'Tmmmm
MERGHAWTE TAX:
U

Merchants! Tax provided for in H.C.S.H.B. 471,
H.C.S.H.B. 536 and House B11ll 995, passed by the
63rd General Assembly, comply with the provisions
of Section 4 (a) of Article X of the Constitution

of 1945,
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that sald Acts constltute a lecislative
intent to croate a fourth class of pro-
porty ior tax purposes in lilscourl, Thet
the provisions of doction © of jlonse Com-
mittes Sunstituta for House Bill 471 is
contrary to the provisions of Avticle 10,
4a of thoe Comsititubticn of llsaourli for
1946 in that sald section provides that
norchandise held by merchants shall con-
stitute a class soparabte and distincet by
itsell for the nurpose of siate, county
and municlipal taxsse, That by sald section
the logiesls urc attompbod o pluce mor-
chandalsoe in a clags soparate and distinet
Trom thoe threu classos ol proporty enume
erabod in Uectiocn 4o of Article 10 of the
Constltuticne. And that thse leoslslature
wag not suthwrized nor oupowsrod oy the
Copngtbltuiion 8o o croato a sopavalyg
clasg of properiy Lol tax purposes, hat
the legislature vas only auvthorized to
furbtior claselfy tansible personal pro-
perty into sub-classos sand bo further
claseify intangivble psrsonal propoarty
Into sub-clasces, cnd that L. saild scc~
tion 6 and by the incchants Tax Law afors-
gald the loglslaturs doss not attompt bo
make suv-clusslfications of lLanglivle pei-
sonal proporty or of intanglole perconal
property dub insiued thw logiclature
excosds ibls constituticnal pover end
authority and asvloiwts Lo place uerchan~
dise in a clacs nov onwawraiod or par=-
altted by tho consbitubion,”
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practice in the conduct of suech business,
mako or cause to o mude any wiolegale or
roetall sales of oods, woarss anG merchane—
dise to any person, corpoiration, copart-
nership or association of persons, shall
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for salo, at any time botween the {irst
Honcay in Jaudd“: and the ficst Hondoy in
April in each yoarj provided, that no
comnilegion marchant shall we rogulraed to
pay any tax on any unmanufacturod artlcle,
tho growtii or produce of tnls or any other
stabe, whilch wmay nuave boeon consignod for
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Tho forogpoing pPiLCiDlJ Du& anthorl ti“" clacrly demonstrate
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fron the [orcroing, 16 18 the oolnion of thls depavtment
that the lileosouri aral 1y, in enacting HeCaldietie 471,
HeC et eieine L0, Honco 196 and 098, providios Tor taxa-
tion of rwmrchantg agc Tihailn the oovers ;rwﬂboo Lo that
body undeir Sectic 4 (o) rilcle & o the Cossbituin on of
Missouri for 1945, sarnd (het thegse lawvs arg constiltuvblionnl,
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Attorney Gensral
L s VIR




