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COUNTY COURT : Fees de'rived .f rom license charges, 
' LIQUOR: under Liquor Control Ac t , must be 
REVENUE: · placed in the general r e venue • 
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Eonol~able W, c. Ii'rtUlk 
Prosecuting At-torney · 
Adair County 
.Kirkavlllo , Ptiissouri 

FLLED 
.I 

July ·l, 1947 ~. I 

In yotn' recent opinion request you ank the following -
ques1iion: · 

~' The County c o·u:rt of thi s · county a re 
desirous of plac.ins t he t>e vonue col­
lee ted for liquor licenses, p.ool halls 
C' • .lld other licensee in the road and bridg e 
i'uncl• . . 

., 

u'l1he Oo:unty C:le1•k would like an ofi'ic1al 
opinion from yow offic~ ~egardi·ng t he 
revenue from these sources .. · lie would 
like · t o be i,nforined as to where.this 
revenue raunt be placed; that is"~ must 
revenue collected for nuch licenoos be 
placed in tho general revenu.e f_und or 
can it be ear-m~rked for the road and 

· l>rid~30 i't:~nd or any other special f und,. n 

It may be conceded 'bhat Sections 4904 and 4945, R. rJ . 
r!K>·• 1 939 • do provido f or license ch a.l•l)E>S 1 to be levied by 
the county .Court, upon :t;hose · p ersons seeking to en0uge in 
the liquor trai'f~c. _;:- F'urther . ., there ia no question but 
that · Eiec·t;ion 1 539"1, n.s,. Mo ·. 1939, authorizes t:b.e County . 

-Court to pl~ce a llcens~ churge a~aitwt the opera tion or 
"a pool t able o1• billia1•d to.bla·, .· The Legislature, ...---while 
expressly authorizinG· t he collection of license chart;es 
for ·chesc acti vl ties. fall.ed to p~'ovide a. method for de­
termining where the funds derived from said license char ges 
were to be placed·. The only statutory defi:ni tlon of the 
term "revenue" to b €> f ound is contained in t\ection 10910, 
11 . G·. J.,'fo ·. 1 939, where, in part·, it provides: 
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" -::- .;:. -~~ * Whenever the term revenue 
i s used in this article it shall be 
undePstood and taken to mean the ordi­
na-ry or general revenue to be used for 
t he current expenses of the county .as 
is provided by t his article regardless 
of the source from which derived. ··.;;. ~c· " 

The question presented i -s wh:ether or not th-e revenue 
derived from ~hese license charges is assignable to a 
special fund or whether said revenue mus·G be assigned to 
the general revenue fund from which the county expend!- · 
tures mus t come. 

section 10911., Laws of 1943, page 650, provides that 
t}J.e county . Cour.t shall classify propos~d exp-enditures · in 
six _definite . Catego;ries. Section 10914, Laws of 1943, 
page . 65~ 1 - prov1des that the ~ounty Court ·shall show the 
estimated expend1tu:t?es for the year by classes. These 
classes, by statute• stand. in priority to each other. 
therefore a class one obligation must be paid before any 
other subsequent class obligation is. payable. If the funds 
thf}.t are to be_ derived from the charges f or l i censes for 
liquorand pool· table licenses aro assigned to a class 
other than the general revenue fund, it would, in effect, 
destroy the priority of classes for which the. statute pro­
vides. In other words., if t h e. priority provided for in 
Sections 10911 and 109l4, ns to· the paying of obligations 
as · to classes, i s to stand, there can be no ear-marking 
of funds derived from a particular source. In fact• the · 
quotation f rom Se~tion 10910 clearly shows t hat the source 
of the income to . the county is not t he cr:f.terion to be 
used in determining wh~tner funds are speci al or general 
revenue funds. Unless specific statutory authority for 
t he proposal you suggest is f ound, . 1 t would be most ill·og­
ical to conclude that a county can determine · into which 
class funds, regardless of source, are to be deposita~ 
when one con,$1ders · the direction of the Legislat ure t hat 
monies are to be paid out in priority as to class. 

' 
It seems apparent the Legislature contempl~ted t hat 

ali revenue be considered general rev-enue • unless raised 
by special levy, when it qetermined that c~rtain classes 

· or obligati ons were to be paid in priority._ If certain 
obligati ons were not prior to other obligations, it would 
have been an unnecess~ry act on the part of the Legi slature 
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to have established priority among various classes of 
county obli~ations, 

Conclusion. 

Therefore, this office must conclude that there is 
no authority for the County, court or any county officer 
to declare that funds from a particular source may be de­
posited in a/ particular .fund. Furt;her, that funds derived 
from license cha:rges for liquor and pool table activities 
must be deposited into the general revenue fund. 

APPRO\TEDJ 

J. E. fl'AYLOR 
Attorney General 

WCB:ml 

Respectfully subraitted• 

WILLIAM c. I!LAITI 
Assistant Attorney General 


