ASSESSORS 3 : Township assessors take office on the

TOWNSHIP CRGANIZATION: first day of September following
COUNTIES s olection. —
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llonorable William M., Kimborlin R
Prosocuting Attorney i

Cass County

IIarrisonville, Missouri

Daear Sir:

This 18 in roply to your lotter of recont date vherein
you submlt the question as to the timo when a towmshlp asses-
sor takes office,

Under Section 13944, R. S. llo. 1939, tovnship elections
are held blennially on the last Tuesday in March, Under
Soction 13945, Re 5, Ho. 1939, it 1s provicded in.part as
followss

"There shall be chosen at the bLiennial
slectlon in oachh tovmship one trustose,
who shall bo ex officlo treasurer of the
tovnship, one township collector, and ono
tovmshlp clerk, who shall be ex offlcilo
townshilp assessor, one consiable, two
menmbers of tho board6 and tuo—juﬂtices

of tho peaces + 4 4

It will be found from this soection that tho porson who
i1s elocted btownshlp clerk 1s also ox officio tormship asses«
sor, Under Section 13950, R. S. Ho. 1039, 1t 13 the duly of
the tormshlp clerk to transnlt to the county clerk a list of
tha nomos of.the offlcers clocted at the townshlp eloctlon,
and undor Sectlion 13851, R. S. Mos 1939, 1t 1s the duty of the
township clerk to notifg tho officers who havo been oloctod at
the township elections. Under Socti-n 13954, R, 8. No. 1539,
as amﬂnded, Laws of Missouri, I945, page 1969, it is provided:

“Lvnry porson chosen or appointed to the
office of townshlp trustee and ox officlo
troasurer,; mombor of the township hoard,
townshlp collector, or towmship clerk, and
ox officlo township assessor, or constahlo,
before ho ontars on tho dutios of his
office and within: ton days aftor he shall
be notified of his eloction or appointmaent,
shall take and subacribo, before any
officor authorized to administor oaths,
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such oath or affirmaticn as 1s prescribed
by law; provided, that svery péraon elec-
ted to tﬁb ofTlce of townshilp clerk and
ex officlo townshlp asscssor, after the
offective date of this act, shall take
office on the first day of September,"

The last proviso clause in thias section provides that
the person who 18 elected to the office of township clerk and
ex officlo township assessor shall tale his office on the

- first day of Septenber, The language of this section ia
clear and expliclt and does not need any constructlon,

~

CONCLUS ION

It is, therafore, the oplnion of thils department that
the townshlp clerk and ex officlo townshlp asscessor, wao 1s
onoe and the same person, takes hls office an the first day
of Septombor following townshlp slections.

Respectfully.submittod,

TYRE W. BURTON
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVLDS -

T &, TAYLOR
Attorney Generel
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