
BOARD OF OPT :Ivr:F:TF.Y: . Empowered under Section 47~ Laws of Mo., 
1945, page 1445, to char~ge their fiscal 
year to begin_on July 1. 

!)o ver!l ber 

~::r. J. E. ··,oclrhorst, ~~~ocrotary 
:·:i:~souri :.1tnte 1~ottr'd of cptomotry 
1 :-<JG ''. ;_; ocond . :_~ treot 
:d:;. Chn:t:>los, ';issouri 

b, 1947 

) 

I 

'Nds ls ·in 1..,oply to yom .. letter nf Octob€lr lB, 194'7, i:n 
' .. "hi ClJ. ;'.fOU l"CqUCS ted an opinion f'I•om GlJ.i:::J department 

1 
I'DHdin,_:; 

ns follows: 

"It 1~ uy unctersta:ndln:~: th~-:t the present 
:Tlssotu•i Const:!. tutlon requires all bom"ds, 
bureaus and departments oJ' tho :.,tato 
~overmnent to conduct their business on 
a fiscal yoar· da tin":; 'of' Jul-;y 1, 1 !14~7 · 
tlJrou.~ch July 30, 194B. :-:~ecnu~:Je o:e the 
:J:>equiPements of the Gonsti tution, I be­
lieve thnt :_;fmator T''risby lntroduced a 
:t'o-orc;nnlzation Dill ./113 in tllo :;enate 
fo1~ the purpose o.t' chnll£;in;; the_ \-!ptometry 
luw SO that OUI' .'Otl.Pd COUld confOl"':::n With 
·t;he pequ:I.r•e:s1en:ts o.r the Corwti tution.. \, 
'l.'hrou:~h smno error o1• ovor-sight in 1aakinc; 
up ·tho context of' the bill, :.)onatc T\ill 

· ;, 113 vm.:J not only a ro-orcmd?.ation bill 
f'or the fi ncnl yoa1• 00vernin,_. the Opto1notry 
~~oo.rcl, but n.lso :~Jr>.cle a fund£tmcntal chili'l!·;c 
in our law· that was not the intent or pur·­
pose of' the bill, t!i.ore.fm•e :;onato '~111 
'113 \vas vetoed. I also undnr:;~tand that 

thel"o has not been any now bill parH.Jod by· 
tho lor;islnt·m:>e taL:J.r\; CU.r'tc! oF this .oard's 
problcrn. Heco:ntly • I l'ecoi vod a letto1 .. 
from tho ';opa:ctment of liovonuo l)y :r. r;• TT. 
:·;utes, Go.Llector• o_l' i;evenuo, r•oco;::m1endilw· 
that a:;; ~~ ecretar·y-TrcasuPer o.f this :'o nrd,, 
tl:u:d:; I chant;o tho .fiscal yeG.r of· th:l.s 1'on.Pd 



J. ,~. _oc1chorst, ; ;oc)'Ct~u·y 
\ 

to conform with the Cunstl tutlon. '!'he 
quostion in my mind is 'tun I lBt_';e.lly- om­
povvered to do ~; o • Ii' not, thon i :..; it 
lot:·;D.lly- po~si ble for ti!is r:~oard to con­
tinue to oper•ate under 1 ts prese:nt set-up 
of a fi seal your boi~_;lnninl:'~ .\pril l, 194'7, 
ter,:tinatincC~ :.ic:rch 31, 1~)4G?' In as much 
as r arn und0r bond as to the collection of 
roquir·ed fees J'o1• this T:oaz•d, I woul<l ap­
preciate ~our sendi:n·::_; me :your opinion as 
to nhat course of action is cor•rect for me 
to follmi undeP the- cil"'Cwnstances. n 

':Je refer dou to :~.ect:ton 47, Laws of ;:;;t~:;sour>i~ l-94"5, page 
1.2:45, ·which reads as :follows: 

"'rho fincal yoo.1• oJ' the state shall :x'jgin 
on July first ancl oxtonc'3 to anc1 include 
the thir•ti ot.h day of Jtmo of tho next 
calendar you1•, and the booko, accounts and 
l'eportn o:r the public office1~s sl"LHll be 
made to confoFm thereto. ..L'hi;J provision 
shall not bo doeuted to refer to th0 fiscal 
yon:c• of L;ho Coill1tie3 of t110 state • n 

~.;o thinl-:: that tL't"J.der' tho ;_,;cmor-nl provisions of' ;;octton 4:7, 
above, irou. nre empowered. to chun.~;e tho fiucnl yt:ap of the 
:71ssouri ,-tn.to 3oard of Optometry to confor:n with the section, 
and, also, to conform with the Constitution. 

Conclusion. 

It ls tl-Lo oplnlon of thi-s department tJ:u1t the ;i:ls::10l")ri ; tt~.te 
" 1oard of Optometry ls empowered, 1mder the proviniorw of :.;ection 
47, Laws of t~ir.sourl, 1945, pa,;e l41E·, to clmnl_!;e its .fiscal year 
to be2;ln on July first awJ oxtm-HJ to and include the-' thirtieth 
day of .Tune of' the next calondup year. 

J. ~[.;. 1i'/\J:.LO:C1 
Attorney c eneral 
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-~espectfull-y submitted~ 
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Assistant Attorney ~encral 


