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THSANE PERSONS: « Probate Court has authority under Sectiam .605,
LT R. 8, Ko. 1939, to commit a veteran to an insti-
tution outside the State of Missourl.
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ionorable Joseph N, Lrown
Prosccublng Attorney
Groene County

- upringfileld, iilssourl

Lear Sip:

General Taylor wishes to acknowledre rccolpt of
your recent request for an opinion which reads as follovs:

"he question has arison here as to
whether or not eilther the Probate
Court or the County Court has author-
1ty under any statuts of this State
to making an order comuitting a .
veteran to an institution locatod in
a state other than the State of lils-
sourl,

"I am aware that veterans are in fact
being sent by courts in this Stato to
hospltals 1n forelgn states., However,
I have bson uneble to find any statute
which expressly authorizes such practice,
and ths Jud es of tho Probate Court and
the County Court hore havo ralsed this
cuestlon and are apprehensive less they
do not have authority to make such an
order, This questlion was raisod today
in a case 1n the County Court and was
continued to Saturday January 26, in
ordor that we might obtain an opinlon
from your oiflce on same,.”

Chaptor 1, Article 22, toctlon 605, il. &. lio. 1939,
provides: ‘
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"whenevor 1t appears that a votoran

of any war, mllitary ocecupation or
oxpedltlion is eliplble for trentment

In a Unlted Statos vetorans' bureau
hospital and commitment to such hos-
pltal 1s nocezgary for the propor

care and treatmont of such veteran,

the courts of this state are horeby
authorizod to communicate with the
officlal in charge of such hospital with
referonce to availlable facllitios and
0ligibllity, and upon roceipt of a
certificate from the offlelal in charge
of sueh hospltal the court may then di-
rect such veterany comultiont to such
Unlted States veterans' bureau hospltal,
Thereaftor such voteran upon admission
- shall be subject to the rulvs and regu~
latlons of such hospltal and the offi-
clals’ of such hospltal shall bo vested
‘wlth the same powers now sxercisod by -
suparintendents of state hospitals for
mental diseases wlthin this state with
roferonce to the retonbtlon of custody

of the vaeteran so comuitted, INotlce of
such pending proceedings shall be fur~
nlshed the person to bo coumnittod and
his right to appoar and deofend shall not
be deniod," ’

We Tind no provision in this Act whereoby the court
1s limlted to tho boundarios of this state in naking such conm-
mitments. Ve are further advised by the State lorvice Officer
that there is no votorans! facllity avellablo in this state
such as 1s equippod to handle mental casoes, Thic was also true
at the glme of the adoption of this Act. It must, therefore,
have beoen the 1ntontion of tho Logisloture that the courts
should bo authorizod to maks such comaliments to such instltu-
tions 1in other states, '

Conclusion

_ It 1s, therefore, tho opinilon of thils depertment that
the probate court has authority to meke an order commaltting a
veteran to an institution located in a state othor than the “tate
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of lilesouri by virtuo of “ection 605, supra.
iespectfully submitted,
Je MARTIN ANDERSON
. Agssistant Attorney General

APZROVED:

J. I, TAYLOR ‘
Attorney General ;
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