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MOTOR VEHICLES: Motorcycle dealer's licenae plates may not 
DEALERSa be used on automobiles offered for sale by 

such dealers. 

Col. HUgh H. Ylacgon~, Superintement 
Jl1aaour1 State H!gbiaJ Patrol 
Jet"toreon CitJ, 1118aour1 
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Dear Slrt 

Fit ED 

tJ3 

!hie ia 1n repl-y to your lettor ot recent date wherein 
JOU request an ottic!al opinion on the tollowfn8 statement 
and question& 

• 4 motorc,-cle dealer, whoeo bua 1neas la 
primarily tbe 4elllng and exchange of' new· 
and used motorcycles, on occaa1an take a 
in an autc:aob1le lind oft era it t~ sale. 

•'lhe question ha8 been raised by the 
dealer aa to whothor or not he baa a 
right to uae hie motorcycle de.aera 
license plat~s on cara which he otters 
tor. sale, 1n the bua1neaa of h18 deale~ 
ah1p." 

._.. The atatutea prov141ng ror l.icena1.llg of motor veh1cl• 
dealers ccmt&in the ' tollCIW1ng prov1e1ona • I&wa Ot M1aeour1, 
1946, page 1195. Section ~'f det1nea the terma "dealer." 

--

~motorcycle" and •motor ~eh1clea" aa tollowac ' 
I 

"'Deal.e~~· .Aiiy p$rson, firm, corporation., 
aasoctation, agent or aub~gent engaged 
1n the sale or exchange of' new, used or 
reconatrueted motor vehicles or trailer..• 

"'KGtorcJcle.• A motor voh1clo oporatod 
on two wheela.• 

"'Motor vehicle.' Arrj aelt-propelled 
v8hicle not operated exclus1 vel7 upon 
tracks, except ,tarm trac tore. • 

Section ~'71 o.t' tbe act. Laws or K1seourt. 19~, ~ 
U99,. requlree dealers to make application for a dealer's 
llcenae end to ~y a tee thoret"or. Tbia section prov148a 
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~ one rate tor ~eg1atrat1on aa a dealer. The zregia~ration 
tee i.e $21. 00. which inclUdes two aeta ~ number plat••• am 
tor an additional $10.50. a duplicate aet ot l'lUd>er platea 
J».'7 be_ obtained b7,_~e dealer. · · 

On the question of whether or not a dealer Who .haa mot«-­
o,-cle dealer' a 11c$nae pl.& tea •7 u.ae these pl.atea on au~ 
biles wb.1ch he _, . seu. wo ~ the question would be . 
det•rmiried b7 Whether or not euCh a dealer is violating &Ill 
ot tho motor vehicle lawa . Subaect1~ (b) or Seotlon 837'7. 
Lawa or lllieourt. 194'7 •. ~ 385, prov14es u :rouowaa 

" (b) The plates 18au8d to •nutac~u.rera 
imd dealers shall bear ~ho lotte~ 'D t ~:­
cedlll8 the nu.mbor ·and tlle Director or . 
Revenue 18 au tliorized to place upon · suCh 
number plat•s othor. letters or =arka t~ 
dut1ngU:iah eQI2U8rc1al JIOtor vehicles and 
trailers and otbor t)pea ot ·motor vehicles.• 

. 
tt'heae pravisiona would aut.':lor1zo tli8 Director or Rneu 

to baye placed on platea letters or marka to d1at~h them 
trom being a dealer's l1cenae for autaztob1lea or ·ror mota-­
O'J'Clea• etc . · SUbseet1on (c) or thie eame section providea 
•• .f'oUowaa 

"(c) Be.f'ore bemz operated on G:tO' h1~­
way of this stnte every. motor vehicle or 
trailer shall bnve displ.a78d: thl!t permanent 
11cenae plates or temporary porm1t 18aued 
b7 the Director Of Revenue entirely un­
obscured, 'Wl.obstruetod, all pa.rts tttoreof' 
plalntly visible and kopt reaso~bly clean, 
and so ~aatened aa not to awing . On ill 
motor veb1cl.os one .plato shall be displayed 
on the tx-ont and tho othor on tho rear ot 
such motor vehicle, not loan than eight · 
nor more than forty-e1ght 1nchoa above the 
groulid , except that on traUera, motor­
c7cles # J30to~tr1eyclea am motor scooters 
one pl.ate sblUl. be so <11spl.ayed on the rear 
the reo!' . • . ..... , 

. 
Th1a aectlon, 1t will bo noted, reqllir8a a ltcenee plit.te 

to be dlepla7ed on the trcmt and rear of motor vehielee., ~ 
except ta1lera,. ~cles, motortr1cyclea 8114 motor ecooten, 
which aball be required to displaf Only one plate an the N&r 
thereat. S1.nce a dealer 1n moto~yelea woUld have onl.7 cme · 
11ce•• plate Under tbis section, ~hen lie woti.ld not be campJ.7-
~ w1th the law 1t be .attempted to aell autaaoblln Ulll!er the 



\ 

. . . .. .. 

) 

Col; Hugh B~ Waggoner 

deiller's ·11cenae 1a81J8d to h1m to sell IIIOtorc,-clea . · 

It auch a deal.et- ' 1a not campl'Jing wt th th8 law~ tMn. we 
tbtnk he would be subject to the pen&1t1ea provided tor 1n' 
aubaectiao (4) ot Section 94DJ, R. S . llo. 1939, :whioh r8a4j 
aa t'olla.aa 

"(d) A:trr peNon Who v1olatoe 11117 ot the 
other prov1a1ona at this article shill• 
upon conv1ct1on :thereof', be punished bJ 
a tine ot not lese than five dollars 
($5.00) or more than five hundred dollarS cesoo.oo> or- by 1Dspr1sonmont 1n the 

· count,' jail tor a term not exceeding two 
7ear, or by both such fino and 1mpr1aGD­
ment . • 

~ 

The aectiona ·of tho statutes herombetore referred to 
aDd reenacted 1n Laws ot Jl1ssour1, 1945 am 1947, •re OP!.g-
1.Dall)" 1il A.rt~cl.e 1, ChApter 46, which 1.8 the • ._ article 
referred to 1n aUba~t1on (d) c4 s-ection 8404, bere1Dabc:l!!'• .· 
set out. ~refo~. a1nce the motorc'Jole dealeJ.4 baa Cll1l7 
cae 11cenee plate to be displayed on the rear ot motorcyclea 
eold by htm, then be could not ooiJpl'f with subsection (b) fit 
Section ~Tl, IALwa of II1seot.n-1, 1947, supra, and aa a NaUlt 
thereat, btt would be sUbject to the Pf)nalt1ea imposed by aa14 
a\ibaection (d) of Sention 8404, R. S. Jlo . 1939. 

C mrc LUS ION 

From the foreeotng. it 18 the op1ri1on ot th1a department 
that a motor vehicle dea1or, who ba.s moto.reyele 11cenae plates 
1aeued to h1m by the Director or Rovenue, may not uae a\ich 
pJ.a:tea on autcmobilea which he ot~ors for sale in the buatneaa 
ot a motor vehicle dealer . · 

APPROVEDs 

J. R. TAYIIOlf'ffi;P 
Attol'IWJ aez{~ 

T'l'-lBtVLII 
J 

Ro~pectfUlly eubm1tted, 

fiRE n. BURTON 
Assistant Attome7 General 
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