. t ha. .d nnd tho inf or .a­
tion obtained f r o . .t t h o County ll l e r k , wo aro takin~ t~10 l) OS i tion 
that t he petition roqu .stinG an election for a county hospital 
has been dr afted i n compliance with Cho.ptor 126 , Article 4, 
Section 15192 , R. s . r.:o . 1939 , wherein it is stated "~ follows : 

"Any c ounty may establish a pu"ul ic :1ospital 
i n t ho f ollowin ~ ru:mnor: ":w11.ovor t:1c count y 
co~t of any county shall be prosentod with 
n petition s.trnod by one hund:ocd resident 
f r eehol der s of such county , f i f t y oi' whom 
shall not be rosidonts of tho c t t y , to\7n or 
vil laGe where : t is ~reposed t o locate such 
public hospital , o.s~ing that an annual tnx 
may ~o l oviod for the ostablishnant nnd r.tain­
t cno.nce of a public hospital a t a place in 
th~ county no.mod t he re i n , and shall opacify 
in their pe tition t he maximum amount of 
money )reposed t o bo oxpendod in purchasing 
or buildinG saiu hospital , such c ounty court 
shall s ubnit ti_o ouos tion to t:bo qualified 
electors of t he county at t ho noxt coneral 
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oleo tion to 0 o he lcl in t :·w county 1 or 
a.t a S)~c:a.l oloctlon called ;or t h nt 
purposo , first lvl. .r .i .• oty d.a.~"S 1 notice 
t hereof in 0!10 or 10r0 n OV1S) UpOrC pub­
liSi.lOd in tno county 1 if any bo publis:1od 
tiloroin , or oy ")octin, · writte~1 or printed 
not ice s i n enc!1 t orms:lip of tlJ.e c ounty , 
w!1ich not ice s hall nclude t h e to.:;.~t of the 
po tition nnl.. sta.to t.w amount of t :-10 tax 
to be l evied upo~1 tho ns::os sed ":lroporty 
of t h e s · id co mtj , wh ic!1 to.x s:1n 11 not 
e cood two {2) mills on t :1o d ollar , for 
n period of t:.1o not o._coo .. b. · t r'on t y 
:,oo..•s , n.."1...._ ·.~o for c'10 iS~IlO .f COU..l'lt';) 
bonds t o provid o funds for t h e :)Urc"'"so 
o_ ... r s i to or s i t oe nn~ t i1e o:.~oc ti o_ thoro­
on u.., a. nubl ic ;1os-o ita.l o.nd h ospital 
bu 'lalnr·s ; nnl: for tLe oup":lort of tho 
sn1.1o; which snid oloction shall bo h old 
nt t}!O ucunl vctinr· p l nco in such county 
for v'Jt·n~; upon c ount:, o;_ico;>s , nne: sh o.l l 

o co.nvo.ssod in tho sn1o 1~nnor a s t~o 
\oto 1'01" cou..l'l.t: of ic u_,:... is cm~vnssod . " 

It so oms t :1n t t h is count.) Los p i ta. l is to · .... o , oy the 
petition, loco. tad o.t or n oar lio.J-ti 1 ..: i s souri , nuC no aouo t t · o 
potltiO!l is actdnc t !u:1t said ] r opositl.on bo s ub.tittod to tho 
voters for t!lO 9urpose of l ovyln[; an annual tax for tho osto.blis h ­
mont and .. u1i:::1 tonanco of a uch public hoe pi tal o. t o. ') lace in tho 
countJ n~nod in s o.id pe tition . 

It o.ppou:.•s that if t ho :p..:> t .it ion 1 "s ).•ooontod. 1 is 
d ro.,·n i n cor.tplia.nco \7itf1 t:10 abovo s e ction, s t o.tin · t ... 1e prcpoood 
location o_ t :·10 ~lOS'J ital , r~nd ouo.:tittod to t~1e ~ooplo for a vote 
to locate t .o :10opital nt t :llo s pecific location, t h o.t t h o count y 
court ..-.oulu t ',on oo \': 1 thou t a.uthori t "J to 2 01 Jc t o.n othor or 
u. ifforont loco. ti o_. or co nunl t:, .r or ::: aid h oc p i to.l ; r o".1 tho. t 
named in t:lo po ti tion Emd us aubmi ttod to tho v oters, o.f tor n 
favorable e l ection. 

Conclus ion 

.rhorofor o 1 it i s t'1o oph.lon oi' t.llis d opnl't 1ont t·u1t 
\''hero n count~ h ospital 1::: ontnblisl1od under t 1c provisions of 
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~ec tion 15 1 92 , su9ra , tho.t t he county court would be wi t h ­
out authori t y to l ocate such a hospital in any other 
locali t-s than tho. t named in t~1e pet i t ion and presented to 
the voters , after o. favorable election for that purpose . 

APPHOV.LD: 

GFl! :EG 

J . ~ . TAYLOH 
Attorney.General 

Respectf ull y submitted, 

GO -..DON P • \' l~IR 
Assis t ant Attorney General 


