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PEn ... son mollling to this State from ano~:J..9J.:t,.state 
with intention to·become a resident of this 
State and using foreign registered motor vehicle 
in connection with business in this State, should 
register motor vehicle in this State. · 

1Ionorable All on :..iols ton 
Prosecutinc; At··. or-Dey 
Lancas'ter 1 Miasouri 

Deo.1~ Ih.,, ltols ton: 

Oc tobor• <J 1 1945 

.Undol" date of October •± 1 1945, you vJroto the 
Attorney General ;rmldnr; th.e following roquost for on 
opinion: 

"As ~H'osocutinc; Lrccorno:y of Uchuylor 
County, I hnvo hnd the follpwinG prop­
osition put "b:Jforo me, anc1 I do not 
knov.r how to mwwor it Ol' how to J)ro­
cood. 

I·i:.r •. Uoud h::s ooon 8. rosidon t of the 
iJ ta to of Ior,'a 1Nhel.,O hin homo nnd house­
hold c;oodn nrc·. dis family consist of 
Jl.L1Solf nnc1 vlifo. On Juno of this year 
ho pm"chasod an intoi'Gs t in n cleaning 
osto.blishjwnt, in Lancaster, Lissouri, 
no o.nd his 'v'lifo llnvo boo::.t oporating 1 t 
over ninco, but stayin~ tooporn~lly 
with somo of his wife's ~olntivos at 
1imv:nin[~, N~iusouri. It is his doclnrod 
intontion to uovo to Lo.ncastor• no Doon 
n:J ho cn.n c;ot a location. Uo owrw and 
oporatos c.n auto:i.Hobilo boar:ln:~ tl.n Iowa 
l:lconso plato. HC:l ut~os this tltltomob:lla 
drlvinc to onQ fr~a tho place ho stays 
to his plncc of buslnoss, nnd also in 
c olloc tint:~ and di8 tr·l1Jutin('; clothinc, 
clonnod [li1d pl'O:'Jcod in tho nsto.bllsh­
lilOnt. :U:o fl'OCJv.m:;tly, and at il"J:'·3r;v.lnr 
tlmos ~nkos trips to hio homo in Iowa. 

11 'J.'ho l'UO::::; tion is VJho thor or not he is 
required to taka out a Ginsouri liconso 
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on his car. I cru1 not find any law 
authorizing o. prosecution in cases of 
this kind, the way I understand the 
law to be. 11 

The IEissom""i statutos l"elating to tho rec;istrntion 
of !:toto:r vehicles and proscribinc the foes thoref'o!', nro found 
1n Article 1, Chapter 45, Fl. G • Mo. 1939. Cortain runondments 
to said article nnd chapter nro found in Laws of 1943, cmd 
your' attention is directed to sub ... pnragl"aph 11 (a)", ~;action 
8369 1 H • S. Mo • 1039, as amondod Laws of 1943, i1o.ge 664, which 
is as follows: 

"-1,:very owner of n motor vohlclo or 
trnilor, ~hich shall be operated or 
driven upon the hic;hv:!ays of this stato, 
shall o:xcopt as heroin othGl'VJiso ox­
proosly p~ovidod, cnuso to be filed, by 
mail Ol'' othorvlisc, ia tho ofJ:'ico. of tho 
Cormnlssioner, an npplication for roe;is­
tration on a blanl-: to_ bo furnished by 
tho Cor;lmiosionel" for'. that purpose, con .. 
to. in inc: ( 1) n ·br:lEJf· description of the 
mot or vehicle to bo rogis toroc.l, including 
'cilo nama of tho m.mufnc turer, the moto1 .. 
numbcn" o.nc:i. cllarncto1~, and amol:Jnt of 
motivo power, stntod in fieuroo of horse­
power; (2) tho namo, rosidonce <..mel busi­
ness adllross of tho ownor of r;uch nwtor 
vehicle; (3) if snid motor vehicle bo a 
com.murcial vohiclo tho weight of the 
vehicle ~meT tho c1os h'od load in pov.nds; 
(4) if such motor vchiclo be n specially 
cons true tad Ol' ).'ocm~s true ted wotor vo­
hiclo, tho npplicntion shall so ntato 
nnc1 tho ownor nhnll furnish thr0 Commis­
Dionor such adCJ.i'cio~10.l information as he 
shall l"GqUl:i.'O • 11 

Undor this law . :lt would appear the.t ovoF;;· O\~moJ' of 
a motor voh:tclo vJldch is opo:Pa tod cmd dl"i von upon tho high­
ways of this :3to.te, in roquil"od to rosistox' tho r:::amo. IIowevel', 
by 'cho provisions of .Section 0375, H. S. I.Io. 1~39, tho n~;-s tom 
of roclprocity .is authorlzod fOl1 nonl'o:~idents ·who comG into 
this Stato brinf:;h"G .;w'to:i." vehicles roc;istcrod in tho state of 
thoir l 1 Gsidonce. · 'J:his soction is as follov.Js: 
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"1\. nonl,es ic.lon c orr.a.er, oxoept no othor- · 
wise heroin p:Povided, ovrnh2r·; ml'.'T mo'cor 
vehicle which hns boon duly rogistored 
for tho currant yeal" in tho s te.ta, 
country or othol" plnco of which thG 
owner is a PosidGnt and nhich at nll 
timo8 when opernt;od in tho state ho.s 
displayod upon it the nurabor plate or 
plates issued for r3UCh vohiclo in the 
place of reu idence .of nuch ovme1• may 
oporato or permit tho oporntion of such 
vehicle within this state Vlitlrout regis­
tering such vehicle or p9;ying any fee to 
thio s ta. to, pi•ovided that the provisions 
of thio section shall bo operative as to 
a vehicle ownod by a nonresident of this 
state only to tho extent thnt under tho 
laws of tho sto.te, country or other plnce 
of re;:idonco of ouch nonresident owner 
like oxomptions a:t.?o granted to vehicles 
rogi8 to rod u.ndel" tho laws of and owned 
by rooidonts of this state." 

flw lntost motor vehicle laws of tho ~tate of Iowa, 
which we have boon nblo to find, urp found in Compilation of 
Laws Pertaining to 1,Ioto1? Vehicles nnd 1.ielatod Subj0cts, pre­
pared in l9t.13 nnc'L taken fl"om tho l<J39 C odo of . I own, together 
with changes nnd additionn made by tho Fm::ty-ninth nnc1 Plftioth 
General .1\.soemblios of tho :Jtato of Io?m. Hcferl"inr~ to this 
Compilo.tion, v1e f'~;1c1 on pae;e 46, Section 5001.02, which in as 
follows: 

11 Every m.oto1"' vehicle, brallcn", nnc1 comi .. 
trailo:e when driven or nwvod upon a high­
vmy ahall b0 subject to tho ro[~istration 
provisions of this chapter except: 

11 1 • .::~ny such vehicle d1•l von or noved 
upon a highway in confor•manco with the 
p:t'ovis ions of this chapter l"OlCl tine; to 
ma.n.ui'ac turors, trnnsporte1•s, doo.lOJ:>s, 
OJ.' :nonl'osidonts o.s contemplated by sec­
tion 5003.01, o:t• undoP ~l. te!upol"ury regis­
tration pormit issued by tho dopa.l'bnont 
ao hereinafter authorized; 

11 2. P.:ny tJuch vehicle which ls dl'lvon 
Ol' moved upon a. hie;hway only for the 
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purpose of crossing such hir..;hvra~r 
fl~om one pl"oporty 'co Mother; 

11 3. P..py implement of husba.ndr;;;"'; 

"4• Axly special mobile equipment 
as herein dufined; 

"5" Any vehicle which is used ex­
clusively for interplant purposes, in 
the operation of nn industrial or 
manufaoturin~ pl~~t, consistinG of 
a single unit canprising a group of 
buildings separated by streets, alleys, 
or railroad tracks, and which vehiol.e 
is used solely to transport materials 
from one part of the plant to another 
or from an adjacent railroad track to 
the plant and in so doing incidentally 
using said streots or allays for not 
more than one thousand foot; 

n6. i\ny vehicle which is propelled 
by electric poweX' obtained from ovor-· 
head trollo" wiros, but not operated 
upon rails. ' · 

This section is followed by ~\action 5001.03 which 
exempts from the oporntion of tho roc;istration lm"l v·ohiclos 
O\•med by tho United ~;tates, the Stnto of Iowa, colmtios, munic­
ipalities and athol' subdivisiorw of government vrithin tho State 
of Iowa.. 

Soctiono 5003.01, 5003.02, 5003.03 nnd 5003.04 portain 
to nonresident ownors of tho ~~tate of Iov.ra who aro opcn"ntinc; 
motor vehicles ln that state which a1~o l~ogistorod in other ctates 
and the :_:;rantinc: of reciprocity to them. 'j_'hoso sections are ~::ts 
fOl'lOVJS Z 

11 5000.01 Lom.~o."11dont owners ex.onfit• 
A nonl'Onidont mr.a.or, oxcopt as ot er­
niso p:;.,ovided in sections 5003,.{)2 ond 
5005.03, mrninr; any i:'Ol"oic:n vehicle 
of n typo otho:t,vdso subject to roc;istra­
t:i.on may opel~ato or permit tho operation 
of Duch vehlclo within thls state without 
rocistering such vehicle in, or paying 
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any feos to, this state subject to 
'cho .condition that such vehicle at 
all times when operated i:11 this state 
is duly 1•ocis to rod in, anrJ displo.ys 
upon 1 t a valid roc is tl"U tlon card a.D.cl 
registration plato or plates issued 
for such vehicle in tho place of Posi­
denco of such owner," 

"5003 .02 N onres idon t carriers • H on­
l"csident owners of foreign vehicles 
operated within this state for ·tho 
intrastate transportation of persons 
or property for compensation or for 
the intrastate transportation of mer­
chandise, shall l"egis tal" each such 
vehicle and pay the same foos there­
for as is required with rofercnco to 
l:U<:a vehicles o1.med by residents of 
this state." 

"5003.03 nonresidents 01tployed in 
state. Evory nonrosiden , in addition 
to those mentioned in section 5003.02, 
but not including a person co:rnmuting 
from his residence in another state 
or whose employment is seasonal or 
temporary, onc;aged in remunerative em­
ployment or oarl"Yll1G on business within 
this state and O\Tiling and oporatinc any 
motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer 
within this state, shall be required to 
ro13is ter oach such vehicle a:.r1d pay tho 
same feos therefor as is :t?aquired with 
reference to like vehicles owned by 
residents of this state." 

11 5003.04 Scopo of exemption. 1l1b.o pr•o­
visions of sectiOn 5003.01 uhall ~)e 
opel" a ti ve ns to a vehicle ovmod by a 
nonrosident of this state to tho extent 
that under tho laws of the fol'eign 
country, state, territo~", or fodoral 
district of his residence like exemptions 
a:nd pi"'ivilegos aro granted to vehicles 
duly l'ogis terod l)nde:t, tho lavm, m1d ownod 
by tho l,esidonts of this stnte.o 
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nNonrosidont cars oho.ll be liotod with­
in tend nys after ontorinc; tho state, 
with tho county tl"Oasurel~ or department, 
on forms pl~ovidod by the depar•tmerit • 
The deplwtment will issue a po1•mit for 
the period of exemption." 

Your ·letter states that the person who has coraa to 
this State from the State of Iowa has declared his intention 
of bocoming a resident of Missouri, and fu:t>ther, that he is 
usinG a motor vehicle, which has pl~evf.ously been regis to rod in 
the State of Iowa, in connection with his business which he is 
operating in this State. 

.... .. 

The Missouri law requires tho registration in Mis ... 
souri. of all motor vehicles operated or driven on tho J.1.ic;hvmys 
of the state, with the exception of certain vehicles owqed by 
nonresidents temporarily within tho state where tho· state of 
residence of the nonresidents gronts to residents of ru::·souri 
the priv.ilege of oporating motor vehicles rer;iste1~ed in M:lssouri 
without reGistering the same in such foreign state. 

Whore a person hns a l~esidenco is a question to be 
determined from tho fa.cts. A loc;al ros idonce is acquii•od by 
physical presence in a place for tho necosr:-au~y lenc;th of time 
to acquire a residence, couplod with tho intention to malce such 
place the legal residence of the person. Undor yotu• statomont 
tho man has decla.1~od his intonticn of acquiring a rosidonce in 
Missouri and is now present within this sto.to, although ho has 
not been hero a stl.fficiont lenc;th of time to acquire a votinG 
residence. If his presence hero, couplod with his declcu~od in­
tention of b<;3cornine; a residant, is sufficient to constitute him 
a resident, for the purpose of tho motor vehicle registration 
law, then he should rogistor his motor vehicle in t...h.is state. 

However, if tho fao ts and tho loncth of the time spent 
in Miosourl to c1ato do not justify tho registration of tho motor 
vehicle by reason of the person's not hnving acquired n l~osidence 
within this state, attention is diroctod to Section 5003.03, 
supra. By this section tho Stuto of Iowa oxprosoly requil?es non­
residents cal'rylng on buslnoss in the Stnto of Iovn1 and owning 
a....n.d operating a motor vehicle, to rec;iator such vehicle in the 
State of Iovm. 'l'his section would pt•oclude permitting residents 
of Iowa, engaged in business in I·Ussouri and ovminr;; and operating 
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a. motor vehicle, from operating such motor vehicle regis ... 
torod in Iowa., in r.Ussou.rl, vlithout first registo1•ing auch 
vehicle in fUGsouri. 

Conclusion 

The motor vehicle mentioned in your letter should 
be registered in 1.HDsour1. 'l1he ownel'l ia either a resident of 
Hiss ou.ri and should register such vehicle for that l"eason, 
or, 'if not a rosident of this State but of' Iowa, should regis· 
tol"' tho vehicle for the l .. eason ·that the State of Iov1a would 
not permit a Misoo uri residant to operate a 1/liooo uri reGistered 
motor vehicle in Iowa under tho circumsto.nces mentioned in your 
letter without registering such vehicle in the State of Iowa. 

APPiWVliDI 

\~\OJ aBG 

J • ]_.; • Ti\.YIJOH 
Attorney Gonernl 

Uespectfully oubmittod, 

YI • 0 • JACI\.SON 
l'.so is ta::."l. t 1\.ttor::wy General 
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