COUNTY HOSPITAL: County Court is without authority to change
location of county hospital buillt under
provisions of Section 15192, R, S. Mo. 1939,

FILED

/

Honorable John T, Buckley
lepresantative *
capitol ‘uilding, Room 403

Jofferson Clty, lilssouri

vear I, Buckleys

Your letter to CGenoral Taylor, dated .ay 2, 1945,
together with letter to you under date of April 30, 1945,
" from lir, Romnle F, Gresnwell, has boen referred to me for
an opinion as requestad thereln. These letters are rcapectlive-
ly, as followst

"I am enclosing a letter walech is self-
explanatory.

7111 you plense give us an opinion as
early as you can so that I can transmit
it to ilr, Creonwell at dayti."

-

"As you probably already know, we are
holding an electlon liay 19th for the
purpose of 1lssuing {350,000.00 worth

of bonds for a County Hospital to bve
located at or near Hayti, The question
has come up regarding the location.
Several reliable citizens, who ars in

a position to influence the results of
the vote, believe 1t might e possible
for the hospltal to be bHullt at =zome
other town in the County after a favore
able vote has beon cast for the locatlon
at liayti, therefore, it 1ls exciremely
important that we have & ruling from
tho Aptorney General at the earliest
possible moument clarifyings this partic-
ular matter. I wrote ir. J. Vi. Jureh,
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Director of LExtension Service, somotlme
ago and he roferred the matter to the
Attorney General but I have not hcard
from hinm as yet, In other words, we

would like to Imow whether or not the
location can be chanred afteyr the oloec-
tion. You are, of course, familiar with
the situation in thils County between
Haytl anc Caruthersville., Many voters

in the Hayti territory feel that Caruthers-
ville might be able to get e change in the
location after & favorable vote has been
cast for the hospital at Hayti,

"I will consider 1t a personal favor if

you will get in touch wlith the Attorney

General immediately and ask him to pgive

us a ruling that can be published in our
local papers regarding this matter,”

The question which appears to be in lir, Greenwell's
lettor is - Can the County Court change the location of a
county lospital, after an election, from the locatlion as stated
in the petition presented to the court for that purpose?

With the scant information at hand and the informa-
tion obtained from the County Clerk, we are taklng the position
that the petition requ:sting an election for a county hospital
has been drafted in compliance with Chapter 126, Article 4,
Section 15192, Re 5. lMo. 1939, whereln 1t 1is stated as follows:

"Any county may establish a public hospltal
in the following manner: Yhonever the county
court of any county shall be presentad with
a petition signed by one hundred resident
froeholders of such county, fifty oi whonm
shall not be reslidents of the city, town or
village where it is proposed to locate such
public hospital, asking that an annual tax
may be lovied for the astablishment and main-
tenance of a public hospltal at a place in
the county named therein, and shall specify
in their petitlion the maximum amount of
money proposed to be expended in purchasing
or bullding sald hospital, such county court
shall submit the question to the qualified
electors of the county at the next general
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olectlion to ve held in the county, or

at a spocial electlon called for that
purpose, first :iving ninety days! notice
thereoof in ono or more newspapers pub-
lished in the county, 1f any be published
therein, or by posting written or printed
noticos in each townshlp of the county,
which notice shall Include the text of the
potition and state the amount of the tax
to be levied upon the assessed property

of the said county, which tax shall not
excoeed two (2) mills on the dollar, for

a perlod of time not exceelling twenty
years, and be for the issue of county
bonds to provide funds for the purchase

of a slte or sites and the erection there-
on of a public hospltal and hospital
bulldingss and for the support of the
same; which sald election shall be held

at the usual voting place in such county
Tfor voting upon county officeras, and shall
be canvassed In the same menner as the
vote for county officers ils canvassed."

It seems that thls county hospltal is to be, by the
petition, located at or near Hayti, Missourl, and no doubt the
petltion 1s asking that sald proposition be submitted to the .
voters for the purpose of levyings an annual tax for the establish~-
ment and maintenance of such public hospital at a place in the
county nemed in sald petition.

It appears that 1f the petition, as prosentsed, 1is
drawn in complliance with the above section, stating the propossed
location of the hospltal, and submitted to the people for a vote
to locate the hospltal at this spocific location, that the county
court would then ve without authority to selcct another or
different locatlion or community for said hospltal from that
named in the petition and as aubmittaed to the voters, after a
favorable electlon,

Conclusion

Thersfors, 1t 1s the opinion of this department that
vhere a county hospltal is established under the »nrovisions of
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Sectlon 15192, supra, that the county court would be with-
out authority to locate such a hospltal in any othor
localilty than that named In the petition and presented to
the voters, after a favorable olection for that purpose.

Respectfully submitted,

GORDON P. WEIR
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVED:

Je B, TAYLOR
Attorney -General
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