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ASSESSORS: Township assessors take office on the 
first day of September following TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION: 

COUNTIES : electiono 

November 7, 1947 
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Jionorablo W illirun M. ~imberlin 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Cu~s County 
IIm•risonvi-lle,. Missouri 

Deur Sir: ·'J 

This 1s in 1•oply to yot.U• iottor of r ecant dnto vrhereln 
you submit the question o.s to tho time whon a township asses­
sor ~nkos off ice. 

Under Section 13944 • 1~. S. Jiio~ 1939, township elections 
a1:1o hold bienni~lly on the -l ast Tuesday ip Mv.rch. UndEH' 
Saction 13945, R. s. Mo •. 1939, it is prov1cl.ed 1n . pa.rt as 
follows: 

""There shall bo chosen at the b iennial 
election in each tmmship one trus toe, 
who shall bo ox officio tr~ea~urer .of the 
township, one~ownship collecto~, nnd ono 
tovmship clerk, who shall be ex officio 
township assessor, one consta'6Ia0wo­
members of tho b oardd nnd t vro just iooa 
of tho peace a -l~- -lr ~:-

It vrill be found from t h is section that tho pors on who 
is elected township clerlc is also ox officio tor.mship a.eses ... 
sor. Undor Section 13950, H. s. Mo. 1939 1 i .t 1::~ the duty of 
the tor.rnsh1p clei'k to tl"fll1sm1t to the county clorlt a list of 
tho ncunos of . the officers ol oc tod at tho townahip eloc tion; · 
am undor Section 13951, R. S. Mo. 1939, it is the duty of tho 
to\·rn~hip clerk to notify tho off1cel'S who havo boen elected at · 
tho township elections • U:nde:t· Socti '-'tl . 13954, R. 8 • Mo. 1939 ; 
as amended ; Lo.ws of M1nsouri• !945, pe:go 1969, it is. provided: 

~ . .J 

"Every person chosen or a ppointed to tho 
office of township trustoo and ex off i cio 
troo.sur0r; mombor of the to~mship bonrd ,· 
township colloctor; or tovrnship clerlr; and 
ex off icio tov~ship nsnessor, qr. constable, 
beforo ·ho ontor s on tho duties of his 
office and within ton c1ays aftor he shall 
be notified of his oloction or appointment, 
shall take nnd subscribe, before any 
officer authorized to adminl.a'cer oaths,_ 
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.. 
such oath or affirmation, as la prescribed 
by law; *rovided, that ev~ey person elec­
ted to t o oi'r!ce of township clerk and 
sx officio to\7nShip assossor~ after the 
o.f:t'ectiva date of this act, ahnll take 
of'ficG on tho fii'flt day of September," 

The last proviso clause 1n this section provides that 
tho parson ~ho is elected to the office ot township clerk and 
ex officio toVInsh1p assessor sllall take his office on the 
first dny ot September. Tho lan.::'1Wlse of this auietion 1• 
claa1~ and explicit and does not need any construction. 

COUCLUSIOU 

It is, thEn"a.f'ore. the opinion of this d&partm.ent that 
tho township clerk and ex· officio tovmehip ns5ossor, 1b o 1a 
one and the same p'ers on, takes his office an· the fil'st day 
of _Septombor following township elections~· 
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3. t. -TAYtoR 
Attorney General 
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Respectfully.sUbm1ttad, 

fiRE w. BURTON 
Assistant Attorney General 


