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MOTOR VEHICLES: Passenszr car used commerdially"subjecélto
, commer: 'al motor vehicle Tees.

FILED

February 16, 1946

,_7/(,)

Hon,., Hugh X, Waggoner, Superintendent
Missourl State Hishway Patrol ’
Jerferson City, #ilassourl

vear Sir:

We wre in recelpt of your reguest for our oificilal oplun-
ion, g Tollows: '

"We respectiully reguest thut you furnish
this department with an opinion on the Iol-
lowing guestion 1n conneetion witih sction
8569, Laws of 1940:

"4 men uses his passcnger car to tow s four-
wheel trailer, hauling freight for hire, the
trailer cupable of carrying a load of Tfour
or five tons, Should the passenger car have
truck license plates und what size license
should he be required to purchase?®"
Section 8369, Laws of 1943, page 664, provides rezlstra-
tion fees for two types of vehiclos, commercial and “uotor
vehicles other thau commercial.”

Section 8367, H. 5. do. 1939, glves the followlng defi-
nition of u *commerclal motor vehicle":

", motor vehicle designed oy regulurly used
for carrying (a) freight and merchandise, or
(b) mo.e than elght passengers."

Since you state -in your requegt that the vehicle concerned
is used for hauling freight Tor hire, it would be deiined as a
"oommercial motor vehicle," and the fees sebt out in the follow-
ing portion of Jection 3369, Laws of 1945, page 664, would be
applicable:
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"For commercial motor vehlcles having a gross
weight of':
Under 1,500 pounds .e....... ceeeeanees $110,00
1,500 pounds to 10,000 pounds........ 15,00
10,000 pounds to 12,000 poundsS.:e.ssess L0000
12,000 pounds to 18,000 pounds........ $0.00
18,000 pounds to 20,000 poundsS..s..e..s 40,00
20,000 pounds to 2&,000 pounds.ese.... 50,00
28,000 pounds to 23,000 poundsS.s.se.ss 65,00
23,000 pounds to 52,000 poundsS.esas.... 100,00
62,000 pounds to 88,000 poundsS.sesessss 125,00
58,000 pounds to 42,000 poundS.s...svqe 150,00
42,000 pounds to 44,000 poundS.se.e.s. 175,00
Ovor 44,000 DOUNASeserseososeocnsesnss 200.00

"For each trailer or semi-trailer there shall
be puld a fee of three dollurs (33,00). The
fees for tractors used in ahy combination with
trailerb or senl-trallers or both trallers and
Sell-troilers shall be computed on bthe total
£ross Welﬁht of the vohlclies in the comblnatlon
Witil 10ud. T1tciics ouxs.)

If the passengor cur mentioned in your regueat can be
congldered a “"tractor!" withiu the meaning of the ituliclzed
sentence guoted just above, then tiie fee to be paid ou such
car used for comwmercial purposes would be that provided for
the gross weight of the passenger car, four-whecl truiler and
suoh load as either or both contained.

The word "tLQQLOf" is aeiined in Section &s87, . 3. o,

1959, as:

"Any imotor vehicle, designed primarily for

agricultursl use or used as a travelinyg power

plant or for drawing other vehicles or farn

or road building implements and nNaviil NO pPro-

vision for currylng loads independently.”

(Itulics ours.)

While & passenger car is not ordinarily used in such a
eapacity, yet if the owner sees it to use such a vehlcle for

drawing a traller, it must be held to fall within the general

terms of the itellcized portion of the definition Just quoted
and be subject to the appropriate fee.

It should be noted that in Section 8569, Laws of 1943,
page 664, provision is made that commerclal wotor vehicles which
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have linlted use peographically are subject ohly to a portion
of the feesy provided Tor vehicles having a statewide uge.

U ONCLUSION

In view of the above, it is our conclusion that a com-
mercial motor vehicle consisting of a passenger car as tractor
and a four-wheel trailer, hauling freight for hire, 1s subject
to the Tfees set out in SYection 8369, Laws ol 1945, page 664,
computed on the total gross welsht of the vehicles in the com-
bination witii load,

rRespectlfully submitted,
ROBaEgT L, HYDER
Assistant sttorney General

APPROVED:

Attorney General
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