
TIME: 0oimty officers of Iron County to operate on CST • 

. FILED 
May 2, 1946 

Honorable Jobn H .. Keith 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Iron County 
Ironton, IUssour:l 

Dear Sir: 

We hereby aclmowlecle;e receipt of your request for 
an opinion, which reads as follows: 

"The City of Ironton has provided by 
Ol"'clinance for dayl:lt;ht saving time. 
111rhe County Court House is in Ironton, 
and should the county officers office 
hol1rs conform to the City time qr 
s ta:.r1dard time?" · 

f 

The State of Missouri has no statutory enactment 
which establishes any particular clock-setting as the official 
time of the state. However', the time zone as established by 
the Federal e;overmnent has been generally adopted throu~hout 
the state and has been in use for many years. The zone in 
\n.hich this state is located is the Central Standard Time zone, 
and, therefm:"e, that is the time which is in general use in · 
this state. 

In determining whether Standard Time or Daylie;ht 
Savings Time is applicable, the courts loolc to see which of 
the two is generally in use. As an example of such determina­
tion we quote from the case .of Anderson v. Cook, 130 P. (2d) 
278, 143 A, L. R, 9D7, whel"ein it is stated, 1. c, 991: 

"The case of Salt Lake City v. Robinson, 
39 Utah 260, 116 P. 442, 446, 35 LRA 
(NS) 610, Ann Cas 1913E, 61, is deter­
minative of this question. In that case 
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/ 

iioDol'abl_; John :::1. Keith - 2 

1 t vrm; said: ' • • • '·hon, therof ore, 
tho syr; to;;, iD and has been in tm i vorsnl 
ueo, us in ~alt Lake City or as ln 
Nov; Yo~d~ City, ns illustl~ated. in the 
cane of Clbbo, otc., Ina. Co. v. D~'.vid 
,.. ', "f J_ C " , . ~ .. { "' "' • --> 1 r~ !l ;·l 1 '•' ) .:·,>0.1. n lJ 0 • ' o.) .. 1;:11 n (~· '-' l.!. , d ~ J.' 0 , 

tlw c uurte> ~1ot onl;; maJI·, but should, 
taka judie ial xwtico of that fnc t; 
a:c1cJ. wllOi.l tlmo io a material :Lngl"Odiont, 
at least so f.:tr an la··s s.P~J conc·arnod~ 
coul"ts should ap )ly tho.J tlmo 1?1 c;onoral 
two, m1d not thnt uhich by yonrmon con­
sent has boon dlscardod and has thus 
bocomo oosoloto. f 

11 ~1 o he:eo, whon not onl;;" thu 0ta to of 
Utah but p:r•actlcally the onth•e nation 
onte:,•od upon a1HJ put into usa what wo 
call ~ar Tiue, and practically all 

,business, public t:~;:HJ. p:c":tvato, including 
schools, tl'f).J:wportntion nyotems, banl\:s, 
atoron, mall servi~o, ate., op0rate 
upon such : chcdulo, it bncor.10~1 tr1.e time 
ln e;ene:r:al uso, tho sta:--:~.dard time on 
\'.,'hich bus ina ss oporatee and rr:Jgulatos 
political ns well as social nncl ccon01:lic 
life. Hero too, tho court havinG, prior 
to this statuto, lalu. dm·m tho rulo for 
cons true ti on of tir:10 s tntutes, it must 
follow that had the ler;:l.slo.ture intended 
como other basis of computation it would 
havo so npocifiod •. ;;. 1:- -£~ 11 

In an anrwtation to tho case of ~:to.te of 1'/iuconsin 
v. Badolati, 1'1:3 A. L. H. 1234:, nt pu•;o 12<.!:1, tho r;onoPal rule 
in stated ns follows: 

"The cri teri.on ucod by the courts 
gonEH1Hlly, at leo.n t in tho ab~Emco of 
a spoclflcall-y- applicable statutory 
cnnctwont sottinc; a standal'd of time, 
to c1oterra1no Vlhich of two ::::ys to;,w or 
ra.oasurc::: 0i' th1o is applicable to a 
i:3pc;cific ti;o pi•ovislon, is whothel' any 
particular systoQ is in conorsl usa. 
~~ -~:~ .. ;r·" 



In o.ror1vin· nt thh; r~onoral l~nle, tLo folloviinc 
cnseD no:-..,o cltoc1: Jon-:;~:; v. Gor~llrm Inn. Co., 110 In. ?5, Dl 
.L. '~\'• ltJO; ~:-tnto v. ,J(l}1l1SOI1, Yltl _ ... ll~tll. ~);Jl, r/ 17 i;. ··: .• -~~93; 
~:. oarloo v. ,:,vo:ellOf:L', 2U llob. GGO, <2:·1 ~;. ·,,. :37~~; :.,cPHPlano v. 
'. hitney) 134 rL\3z. 3'J4, 131 ;:; • . • (:::>.CJ.) 104?; ·~all; Lake City 
v •. lW(jinr:.Jon, 38 Utah ~-~60, llG P. <'~42. 

In llno l!d t~-l thir, conoral Pule, r:o ;,w:;,r loo~: to do­
torJ.;lino wl!..lch pnrticulG.l' cysto1:.1 1::: in ::;enoro!ll usc in your 
co::lr:nmlty. You otnto in yonP J:oc-uont tho.t tho Cit~· o:.f L'onton 
ho.s o.doptod o.u or·cHru:mcc pl-.ovid.ln·: J;a;yli.:j!.t ;·avinr;c 'l;lme for 
that city, 

1\.s stated hcE•oinbof'oro tho : tnto of UL sotu•i follows 
Central ~~,to.ndax·d 'l'lmo, ar1.cl. tmdol' tho rulo followx1 by t;he 
com•ts that is tho f'ystom in :·;oncrnl uso in this stD.te, 8~~­
cludinc~ o. f:JrJ isoln:;od cnoo8 ..._ 

'fho non<.>ln tlori of the city of Ironton b~' th<J 1010 
Census v•ao 1,083. '.l'ho populnt:ton o:L' Iron County by tho so.:me 
Concus was lO,t1:40. "o c1o not beliovo thr~t it ;ml:y- ,oo 8Uid, 
thoreforo, thnt mora than ono-ton.th or the population of Iron 
County is afi'actod by i!rlylic~ht S~ivinc;D Time. Tho county 
ofJ'icerrJ n:roe to c;lvo soPvico to tho ontiro population of the 
county nncl not o.lono to tho~10 who :reside in tho cit·y of II'onton. 
In OI'der to r';ivo theiP so:.'vico ps:oporl;y theso oLficor•::' should 
OIJUI'O. to on tJio tino lr r:onOl't.ll Uf~CJ in t>,o nntir•0 C ount·y •· 

Go.ncluoion --
It.:l:J, thor!for.o, tl.w opinion of' ti1:l:i c.l.opm•tmont that 

tho officel's· of Iron Coul!.ty nhoulc1 coni'o~:»n to '..i(mtPo.l ~;tt."\ncla1~d 
Time, since that is tho pa~tic~lnr system which ls in gonural 
uso :ln tlmt county. 

Al' PEQV1GD: 

J. u:·. TAYLOil 
Attornoy GenGral 

JLA:EG 

ii;npoctfully subrnittod, 

J • LU\.; ,~T Iii i~:fl)~-·~IUJ () l'! 
/'lS o is t[l.n t J~t -~~ ()l-"ln~J";_;' ·}o{l8l_,n.l 


