
T 

.. 

~· ~UNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL : Private or pay patients are eligible 
for admission into a county memorial 
hospital or a memorial addition to an 
existing county hospital . 

. J.{o.y 19. 1948 F! LE 0 

7h 
Honor3b1o Ton Proctor 
M13souri Stnto Renresontativo 

· Greenfio ld, IJ1n so Uri 

Dear Mr. Proctora 

Your .· lotter of .recent do.to roquostin.g the opinion of this 
department for tho 1ntorprotat1on of House Bill Uo . '756 of the 
63rd General Assembly , nnd Sonata Bill No . 322 of the 64th 
General Asso bly, ronda ns followaa 

~e contemplate building a hospital hora 
in Dado County. or courso t/e n.im to WJe 
tho Olo,ooo. oo as provided for 1n Sonata 
Bill 322 and Hous& ilill 756 . 

" Now we des 1ra t~ opinion of your office 
as to ~hother a cotmty fu building an:l 
ma1nto.1nins a County Hospital as provided 
for under Houso Bill 756 and Sonato Bill 
322 would be por.mittoc to aclmit private 
or ~id patients . " 

Tho questions prosontod by your lottcr aro: 

1. Can privata or pny pnt1ontn bo admitted to n county 
:1ocpi tal tinde:- Houso '!'?.~ 11 No. '75G, passod by •tho 63l"d Genoral 
, sse lbly o.nd appl"oved A:)ril 10, 1946, as fo1md ... at pages 983-
986, incluslvo, Laws of Yissour1 , 1945? 

2. Can pr1vnto or pny pntionts be admittod to a county 
mamorinl hospital, o~ a memorial addition to an oxiSt1ng 
county hospital, as provided tor 1n Sonata Bill No . 322 , 
passed by the 64th Genornl Asaorubly nnd approvod April 13, 
1948? 

../ 

-

House Dill No . 756, supra, c.o nppl~ovod, ropoa.1od Sections 
15192 to 15197, both inclusive of Article 4, Chaptor 126, R. 
s . Uo . 1939, and roenactod 1n liou thoroof fqur new sections 
to be .mown as Sect!.ons 15192 to 15195, both inclusive . Sec­
tion 15193 of tho abovo approved aouse Bill, Ltl\"iS o!' Ltissouri, 
194:5, was reponlod by House Bill no . 24, pn.ssod by the 64th 
General Aseocb1y and appr ovod Jul~ 7, 1947, and two now sections were 
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enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as Sections 15193 end 
.15193&, Laws of Missouri, 1947, pa5e 323. These new sections, 
together with Sections. 15198 to 15209, both inclusive, R. s . 
Mo . 1939, constitute now Article 4, Chapter 126, R. s . Mo. 
1939. 

Section 15192, page 984, Laws · or. Missouri, 1945, 1n part 
roads: 1 / . 

"The county courts of the several counties 
of this state are hereby autho~izod, ~a 
provided in t h is Article, t~ establish, 
construct, equip, improve, extend, repair 
and maintain public hospital)s, * ~:- * ~- u 

Section 15193, Laws of Missouri, 1947, page 323, provides 
that the county court shall appoint five trustees chosen from 
tho citizens at large, with reference .to their fitness for 
such office, all residents of the county, not more than three 
of- said trustees to be· residents of the city, town or village 
1n which said hospital is to be located, who shall constitute 
a board of t~stees of said public hospital . 

Section 15202, R, s , Mo. 1939 , provides thats ' 

"Every hospital ostablished under thia 
article shall be for tho benefit of tho 
inhabitants of such county and of aaz 
person falling sick or being injure or 
maimed within its limits, but~~ 
inhabitant or porson who is no~auper 
shiiii .lll!l. to such boa'M orhospita trustees 
or such officer as it shall desig.n4ta for 
such county public hospital , a ·reasonable 
camlensation for occupancy, nursing, care, 
mad cine, or att endants, according to the 
rules and regulations prescribed by said 
board, i~ * ;z. .,~ . n 

(Underscoring ou~s . ) 

The above section specifically provides for admitting 
patients to county public hospitals who are not paupers and 
who ·ehall pay reasonabl e compensation for tho benefits received 
therein• House Bill No . 756, Laws of Missouri, 1945, did not 

/ ch.ange Section 15202, R. s. l4o . 1939, and, therefore, private 
,or pay patients can be admitted to a county pUblic hospital. 
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Roforring to Senate Bill Uo . 322, approved April lS, 
1948 (by a joint resolution of tho Logiolaturo will become 
affective July 19, 1948, boi~ 90 dayo after rocossinc of 
Legislature for more than 30 dayo ), in its true ~aaning pro­
vides for a monument- to bo oroctod in memory of tho service 
mon and women of our state and country of v·orld v·ar II, ard 
provides that this monument ohall bo in tho form of a county 
memorial hospital , or a momorinl add1ticn to an ox1stinr, _ 
county hospital . Section 1 of thin bill providea that upon 
certification to tho Gove1nor by tho bounty court that such 
county has available an adoouato sum of money to bo used for 
tha purchase or aroction nnd tl~ operation of a county mem­
orial hospital or a memorial addition to an oxiotin0 county 
hoapital commemorating tho sorvioes of our ar.mod forces during 
Vio1•ld War II, t hen such county shall bo olic;ible to recoivo 
stnto financial a1d to build such a memorial hospital or a 
raetnorial addition to an oxtstinri coWlty hospital, which has 
boon certified to tho Governor by tho director of the div!eion 
of health and is , in his judGment , 1n tho interest or ~blic 
hoalth and welfare . f: ithout makina reference to tho l !ta­
t! on of tha use of such Memori al , except that such memorial 
shall bo a hospital for tha interest of public health and 
welfare , wo think that Sonata Bill No . 322 should be road in 
connection with tho ~uct;ion~v in f .. rticlo 4, Chapter 126, R. S . 
Uo. 1939 , and thO amendment~ thoroto . 

Wo are unable to 1ntorprot the action of the Legislature 
1n paasine these now soct1ono to restrict or limit the type 
of patient who shall be admitted to the county memorial . 
hospital or to a z:10mor1a.~ addition to an oxiotinc cgunty . 
hospital , and whon tho samo he.a boon oonplotod and dedicated 
to its purpose·, th~ intent -of Seno.te Dill No . S22, supra , hns 
for all praot1onble purposov boon complied with , and the use 
of said memorial woul d bo undor tho rulea and ro0ulntions now 
proscribed in Article 4 , Chapter 126 , R. s . Uo . 1939 , as 
amended, applying to county public hoop1tnls , nnd wo do not 
think that the Leg islo.turo 1ntondod thnt private or pay 
patients shoul d bo prohibited from boing admitted into such 
hospital. 

COirCLUSIOlf 

TherJforo , i t is tho opinion of this dopartmont that , 
private or pay patients o.ro e~igiblo for admission into a 
county memorial hospi tal , or a memorial addition to an existing 
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county hospital , oroctod in nccordnnco with Senato Bill No . 
322, passed by the 64th Genoral Assembly and approved by the 
Governor on April 13, 1948, offe~tive July 19, 1948 • 

APPROVED & 

J . E. '!'AYLOR ~
10

.2;:1 
Attorney General/~i7 

GPWaVill 

I 

. 
Respectfully ~ubm1tted , 

GORDOU P. WEIR 
Assistant Attornsy General 

' 

I 


