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TR1INING BOARD: ·constructio.n of 5eotibn 8994.~enate Bill 
Bo. 289 1 passed by the 64th General As­
aambly, relating to commitments to the State 
Board of Training Schools . 

Board of Trai ning SChools f ?r .Boya 
State of Miaaouri · 
Jeff erson C1ty, Missouri 

Attentions Mr. Jamea c. Neagle• 

I 
Asa18tant Director 

Gentlemens 

~bi8 will aCknowledge receipt or your re­
cent letter, eneloaing a letter from ur. ert E. 
Fenenga. Superintendent of the Training Schoola 
f or Boya at Boonville, Miaaouri, requesting an 
opinion which reada s · . 

"Will you please get a clearif1-
cation from the ~ttorney General's 
Off 1ee regarding the mean~ or 
Section 899•. or Senate Bill No . 
289. linea 7 . e, 9 and 10, in­
clusive, which state , ' Except where 
a child who 18 convicted ot a crtme 
and aenteneed tor a per iod ot time 
whiCh will .not expire unt11 after 
h1a 21st birthday, all co~tmenta 
to the Board ahall be made tor an 
indeterminate period of time .• · 

"The point which I s hould like to 

' 

have cleared up 1a whether thia 1a to 
be interpreted that Judgea JU:1 atill. • 
aend off~der8 for a atated length 
of time, 8&7 up to h1a 2la t birthday, 
or that aentenoes for Juvenile• are 
atrictly indeterminate. it the lat­
ter ia true, then please tell ua What 
i8 meant by the phraae relating· to hia 
21st birthday. 
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Board of '!raining Schoola for Boya 
Attnl Mr. James c. Neagle• 

. .. 

' 
"Another interpretation which might 
be placed on this pbraseoloSJ 1a 
tha t these lines apply only to girla 
a1nce they may be committed to an 
institution until the age f1 21J and 
another interpretation might be that · 
thia phrase &JWliea to 7outha who 

\ rtJII41 have been comm1 t ,te4 bet~• Jlaroh 
. 4, 1948, the date when this act went 
into effect. · 

I 

"I shoUld greatly appreciate an of­
ticial interpretation of What ~ 
law intenaa.• 

Section '8994 (1}, S~nate Bill No . 289 , passed 
by the 64th General Assembly readal 

"Any boy over the age ot 12 years and 
under the age of 17 years and any girl 
over the age of 12 years and under the 
age of 21 years who has been convict9d 
of a cri~ or ~ho -1a found b} the juve­
nile or c1r cui t court to be in need o£ 
training school education ·and 'discipline 
~ be co~tted to the state board or 
tra1nin£ schools. Except where a child 
who ia convicted ot a crime and sentenced 
for a period of time whi~ w111 not ex­
pire until af'ter h is 2_lat birthday, all 
commitments to .the ooard ahall be made 
for an indeterminate period of t 1me." 

SuCh boys or girls as are referred to herein­
above in ~ection 8994 of said Bill, f or boya over 12 
years and under 17 yeara of age, and for girls over 12 
and UDder 21 yeara of age, when convicted ot a crime an4 
when found by a juvenile or circuit court to need train­
ing ar discipline, may be committed to the State Board 
of Train~ Schools. That much of the law aeema to be 

. aelf-explanatorJ and needa no turther construction. Bow, 
we come to the part that is aomewhat amb1guoua, hOweYer, 
a careful analyaia convicea ua that only oaa conclusion 
can be reached aa to the legialat~ve intent tn ·enacting 
Senate Bill No. 28i, aupra. r 
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Board of Training Schoo-la for Bo7a 
Attn 1 1lr. Jamea C. Neagle a 

\. 

The prtmary rule ot construction ot statutes ia 
to aacertain the lawmaker'• intent from the warda uaed, 
and to give it tbati effect. Sees FischbaCh Brewing Co. 
vs. City of St. Louis, 95 s:w. (2d) 335, 231 Mo. App. 7i3. 
Alaos St~te va. Ball , 171 ~·W. (2d) 787. 

t We believe that the legislative intent 1D en~ 
acting Senate Bill No. 289, supra, waa that all commit­
menta to said Board shall be made tor an indeterminate 
period of time, except, where said boys or girls are con­
Yicted of a crime and sentenced for a period which will 
not expire until after hia or her 21st birthday and 1n 
auch case the commitment mu.at apecltJ' the exact time tor 
which he or she was sentenced. 

3ection 8996(2) Senate Bill No. 289, supra, rur­
ther authorizes aaid Board to transfer any child under 
ita Jurisdiction to an7 other inatitution for children, 
public or private, it the Board dee~ it advisable, and 
further provides that said Board may, for purpose of dis­
cipline, with the Governor 's approval, tran.afer persona 
committed to its custody, to a atate adult correctional 
1natitut1on, provided that no person committed to said 
Board for an indeterminate period of time shall be con­
fined 1n such adult correctional institution after reach~ 
ing the age ot 21 years. By reading Section 8996, supra, 
along with Section 8994, supra, we are of the op1D1on that' 
' the Legialature baa prescribed a complete scheme for the 
proper training and education for such boys and girls com­
mitted to aaid Board. 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, it ia the opinion of th1a Department 
that any boy or girl committed to the State Board ot 
Training SChoola, · when the boy ia over the age of 12 and 
under 17 }"ears of age, and the girl ia over the age ot 
12 and under the age ot 21 7eara, such co~tmenta &hall 

- be tor an indeterminate period of time, except in such 
cases where the child mafbe convicted ot a crime and sen­
tenced for a period whiCh w~ll run after h1a 2lat b~~tbday, 
and 1n auch cas" the coi!JID.itment muat include the specific 
time that he shall be committed to aaid Board. 

APPROVED: 

J. E. TAYLOR 
Attor.n~General 

ARHzir1$ 

Reapecttu~ly submitted, 

AUBREY R ~ HAIAIETT 1 Jr. 
Assistant Attprne7 General 


