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MOTOR VEHICLES: Leaving the scene of an 0cident is 
a felony for which an operator's 
license may be revoked. 

Apr:ll lG47 

C:ol. IJuc;h u. : .. a::_;:;onor, ._·.uper•:L:ntendent 
1J_ssr;FP3_ :_:.tate ;:l ·J:ma~, ?utrul 
Jcffcr;on CLty, ~-~issoul'i 

F l LED 

'J'hi:J depart':'GLt 1::: in_ x·ece·:t_,)t cf :your> request for an 
opinion, ~~tch is as follows: 

11 n l.w.ve :r:eccl vod a lcttc:r.> fron1 >e::\·:oant 
:-.,. ; • hitc of. UlXP c1cpar·tl·~e·nt, w'1o L3 
located at ·:'1·::-,t :dver, · l::.sot;:t•i. 'F·o 
corttc11ts o:~·· t,}_!c lottt;r r/~·.ic}_l nr.,o sel:r-
C'! x-~Jl fL~(j ~J. to.-: .J' .. , ELl'G fl~!, .f 0 ~1 .. 1. 0 t~JS : 

n '1. '1oqli.cn l:; so:n~; :ln.f'ormat1on. on l:.llo 
i'olloYJin_;~ law: :·;ecti.on Z>lG 0 oF tho 
Drive:r 1 s J::,:Lconn0 !Jaw, ls n.s follor:s: 
"'J'hc co.;cnlo slcnc:c shall for-thv.;l th Povol~e 
t.he llc.cnse of :m opcl<l. tor, 1.--.o:~l ncoPcHl. 
opo:t·ator, Ol' cJJ.aurr·our upon recelvinc 
a record o~ such operator's, roclstorod 
opo:eatol'' s, oJ.."' cho.uff'cur 's conviction of 
any of the follOYi:i n_; o~'fe'JS8G 1 W1 Ji:';m s·uch 
co~:l\rict:Lo11 'r~_n.fJ boC()!JlO flr1{_-t~l: · 

1. ·un:JlUL~:-:htAr (or no,_)_lcen t 1 ~,J,d-
ci:3o) resul tin ; from the operation of 
a motm:: vo:1icle; 

:2. f;ri vin _: n. motor vehicle wh:.i.lo 
1.mdcr tl'e influence of intoxicating 
liquor or n navcotic drug; 

~5. 1~ny felony in Ute co1m: 1.lnz:J.on of 
v,h:i.eh n , ,Lor vo'llclo l:'.~ used. 

" r 2. ('n 
:U9 [,on.• 

,q~ril n, 1~4'/, ~rank 
'/croo t 1 ·,',anne 'L'er>re, 

• dc;ar, 
T'issouri, 
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Col~ Hugh H. 1Naggoner,. Superintendent 

was convicted in the st. Francois County 
Circuit Court• of feloniously leaving the 
scene of an accident and a report of the 
conviction sent to the Commissioner, who 
suspended Edgar's license for i 1 period of 
six months. 

"'3~ It has always been my impression 
that this was one of the violations which 
came within Part 3 of Section 8460, which 
reads• "Any felony in the commission o'f 
which a motor vehicle is used." At the 
time of the trial', N. D. Houser, Circuit 
Judge. Farmington, Missouri, also inter­
preted this paragraph as such and so 
advised J;:dgar and his attorney, ordering, 
the driver's license of Edgar to be sur­
rendered to the clerk of the court to be. 
forwarded to the Commissioner f'or revoca ... 
tion.'" 

Section 8401, R.s. Mo. 1939, i3ubaection (f)• provides 
as follows: 

"Leaving scene of accident: rfo person 
operating or driving a vehicle on the 
highway knowing that an injury has been 
caused to a person or damage has been 
c.aused to property, due to the culpa­
bility of said, operator or driver, or 
to accident,~ shal,l leave the place of 
said injury, damage or accident without 
stopping and giving his name, residence. 
including city and street number:; motor 
vehicle number and chauffeur's or 
registered operator's number, if any, 
to the injured party or to a police 
officer, or if no police officer is in 
the vicinity, then to the nearest police 
station or judicial officer.,." 

An examination o:f this section clearly shows that in 
order for an act to constitute a criminal violation the 
violator would necessarily have to be operating or using a 
motor vehicle. 

Section 84601 n.s. UJ.o.,. 1939 1 provides as follows: 



Gol. Hugh H. \'iaggoner, Superintendent 

"The commissioner shall forthwith revoke 
the license of any operator, registered 
operator or chauffe~ upon receiving a 
record of such .operator's, registered 
operatorts or chauffeur's conviction of 
any o:f' tha.following offenses, when such 
conviction has become final: 

1. Manslaughter (or negligent homi­
cide) resulting from the operation of a 
motor vehicle; 

2. Driving a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of intoxicating 
liqUor or a narcotic drug; 

3. Any felony in the comnlission of 
which a motor vehicle is used." 

Subsection 3 of Section 8450, supra, provides for the 
revocation of an operator's license when he has been con­
victed of a felony in wh1ch a motor vehicle was used. ranee 
it is neoessary to use a vehicle in the commission of the 
felony of leaving the scene of an accident, it would there­
fore be a crime covered by said section. 

Conclusion. 

It is, theref'ore, the oplnion of this department that 
a conviction :for leaving the scene o.f ail accident 1 s a felony 
for which an operator's license shall be revoked, 

APPROV!m: 

J •. E. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

VJBD:ml 

Respectfully submitted, 

W, BttADY DUNCAN 
Assistant Attorney General 


