#”iwﬁ%'AXATIGN: * Under Sectioen 6, Article X, Constitubtion of.
~F CONSTITUTION: Missourl, 1945, preperty of the Clty of Se&alia,
. GITIE&: C. Missouri, 1s exempt from taxation. y

Julyhlo, 1947 | czig?‘ ; B e

Honerable - Leo J, Harned ' _ 1/125?
Prosecuting Attorney :
Pattls County

Sedalis, Missourl

'Daar Sirs ' : o ,*{f?

This will acknowledge receipt of your roqueat ror an - . Y
officlal opinion, whioch reaﬂs: To

"I would appreciate 1t if you would give
me an opinion on the following: (1) The :
cilty of Sedulis owns some nine hundred o
acres of land of which a part 1s being - ' '
. used for an air port and is being leased
to an indlvidual who operates a flying
school} the other part of the land is
being rented to farmers who &re farming
it and are paying rent to the city. The
question I have 183

’ “"Is this land that: 1s boing rented subgeet
to school taxes in the local schopnl digw
triet in which said land is located?"

“Section 6, Article X of the Gcnatitutlon of Eiasauri,
1945 specifically exempts all property of the stats, :
uounﬁies and other polltical subdivisions thereof, and.roaﬁas

: - a1l property, real end personal, of the o 2 K,
- state, counties and other pelitical sﬂba Ly PR : - .
divisions, and non=-profit cemsteries
.-shall be exempt from taxabtiong and ail
property, real and personsl, not held for
private or corporate profit end used ex-
clusively for religilous worship, for e e
schools and colleges; for purposes purely
-charitable, or for agricultural and hoprti:
- oultural societies may be exemphed from"
taxation by general law. All laws oxe t«hj"
ing from taxation property other than Bk
- property enumerated in this artiole, ahall:‘
be void; ;
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Hon, Leo J, Harnsd e

" “Othar political aubdiviaiona, as used in Seotion 15 .
‘Article X, Constitution of Missouri, 1045, hnvo bean d@finm&, ‘
%o mcl.unn citles, and readss . ‘ R

_iﬁﬁg;"Tha term tother litiaal aubdirisiqnf 'fﬁf°"
-~ e used In thils ertidle ‘8hall be constpuk :
.%o include township P8, aiti@s “towns, vi
.. lmges, school, resd, drainaga, sSewey an
' levee districts and’ any other public sub-
_ @ivision, public’ ‘corporatim o public.’
=qua31-0nrparat1qn.having the. power tu

.mlﬁﬂﬂd your request, thore can be no
1ty ur Saﬂalia doas oun “the 900 aare;

Se¢ﬁion 6, Arbicle x nf thn ﬁcnat;tutian of" ﬂ#ﬂ#
1945 _supersedes Section 6, Article X of the Constitutic
,nmaanuri, 78, which spacirisally exempted fron '
‘property of the state, counties and other mmicip:
ations end cemeteries, - The $uprama Court- of thin sts
‘atrued ‘Section 6, | rtiela ‘X of the Ganstitutlan oc
,_lﬁ?ﬁ,‘gs it effected property belonging to
It held thaet drainsge districts come w: thin p
. other municipal corporations as used in that pro
fupthermore, held that sald property involved wed
f;ﬁmﬂlusivelw in the discharge of its prescribed
"funotion, end, therefore;, was exempt from taxation.
“oase of 6rand-ﬂiver Drainage District. vs, Rniﬁ, 111
(2q) 151, 138 152, the court seldg e

}.'-,-~."Stata ex rel, Caldwell v, Little Rlvev
- 2., Drainage Distriet, Dec 19 1921 291 Mo
L =, B, 236 s, 15, 17 (4}, ne ‘persona
property (office furniture,. enginaaring_
‘instriments, et cetera) owned by a drai
. ;. age dlatrict and used. exaluaivu_'itnna
ot chavging its governmental funetions was
~ -exempt from taxation for state and county
purposes, statings ‘0ur conclusion s
< that the defendant 1s a mmicipal éor
-+ ation within the meaning of that term
©used in the proviaian of the Gcnstitutgg
. dealin with tax ex tionss and that i
.. property, used exclusiyely in the dis=
- - charge of ite premcribed governmental '
function, is exempt from taxationi¥ &
toc, Stnta ex ral; Kindar v Libtle RiVo




‘of law of theilr creation g ¥0 can not determine, The court

1y
and, 'ahami‘om, 11: decs!.dad tc pasa on bath queaﬁimq
8ame time,

Hon, Leo J, Harned -3

Drainage District, Dec. 51, 1921 201 no. T
267, 286 S,W. 848, 850, hold thal drain- . ..
age distriota are 'municlpal corporations?
wilthin the meanling of sald sectlon 6, :
al’t 10, Mo, Gcna‘b. ‘291 Mo. 267’ 1.00.'
cit. 278 (IV), 236 s.w. 848, loc, clt.
861 (IV), 8523 and, also, that the por-.
tions of a drainsge aiatrs.ct'a detention
bagins 'necessary to store the surplus
water in flood time! bubt deveted to
. ‘cultivation when not needed for storage
- purposes was acquired for authorized pur-‘
poses end was exeupt from goneral atate .
and counbty texes, statlng, with ref‘eremﬁ o
to such cultivated roaltys 'It would be "
" the duty of the district to husband ﬁ.‘a B
resources in that way and obtain any Sy
- revenue 1t could by the use of 'such lanﬁ,'-“-‘
" .and such use would not subject the lamd
A tO tmtionu : LOG. Qit‘t 282 of 291 M@t'
loc, eit, 852 (3) of 236 S.W. respectively,
Eqwever, the opinion poini:s out, log,- cltf !
S W, raspectiveiy, thet drainage d.taw:.et
leglalation suthorizes such districts %o -
- protect agalnst the injurious effect of
water and does not authar.tze ‘thomn, as
 corporate entitles, to engage in commarw
. ecldl or money-making enterprises, or to
acquire property, real or parsonal, for
aponulative or. commercial purpoaea. -

36& a]_go state ax ml. Oaldwell vs. Li‘btla Riva,r MMQ@

.D:tn‘br.tct 201 Moes 72, Lete: 5?-3.‘g and State ex rels Eimv va. 0

Mttla Rivar Drainag& Dis tric

Just vhy the aouz't ‘went so for as to deternmine’ AL sald
aminaga districts were holding suid proporty under autho;

201 Mo, 26'1, l.car 2_??_5

might have cencluded that question would necessaril:

_ﬁm ion Ar'biels x of t“he cmatim;‘;.on or N
is doﬂa,{toly a prohibition sgainst the Legls

_ t.'"ﬁo ata!:a taxing any J.and of tha stata, scamty or: oth




-Bqn§¢nao{3§ Harned . §4f

: ,politlcal aﬁhdlvision ‘thereof . Satd proviaien does net -
" require the property of other political subdivisims to ba-
‘used ‘for any certaln purposes, but 1t is en wnqualifisd
exemption e only prerequisite being that it is propsr#y

of other. po;&tical subdivisions, However, ths semo consti-
tutional provision does oxempt:certain other property belang-

'-_1ng to' ~anyone whon used, for cortain specified purposesg S e

.GQNC£MEIOH

:In iew of the foregoing constitutional tax axamptign

'fan pze rty belonglng to stats, counties and othsy’ palitgcal '
" gubdivisions, and docisions construing similar provisiong, &
1t 18 the opinion of this dogartmsnb that Sedalis, !1saoum1

comes within the purview of Section 6, Article X of the

Constitution of Misaowri, 1945, as “otner political ﬂﬂbﬂ£71-

8ion" end, therefors, the lend in quoation 1s exampt zwam
taxatiun for all purposes, , N

R

Respectfully submitted,

aUBREI R. HAMMETT, Jr,
Assistant &tto&nay Genarxl

APPROVED

Attorney Genaral

ARIIsVIM

.
3 II.'
4
a#

AP

b




