TACATION AND REVENUE: Necessi y of filing returns fou Missouri
: ' intangible pexscnal proper 3y tax by Jjoint
owners.
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Fire 1le iie Moxris, Director
Dopariuent ol Revehlue
Stute of sigsourid
Joiferson Uity, dissourd

pany Sir:

Relerence is made to your ingulry ol recent uaste, re-
questing an olfriclel opinion oi this ofivice, wod veading ag
{ollows:

"It is recucsbed thul you furnish this de-
particnt with o written opinion advising
whetiier or not two 1udiv1uualu hoving a
Joint puvings wecount, o uny other iten
coverci by the intangible bux law us scob
forth in liouse BLill 4868, would be re-
cuired, or pevuitted, tuv Tile = JOiﬂt ra-
turn o such jJolnt Larnlnug.”

You inve veisrraed Lo the inten_ lble pers Oﬂdl Dfooarty
as boing "jointlyY ovmeds, such belny, the case, it Ls perti-
nent te determine the precise lepul ”b“n1ﬂ” of' this terii.

vie find Lhe word "joint™ delfincd 1n Hluck's Law Die-
tionary, 2nd ud., as rolliows:

thsQ, combined; uvnaivided; dons by or
aouinst two or wore wunltedlyy gharcd by
or Lobtwoon WG ox morz.t | .ophasly ours,)
ult of ”Juiﬂb, “joint owner~

,lbo, the dollowving dell lo:
caur 1o Vol ), Lords and Phrascs, Feru.
ockot .

ship" aud fjulﬁulj” s

,owle, . Buses 43 apd 99, end Pocke Pa L, R RCR N
Wihe word 'Y joint! means united or coupled
together 1n Ilnterest or 1iebility, opposod
to soveral, eveorwtbtos v.e ilutchinson, 180

Maiie 291, 295, 45 Oni0 App. 965.
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"ihe words 'Joint!' and 'gonerwel' import
unity, as distingulshed frowm the word
tgepurate,? which implies divlision and
distribution, Merrill v. FPepperdine, 36
Woi. 921, 922, 9 Ind. fpp. 418.%

®roint moans, according to Bouvisr, a com-
mon proporty intenest enjoysd or a common

1lawility incurred by two or more porsons.
ag zpplied vo reul estate, 1t involves the
idea of gurvivorship. State v, Malck, 89

WalW, 183, 186, 113 Wis. 259,

- "o congtitute Y joint ownershin' the shares
must generclly cxtend to the whole estate
and be such ws bthat neithsr of tie owiers
would heve an intcrest 1o the proceeds set
apart to the other Joliunt owner. Fullen-
wider v, Johuson, 1ls9 .., 1086, 1097, 145
Ky. 19.7

“'he word 'Jjoinbly' mowsug in o Joint man-
ner; together, unitedly, not sepavetely.
It has a general nmeanlng of plurality,
kiore than one, bobth, all, and tie like.
It asans in a jolnt wmanner, in concert; in
conjunction; not geparatsly, together,
united. White v, Powell, 20 So. &4 4067,
489, 246 Alo. S55H8.¢

Prom the Toregoing definivions, 1t is clear that joint
ownership cahbodiss the idean, not alone of pluvality of owners,
but also that the ownershlip ol the sevoral ovmers sxtends to
the entire subject-natter., The interests arc undivided and
are not sepuradble. ’

Buch being the case, we direct your ationtion to sub-
section (A) of Jectlon 1 off H.C.3.i.3. Ho. 068 of the 6s5rd
General ssseably, whereln the ollowin: definition of the term
“person™ ls Cound: ‘ '

"The term person includes wny individual, .
firvm, co-partnersihip, joint wdventure, sg-
goclation, corporetion, compuany, eutate,

trust, business trust, syndicate, executor,
admin{st;ator, rogeiver or trustee appointed

by the stabte or federual court, or any other
group or coubinabtlon scting as & uwelt, and

the plursgl us well ag bthe gingulur nuuber,“

{ tiphasis ours.)
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Your attenticn ig further directed to a portion of Sec-
tion 2 of tue same act, relatliny to the liability rfor £iling
returng ior the calencor vear 1946 ‘

Toon R R ¥ he person who on July 1, 1948,
owned tine legul title to or sjuitable
title or benellcial inberest in intansible
pergonal nroperty subject to this property
tax thereon, shall bo liuble for suid tax,®

With respoct to subsequent culendar yoars, ths following
provisions are round in sectlon & of the same Act:

ifhe tax for the year 1947 and cach suc-
ceeding year sihall be apportioned among
those persons who during the proeceding
culendar year held or acuuired the legal
title to or eguitable title or benericial
interest in Intangible personal property
subject to the property tax provided by
sectlion 4 of this sct, wecording to the
part ol tie entire yleld of such property
viiich they respectively récelved during
bthe precedins calendar year, and sach such
person shell be lisble for hig resultent
portion or suld tox."  (iuphesls ours.)

Reuding, into tle portions of tho Act quoted supra, the
meaning to be weccorded the term "porson," us delfined in the aet,
it becomes apparent that in the event of joint ownership of in-
tangible personal property subject to the tox provided in H,C.S.
H, B. No. 868 oi’ the 63rd General Assembly, the vetura of such
property should be nade by the Joint ovners.

GO UTUUTION

In the prewmises, we are of the opinion that joint owners
of intungible personal property subject to the tax imposed
‘wiider the provisions ol H.U.5.0i.6. o, 868 of the 83rd General
Assembly should make return of such intungible personal prope
erty for purposes of baxation, :

RespectTully submitted,

APPROVED ¢ ' WILL ¥, ponny, Jr. .
Asslstont Attorney General

Jd. &, TAYLOR
- Attorney General
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