
Necessity ot filing returns fm~ Missouri 
intangible pe1rscnal proper1:;y tax by joint 
owners. 
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Hoferonce :i.s liludo to ~rour in~1uiry oi' recGnt uate! re­
z.!_o.ostin;~ au oi' J.'iciul opinion o/ this of:L'io a, ::uHi :J.'OCJdlnc.:; ns 
i'ollmvs: 

11 .lt iu re.~ucsted that you t.'Ul.'ll1sh thin de­
partnont \v1tll u r1rltton opinion advioinr; 
\'fhet.her m: not ·two im.!i viduulD huv iu:; u 
joint nuv:i.nr>;n G.ccoun-t, or :.illY othe=r item 
C OVGl'0d by t;ho i.ntetXiGi 1)16 "i:;u.X lL~"VI U.ll S.Ot 
forth in IIouso Bill ;f8G8, would be re­
c~uil·ed, or pm::d t.ted • tc.1 :rile a joint r8-
turn Olt. su_~..;:il ;]oilTt uarni11.LSS• 11 

You iv .v o 1· ,;ferroJ to tlle intc.-.n;_.lbJ.o J.ier·sona1 p:ro:perty 
o.s b .. _;inc 11 jointl~r11 mmeu. .· . .;uc.l:l bc.:iH,~ tlw cu~E.l* l'L :l.s pertl­
nent to dotor.inino the .f)ruci;:,o local ~~Jr .. ;;:..tning of this term. 

\'ie Ltlr.-(1. the \J'O:cd '' ;!oint~t (1;afinod 1E 1Jlt;cL' s Law Dic­
tionary~ 2nd bd., :~1s i'ollows: 

liJ.:rrdtoci; uoubiuo<J; ul:uHvid0d; done by or 
<.:J. .. :~J.iUSt "iiVIO OJ.: .\l;O:t·u tLnJtellly; i"Jlk!'<.;Li )2l. 
OJ2 J:~xh:'·~9£E. ~,vJo O£ 2£!:.~· 1 ' l .. yfi7:"aLJ ou:c:c~.) 

Llso, tJw .L'ollov.in0 def:lui tlo.rw of 11 joint, 11 •: joint ovmor-. 
sh.ip" eEd "jointly11 ~.J!J,:O:..ll' iH Vol. ;:_;,), ;.o:J:d:3 c:d3.d . .fhrnscs, P0rw. 

, )~d.,. pu,L,0S il3 · LlL~~ Jo, ,;:.n,C, 2ocko"t l'&rt, :cu:,:a .:.~.:J: 

11 'nw wOJ:d 'joint' means tmi tcu o:r· coupled 
to::suther i.u lntij:ce;:rt o:c llc;:.bili ty·, oppcs;;;d 
·Lo '-''"'"er-·•"·1 ··•c .• v··-··op·:t, ... ," v Jfq+:nl'•l· "'''OP '1 n:·. v ..._,~v "'"'(..A • .l..~L~ ~ .c..;, ...,~:J • .. u..vv.J....J, -'L..;) -J.f .....,.....,.1;,o," 

N.:i,. :<.:;91, 21J0, 43 Ohio ./\.fJP• .JG5.'' 
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I\iir. lii. _u;. orris 2 

u 1.l'he words 'joint' ancL 'conerul' impol~t 
unity, as distincuishod i'ron the vtTord 
t so:ourute,' \Vhich i.m.plies division and 
Jistribution. Morrill v. Pepperdine, 36 
I'Y.-,S. 921, 922; g Int'i. AIJl)• 415."' 

u~roint m:.mns, acoor:Jin:; to Dottviar, n com­
mon p:coporty into::. est onjoyed or u common 
liability incurred by two or more persons • 
. ::..s :;:;_]_)plied to. :r-aul estate, it involves the 
idea of' ::Jurvivors1lip. State v. Illaiclr, 89 
N.w. 18~. 186, 113 Wis. 239." 

a'l1 o constitut::J 'joint ovmershi~1\ tlw s11.s.res 
.must cenel·ally extend to t.l1c whole Bsto.te 
and be Sl1.Ch us that nelther of t:.Ls ormers 
would h~.ve an intor'est ill tho pr·oceeds set 
aiJart to th.::i other joir::t m;,ner. J:'ullen­
wid.er v. J'ohnson, 1J9 ;;,:./. 1096, 109?, 145 
1\.y. 19. If 

"'.flho wm:J 'jointly' lil:JtUJ.s :Ln. ;.) joint man­
ner; toc;0ther, unitedly, not sopa:L'ute1y. 
It .tlas a C>~neral J:!Oc:tninl~ of pluruli ty. 
l\Jlo:re than one, both, ull) a:nJ. tlw liko. 
It .t.leans i11 a joint lila.tuwr, in ooHcert; in 
conjunction; not separately, together, 
united. Yfllite v. lJov.'ell, 20 Go. 2cl '167, 
469, 246 Ale: • .356." 

l!'rOlil the fore::~oir.LG aofln.it;ions, it; is clea:c that joint 
ownership oJilbodies the idea, .not ulone of plw.~ali ty oi' owners, 
but also tll:c:J.t the ovlnership o:r the sevoral ovmer8 GXtends to 
the entire subj-ectc-J:Jntter. The into:.L'Gsts al.'D unc1iv ided and 
are not separable. 

Such bein6 the case, we direct your attention to sub­
section ~ ,\) of ;Jectlon 1 of H.C. J.H.J • .Uo. 068 or the 03rd 
General .ii.SBeillbly' \Illol·eln :;he rollovdn~ dei'ini tion of the terra 
''person" is :i:~ou.nd: 

n•rhe term l)erson includes 1::1.ny incU vidual, 
.t'lrm, c o-pu.rtnorsllip, 5 oint :;.<.lventure, as-

. t• t• ' t soc.:~"'- ·1on, co;..'po.:c·a 1on, eompan.y, e~J'iiU e, 
trust Guslneso trust, synuicute, exutiutor, 
adm.inlst..ru..tor, r0ce:l ve:c or trustee SJ)IJOin-ted 
by the ctutu or Zod.oJ.'u.l cour·t, o:r a.n.y other 
croup or conb:lnatio.n s.0'ti11::_, us ~. unit, tUld 
the Plural ~s wull as the sin:, ular nwub8r:"!r 
(Bmphasis ours~--
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Your attention is fLu~tiler cUroctr~d t;o a portion of Sec­
tion 2 of' t.lle same .f\_Ct, rolo:tinc; to tho liubili ty for filing 
returlUi for the calewxu:r year 1946: 

11 ;;.: ,;, * 'file per son vvho on ~ruly 1, 194:6, ' 
owned tne loc;<J.l title to or G,nli table 
tl tle or benc.i.'loial intm:est f.n intanc:i ble 
porsonal fll'O.perty subject to thia property 
tax t;hereon, Bho.ll bo liuble for suic1 tax. u 

\'lith res_poct to subserJUent culendar yoars • the following 
p::t·ovisions are f'ound :i.n i3ection 5 o1' the same Act: 

liThe tux, .Cor the year 1947 tUld aach suc­
c8edinc yeal' slwl.L be apportioned among 
those persons who durlnr; the prGceding 
oulendar year held or acr~uired the legal 
title to or equi tttble title· or bener'ioial 
intcn·est in intru1(;ible personul propezo·ty 
subject to the property tax provided by 
Section 4 of this Act, uccording to the 
pnxtJ of the ,,mti:re yield. of such pro1mrty 
Villich they- :t'EH::lr>ectively l'eceivsd during 
·the ~orecediug oalondo.r year,. W.9. £_~CJl su£.!1 

orson shull bo li~~hle 1'or h:l.s rosultunt 
£.Or io_g"of'ssicr ~x. 11 ~ 'TTh"up1iesis otu?i:T 

ReudiHc; into tLc:; Dor·tious of tho Act (J.UOted supra, the 
mo£lninc· to be accol'ded. ·the ter.m. n1)crson," <.HJ doi'lned in the Act, 
it becomes rtpparent that in the event of joint mvnership of in­
tangible pe1·sonctr property sub,ject to the tc.x. rrovided in H.c.s. 
H, B. No. 868 of the 63rd Gonel'al .\ssombly, the :t·eturn of such 
property should be ma<.lo by the joint ovmors. 

G OL· <JLU;JION 

In the prewises, we are of ·the opinion tlwt joint owners 
of intant:iblo personal property subject to the tax iitlposed 
UHder the provisions ol' H.0 .J.H.v .. J'~o. 868 of the 6.3r(J General 
Assembly should make return of such int::u:v;?;ible personal prop .. 
erty for purposes of taxation. 

T. .e: • rr 11YLOH v •• --

i\ttorney General 
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Hespectf'ully submitted, 

WILL F. DErmY , Jr .. 
1\ssisto.nt Attorney General 


