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NIOTOR:. VEHICLE: Under the fact's stated .. the truck 

in question is a commercial motor 
vehicle. 

J'uly 18 1 1945 

Honorable V, Oliver Rasch 
ProsecutinG Attorney 
,Jefferson County 
:Festus, Ilissouri 

Dear Sir: . 

FILE 0 

7J 

'.!e o.re iH receipt of ::rouT' letter of June 30, l94f~, 
requosti:nr; an oi'f::i.cial opinion from t£1J.s department, which 
reads: 

11Haverstlcks at DeSoto arc cmgar.:;cd 
in the \'.icll Drillin.·_·. business. 'l'hey 
have r1. -Gruclc on which is mm:1.11ted \Jell 
Drillinc; equipment. ':Pho gror>s woic;ht 

.of this truck with tho ~'iell Drilling 
equipment mounted is 22,1,10 lbs, In 
a years time it travels approximately 
2UO mllcs~ovcr the h:!..:;hways of this 
state, some o:f tho tl~ip:J beln,rj more 
than 25 1nilerJ in lon;;th. 

"In clotEJrmininc tllo annuul J.iccnsG 
fee, should this truck bo classified 
an a mot.o:to vo1.1icl0 other tho.n cmn!11ercinl 
vehicles Ol"' as a commercial motor ve­
hicle? :ff it is clansi:i:'ied as n cmm1or.-. 
cial vehicle will the foe be for a 
locnl 0!' boyond locnl co;Jmorclal vc!·J:lcle'? 11 

FroE'! tho facts stuted i.n ym::.r luttor lt io appa:r.•ent 
that the trucl!: in quostion if.:' nseCl. solely for cal1 rylnc; ·i;llo 

. well drillinc; equipraont bclo~,"J.c;ing to the ownoT• I:E1\l l..WOd in 
his business and tho:t; nane :tu :;nounted upon tho truck. 
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vehicle" and "motor vehicle" for purpose of Article 1, 
Chapter 45, Hoeulations and License 1110ea, as follows: 

11\Vherever in this article, or in 
any pr'?ceeQ.1nc under this article;. the 
followinc; words or terms aro used,. 
they shall be deemed and taken to ·have 
the meanine;s ascribed to them as fol­
lows a oil· ·~ ~· ~~ 'Oou'll'(J.ercial motor ve­
hicle•' A motor vehicle designed or 
regularly used for c~rryinG (a). 
freight and mePchnndise, or (b) more 
than· eight passensex-s. i£- ;:- ;~ ·:1- ·~ 
'Uotor vehicle.• Any self .. propelled 
vehicle not operated exclusively 
upon tracks,. except farm tractors. 
~::.. ..:!'+ ~:--- ~!- ~r " 

In view of tho f'oree;oing definitions we are of the 
opinion that the truck in question comes within the defini­
tion of a r'conunexaoial motor vehicle," since it is at least 
designed for carrying freight·. 

Section 8369 1 Laws 19431 pages 664,·G05 and 666, pro­
vides for the registration of O\vners and foes required for 
commercial motor·vohiolea and motor vehicles, both local 
and beyond local, and ree.ds :ln part: 

11Bvery owner of a motor vohicle 
or trailer 1 \iThi, oh shall be opera ted 
or driven upon the highways of' this 
state, shall except as herein other­
wise expressly provided, cause to be 
filed, by mail or otherwiae, in the 
office of the Gonnnio sioner, an appli­
cation for rer~intration on a blank to 
be furnished- by the Oon:rmissi0ner for 
that purpose, contal11.inc: (1) a 
brief description of thn motor vehicle 
to be ret::jistored., inc~udinc tho ns.rao 
of the manufacturer, tho Notor munber 
and cbo.ro.ctoi", and amount of Jllot:tve 
power, stated in figures of' horsepower; 
(2) tho parnc, I'osidence and business 
add.l .. ess of tho o1v.nor of such motor 
vehicle; ( 3) if' said motor vehicle be 
a commercial vohicle the \7eir·;ht of the 
vehicle a.nd tho llesired lond-in pounds; 
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{4) if such motor vehicle be a spe­
cially constructed or reconstructed 
motor vehicle, tho application shall 
so state and the owner shall furnish 
the Commissioner s~ch additional in­
formation as he shall require, 

" . .,. 

ttRegistration fees made payable to 
the State Treasurer shall be remitted 
to the Commissioner with the application 
for registration for the remainder of 
the·oalendar year on the basis of the 
license fees novr provided by Section 8369 
and Section 83701 Revised Statutes of 
Missouri 1 1939J the license fees provided 
by this Act shall "become effective on and 
af'tor January 1, 1944. 

"For motor vehicles other than commer­
cial motor vehicles and motorcycles and 
motortricyoleaa 

' 
Less than 12 horsepowor • • • • •. 1, 
12 horsepower and less than 
24 horsepower • • • • • • • • • • 
24 horsepower and loss than 
3G horsepower • • • • • • • • • • 
36 horsopowel" and loss thun · 
48 horsepower • • • • • • , • • • 
48 horsepo·wor o.nd leso than 
60 horsepower • , • • • • • • • , 
GO hopsopowor ahd less than 
72 horsepower • • • • • • • • • , 
72 horsepower and lltOX'O , • • • , 

Motorcycles • • • • • • • • • • , 
Motortricyclos • • • • • • • , • 

8.50 

11,00 

20,00 

25,00 

31.50 
37.50 
G.oo 
?.50 

11J?or commercial motor vehicles having 
a gross weisht of: 

Under 1,500 pounds • • • • • • • 
1 1 500 pounds to 10;000 pounds • 

10,000 pounds to 12;000 pounds • 
12;000 pounds to 18;000 pounds • 
13;000 pounds to 20;000 pounds • 
20,000 pounds to 22;000 pounds • 
22,000 pounds to 28,000 pounds • 

._,lo.oo 
15.00 
20,00 
30,00 
40,00 
50,00 
65,00 
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., 
28,000 pounds to 32;000 pounds • (;aoo.oo 

'32,000 pounds to 30,000 pounds • 125,00 
38,000 pounds to 421000 pounds • 150,00 
42,000 pounds to 44,000 pounds • 175.00 
over 44,000 pounds • • • • • • • 200,00 

* * * * -)~ -;f- ~!· " ~;. " .. ~~~ 't ~· .. ... ~;- "'j\-.. ':·~ 

"For each local comnH3ro1al motor ve ... 
hiol.e there shall be pald a fee equal to 
one-third of tll$ tee specified above for 
other commercial motor vehicles, ·provided, 
however, no vehicle fee shall be less 
than $1o-,oo, · 

"The term 'local commercial motor ve­
hicle' includes every •commercial motor 
veh~cle' as ~efined in Section 8367, 
Revised Statutes of 1.1isoouri, 1939, while 
operating within this state and used for 
the transportation of persons or property: 

"l• Vfuolly \Vi thin o.ny munioip~li ty or 
urban community, or 

"2. Wholly within o.ny municipality ·or 
urban comnnmi ty and a zone oxtendiUG 25 
air miles from tho boundaries of any r:.runic• 
:tpality or urban community, or continuous. 
municipality or urban community, or 

It ( 3) In making haul a not excooding 2G 
miles in length, or 

"(4) When controlled or oporated by 
any person or porsons principally onr~;a.ged 
in f'armin£': wb.en used exclusivel::r in the 
transportation of acricultural products . 
or live stock to or from a farm or farms, 
o~ in the transportation of supplies to 
or from a farm or farms. 

"Each commercial vehicle shall pl•omi­
nently diBplay in a conspicuous place on 
said vehit11e tho name of the owner there­
of, the· a.ddl'•css from which such motor 
vehicle is operated and the weight for 
which said motor vehicle is licensed; 

... 
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provided·turther, that looal commercial 
vehicles,. in adaition to the above in· 
format1ori.,· shall prominently display on 
such vehicles in a conspicuous plaoe the 
word 'Local' •" · · 

Unquestionably this truck could not oome within the.fore­
goine provision of Sect~on 8369, supra, as a looal commercial 
vehicle, for the reason it :tl!l occasionally used for a greater 
distance than 25 miles, Furthermore, it is not uaed~by a 
person principally encaged 1n farming and used exclusively 
for transportation ot agricultural products or live stock to 
or from a farm, or transportation or supplies to or from a 
f' S.l"rn,. . ,, 

Seotion 8370, Laws 1943, page 666, provides·tbat the,fees 
of' a commercial motor vohiole shall be baaed upon the gross · 
weicht of' the vehicle or any combination of vehicles and the 
maxtmum load to be carried at any one time. Said seotion reads 
in part: 

· "ln determining tees based on the 
horsep.ower of' vehicles propelled by 
internal combustion engines, said horae­
power shall be computed and recorded 
.upon the .f'ollowing formulaestabl1shed 
by t~e National Automobile Chamber of 
Commoroe, 

" 'h" 

"Faes of COlmnercial motor vehicles 
shall be baaed on the gross weight of 
the vehicle or any combination of ve­
hicles and the maximum load to be 
carried at any one time during the 
licensed period." 

Therefore, it is the opinion of this department that, in 
view of the foregoing statutory definitions, the truck in 
question is a COlmnGrcial motor vehicle and is not a local com .. 
me·rcial vehicle, as defined in Section 83G9; supra. r.rhe license 
fee requi;red for a ooDmeroial motor vehicle, not local and 
weighing 22,140 pounds with equipment, is (;;65.00. 

APPROVJJ:D: 

j'. B. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 
PlU-IIl·iL 

Respcct~ully submitted, 

AUBREY H. HM.11\:1BT':P 1 JH, 
Assistant Attorney General 


