
COUNTY MEMORIALS : State's contribution to county memorial to 
Monroe County apvroved; to Knox County 
disapproved . 

F t LED 
NoYcmbe:r 16 , . 1948 

Honorable B. • Boward 
Comptroller 
Dep recent of evenue 
Jeff rson City, 1 ouri 

Dear Sir: 

This is in reply to your lett~r or recent date requesting 
an off icial opinion of t h .ls depart .. ant and enclosing certified 
co)ies of orders of the coun ty courts or Monroe Count~ nnd 
Knox County, upon Ybich such c ounties base a reques~ tor the 
al lowance to such counties of ··1, 000 . 00 by the s tate as pro­
~ided in Section l$44o , R. S . lo . 1939 . 

We find that tho:;, certified c opy of th~ o1•der of the 
county court of ·Knox C ... J.ty, dato ... Dccc:mbtU" 22 , 19 7, pl'ovides 
~hat a contra9t tor the o~tnbl1o ent of a mox Cvun ty omor1al 
Fair has b en entered into by the .no~ Co :.1 ty ~ir ssociation 
and Post ~o. ~822 or the Vetorsna of orel~l .~·s of ita . 
Un cr tho contract, the ¥~ox Cour. air· 3~ociatlon a~reed 
ane tunled OV r to tbc F.nox County Veterans of Foreion ars 
Post 1 , 000 . 00 to be used !'or the purpose of form:tns the Knox 
Co~nty ~ emorial I• air o.nd coc:p y n4 \11th octlon 1:5~4 , R. ~ . 
Ko . 193) . One tlousand dollars ln Unitod ~tates Government 
Bon<is h ... J baon placed ln the custody of John .oodwar•u , the 

)J 

county clerk, to be he:ld in escrow l'or the purpose or establish­
ing , ·constructlng and operating a Knox County emorial ~air­
c;r..,unds un er th.e sponsorship of the Veterans of 'Foroi.£,:1 • ars 
chapter . he order fUrther provides tha~ the county court ordered 
that a Knox County amorial lair Association bo formed• and that 
the ra~rgrounds he lettered in ~ory, and apprec1 tion 0 the 
services of First orld War sold t rs . While it is not por-
reetly clear just what is contemplated by the ordor of the 
Knox County Cm1rt, it apparently is an attempt by the county 
court to contribute 1.ooo.oo of county funds to a Imox County 
Memorial air , which is to be operated by the local Veterans 
of Foreign ars Post and baaed on such order a request is 
maa~ that the state match such allotnent . 

~e are or the view that ections 15444, 15445 and 1544u. 
R. S . Mo . l93y, do not permit the contribution by a couoty to 
a ·menorial fairgrolmds , and furth r airect that the construction 
ot tho emorial b un er t he sup rvision and direction of the 
county court . Section 1~444 proviaes in part as roll ows: 

• 
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" * * * a memorial building, monument or 
other suitable testimonial &hall be erected 
or placed in each of the counties of the 
atate and 1n cities not part ot a county. 
Such memorial may be a building or a monu­
ment or in the form of tablets suitably 
inscribed and placed in some building at 
the county seat of such counties or ab such 
p laces designated by the county courts of 
said county and in said citiea not part 
of a county. The exact nature of such 
memorial shall be determined by the county 
court of the county or by the municipal 
aaaembly of said city . " 

We are of the opinion that the above quoted proviaion 
limits the type of memorial which may be construet~d under the 
provisions ot these sections, and trat a memorial fairgrounda 
is not one of the purposes per.mitted by the act , We believe , 
alao, the fact that apparently the entire control and manage ­
ment of the fairgrounds by t he looal Veterans of Foreign ara 
Post violates the provision• of Section 15445. 

Therefore , it is our opinion that sinoe said seytiona 
have not been co::tplied with, the application of Knox County 
.should be disapproved . 

The certified copy of the order of Monroe County dated 
December 8, 1947 , states that upon application by Veterans of 
Worl d War II , the County Court of Monroe Co~mty, Missouri , 
appropriateu ~1 , 000 .00 for carryinR out the provisions of 
Laws of 19~9, pages. 7~ , 79 and 80 , which are now ~ectiona 
1~444, 15445 and 15446• The order further provided that such 
moneys should be used in the erection of a building, monument 
or other auitable testimonial to be erected or placed in Monroe 
County, Missouri . It further provided that the appropriation 
was on condition that the State of IUssouri allot a like 

OI.Ult • ' 

lfuile tho specific locat ion of the memorial ia not set 
out in tne order, except insofar aa it states that it will 
be located in ~onroe County, we believe that such order is 
sufficient . It aypears that the county court will follow 
the proviaiona of the law and construct the t ype of memorial 
authorized by the statutes and that such county court will 
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erect the memorial an4 carry out the provisions or Article 11, 
Chapter 138, R. s . Mo . 1939 . 

, 
Therefore , we are of the opinion that the request of 

Monroe County should be approved . 

Respectrully submitted, 

C . B . BURlfS, JR. 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVED: 

J . e. TAYLOR 'f#2! 
Attorney General · 

.. 
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