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DIVISION OF WELFARE:” “deral funds unclaimed by~ Zipients for old
APPROPRIATIONS: -26 assistance and aid to dependent children
FEDERAL FUNDS: shall not be returned to the general revenue

fund of the State of Missouri.

Septsmber 29, 1947 i;)/ Eff

Division of Velfare '9 ' p
State of Missouri : :
Jefferson Clty, Hissourl

Attention: Mr. Proctor N, Carter, Dirsctor
Gentlemens

This wlll acknowledgs recelpt of your request for an
opinion. For sake of bravity we are restating your request,
You inquire if federal participation to recipients of old
age assistance and ald to depsndent children, that may not
be presented for psyment by said claimants withln one year,
sh&ll be transferred to ths general revenue fund of the

State of Missouri as provided under Section 13, page 1981,
Laws of Mlssourl, 1945, ,

Claimantas under both programs Iin this state, old ags
assistance and sid to dependent chilldren, recelve monthly
grants in the form of checks. Doth the state and federal
sovernment participate in these monthly payments and payments
of both foderal and state government to sach reclplient are
combined in one check.

It is well esteblished that federal funds granted the
State of Missourl solely for partleipation in the two programs
hereinabove mentiocned shall be distributed in accordance with
the federal act snd state plan approved by the federal govern-
mont, both of which specifically prohibit said federal funds
belng used for any other purpose, The federal overnmsnt
ksops & consbtant check on dlstrivbution of all federal funds
granted thls state to determine that same are properly dis-
tributed according to law. Should any federal funds granted
the State of Missourl for & particulser purpose be used for
any other purpoeso, therc 18 no question but that tho faderal
government wlill reduce the following grant to thils state in
an amount equal to the amount of federal funds not properly
expended. Therefors, while the State of Hissouri has custody
of seld fedsral funda, they can only be dlshursed for the
purposes for which they were allocabted, and to permit any
part of sald fedsral funds to go into the goneral revenue
fund of the state to he used for another purpcse would not
comply with the law,
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Section 13, page 1980-1981, Laws of Missouri, 1945,
reads in parts: .

e 4t Providad, however, that checks or
draefts outs anding, if not presented for
payment within one yoar from the dats of
issuance, shall be veld and the state
treasurer shall print or cause to be
printsd upon all checks, drafts or evidence
of payment due, the following:

*If not presented for payment within
one year from the date of issuance,
this uu..u....(insert draft or
check, stc.) shall be vold,*

Y41l outstending checks or drafts ronaine

- ing unpelid at the time this act becomes
effectlve, if not presentod for payment
within one yoar from the effuctlve date
of this aect, shall be void.

"All monlos set aside to _~§ ocutstand-
ing check or aralt which §§§ not been
gresanfaﬁ for peynent as reoquired by this
act shall oo transforrod to the geno
revenne,“ (Uhderacoring ourse)

One of the primery rules of statutory comstructlon is
to ascortain the lawmalkers intent from words used, 1f possible,
and all other rules of interprotation are to be troated as
subordinabe to that rogulrincs determination of the lsezislative
intent, GSee State vs, Ball, 171 S.W. (2d4) 787, and laynes vs,
Unemployment Compenssaiion Comlsslon, 183 S.W,. {bd) 7, 353
Mo. 540, It is & well establishsd ruls of statutory construc-
tion that the Leglslature 1s presumed to be famillar with the
law in eoffect at the time they enact any lozislatlion, See
Smith vs, Pettls County, 136 S.W,., {(24) 282, 345 HNo. 839; also
Howlett vs., Sccial Security Commission, 149 S. T« (2d) 808 :
347 Mo, 784,

Unguestionably, the Legislaturs lmow that such fedoral
funds granted the Sitata of Hissouri solely for participation
in the two programs horelnabove mentioned could be used for
ne othor purpose. This hag beesn called to tholr attention on
nuerous wccasions. Thersfore, Section 13, supra, requiring
2ll monlus sot auldeé to pay any oubstanding check or draft
which has not been presented for payment as required by this
sct shall be transferrod to peneral revenue, must refer -
solely to money belonging to the State of Nissourl and not
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federal funds granted the state to be used for a specific
purposs. :

CONCLUS ION

Therefore, 1% is the opinion of this department thet
Section 13, supra, is not applicable to fedoral money un--
claimed by recipisnts for old age asslstance or aid to depen-
dent chi dren and that such federsl monoy should bé returnsd
to the federpl fund account in the stats to be used for the
purpose for whilch it was-allocated, and that part of payments
participated in by the state and unclaimed should be trans-
ferred to the general reovenue fund as provided in Seetion 13,
BUpRrae -

Respactfully submitted,

AUBREY R, HAVMETT, Jr.
Asalstant Attorney General

AP. ROVED3

Je L. TAYLOR
Attormey Genersal

ARHVIM




