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MUTOR VEHICLES: Leaving the scene of an scident is
' a felony for which an operator's
license may be revoked.
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sol,. Tush 1, vaggoner, Juperintendent
Hlsscuri State [Jl-hway Fatrol
Jel'forson Gity

Menr CAlre

Whias departmeut 1s in recolpt of your request for an
opinlon, which is as follows:

" o hove vecclved a le :tor from Sepp
S Te Thite of our department, who
loeated at ¥lat iver, : lasouri,
contents of the letter wilch arec se
exolacatory, are as follows:

"11l, Request some 1nformatlon. on the
following law: ection 8460 oif the
iriver's License Law, is as follows:
"ihe Comnlsslones shall forthwith revole
the llcense of an OPuL&tOT, recinteraed
operator, or chauleur upon race'"lnf

a record o sueh oporator's, roglstered
operator's, or chaulfeur's conviction of
any of the followins offen 1sed3, when such
conviction nag become Finalsg

1. anslavzinter (o neslicent hwonl-
clde) Pesu1tin) from the OpGPJtLJn ol
a motor vehicles

2e Urlvin: a mobtor vehicle wiille
under toe influence of intoxlcating
liquor or a napcotlc drus:

59

de aAny felony in the ooqn¢szion of
vhich o obor vehicle is used.

Ti2e O o April S, '947 Trank L, tdgar,
P

19 Lon s Ltreeb, Uonne Terre, lMissourd,
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Col, Hugh H, Waggoner, Superintendent

was convicted in the St, Francols County

Circult Court, of feloniously leaving the
scene of an accldent and a report of the

conviction sent to the Commissioner, who

suspended Fdger's license for &' perlod of
s8ix months,

"13, It has always been my impressiocn ‘
that this was one of the violatlons which
came within Part 3 of Section 8460, which
reads, "Any felony in the commission of
which a motor vehlcle 1s used," At the
time of the trlal, N, D, Houser, Circuit
Judge, Farmington, MNissouri, also inter-
preted this paragraph as such and so
advised Hdgar and hls attorney, ordering
the driver's license of Edgar to be sur~
rendered to the clerk of the court to be.

forwarded to the Commissioner for revoca-

tion, "

Sectlon 8401, R.S. Mo. 1939, Subsection (f), provides
~as follows: ‘ :

"Leaving scene of accident: No person

operating or driving a vehlcle on the
highway knowing that an injury has been
caused to a person or damage has been
caused to property, due to the culpa=-
bility of sald operator or driver, or
to aceldent, shall leave the place of
sald injury, damage or accldent without
stopping and gliving hls name, residence,

~ including city and street number, motor

vehlcle number and chauffeur's or
registered operator's number, if any,

- to the injured party or to a police

officer, or if no police officer is in
the vicinity, then to the nearest police
atation or judicial officer," _

An examination of this section clearly shows that in
order for an act to constitute a criminal violation the
violator would necesasrily have to be operating or using a
motor vehicle,

Section 8460; Rede Moo 1939, provides as follows:
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Col, Hugh H, Waggoner, Superintendent

"The commlssioner shall forthwith revoke
the licenses of any operator, reglstered
operator or chauffeur upon recelving a
record of such operatorts, reglstered
operatorts or chauffeur's convictlon of
any of the following offenses, when such
conviction has become final:

1, Manslaughter (or negligent homi-
clde) resulting from the operatlon of a
motor vehlcle}

- 2, Driving a motor vehicle while
under the influence of intoxicating
liquor or a narcotic drug;

3, Any felony in the commission of
which a motor vehlele is used,”

Subsection 3 of Section 8460, supra, provides for the
revocation of an operator's license when he has been con=
victed of a felony in which a motor vehlcle was used, Since
. 1t is necessary to use a vehicle in the commlssion of the
felony of leaving the scene of an accldent, it would there~
fore be a crime coversd by sald section,

Conelusion,
It 1s, therefore, the opinion of this department that

a conviction for leaving the scene of an accident 1s a felony
for which an operator's llcense shall be revoked,

Respectfully submitted,

We BRADY DURCAN
: Asslstant Attorney General
APPROVED:
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