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1!0TOR .VEHICLES: 

SUSPENSION OF DRIVERS ' 
LICENSES: 

Section 8461 R. S.A. Mo ., 1939, not r epealed 
by section 5 of l~otor Vehicle Safety Res­
ponsibility Law, Laws of Missouri , 1945 ; pages 
1207 t o 1~22 i nclusive, an~ particularly 
sections 5 t hereof , although modified and 
supplemented thereby. 

May 13, 1949 

sz_ 
/~ Mr. John Allison, Supervisor 

Motor Vehicle Registration 
nnd Drivers ~ Lioense 
State Capitol F t LE If\ 
Jefferson City, Ui ssouri 

Pear Ur . Allison : 

. . l . . ,..· ~ 

I 
We have a letter dated Maroh 8 , 1949, of 1-ir . R. N. Eid 11v.u ·--

your predecessor in office, i n ~·h1ch_ he requeots an opinion of tliis 
department . His letter is as follows: 

4This department respectfully requeste an opinion 
froc your office as to certain sections in the 
Drivers' License Lnw, i . e . Seot1on 8461, Pa~~ 122 
and Section 5, Page 8 of the Motor Vehicle Safety 
Res,ons1bil1ty Law as t~ whet her t here ;s e con­
flict -tn the t uo laws. 

"We are not sure t~t we can refUse to 1eoue a new 
Driver's License , after the old one hao been revoked 
for one year. According to the Motor Vehicle Safety 
nesponsib1lity Law this depar,t ment can refuse t o 
issue a new license, unless the judgoent has been 
satisfied and the Judgment debtor gives proof of 
Financial Responsibility 1n the future . 

"But, ncooi'd1ng to the Drivers• Licene& La·w·, "ie can 
not suspend or revoke a Driver*s License for a oeriod 
~t more than one yenr. In the caae in point, we took 
up and revoked n Driver ' s License l~st February 6, 
1948 because the judgment rendered against the holder 
of the Driver's License had not been satisfied and is 
still unsatisfied. " 

We have .given the question involved caretu! thought, and have 
examined the t \-10 statutes cited by Mr . Eidaon • . and "re are of t he 
opinion that l1h1le t here is a partial oontliot between the t wo sec­
tions oi ted, the section t•rhich is a part of the Uotor Vehicle Safety 
Responsibility Law, does not repeal the section 8481 n.s.A. Uo. , 
1939, but merely supplements 1t and modifies it in oases which cer­
tain o1roumstanoea exist . 

Section 8461 R. S.A. Ito ., 1939, one ot the sections cited, 
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proVides as follows: 

'The commissioner shall not suspend a license tor 
a period of more than one year and uoon revoking 
a license shall not in any event grant application 
tor a new license until the expiration of one year 
after such revocation." 

The section last cited above vras enacted 1n 1942. 

The Act known as the Motor Vehicle Safety Responsibility Law, 
Laws of Missouri 1945, pages 1207 to 1222 inclusive una enacted in 
1946, about tour years subsequent to the aforesaid section 8461 . 
Section 0 ot said Act enacted in 1946, as aforesaid, and cited by 
your department in its opinion request is in part as follows: 

"(a) The suspensions required in Section 4 Shall 
remain in effect and no other motor ~eh1cle Shall 
be registered in the name of such judgment debtor 
nor any new license issued to such person tor the 
vehicle involved unless and until such judgment 
is satisfied or stayed and the judgment debtor 
gives proof of financial resoonsibility in future 
as hereinafter provided, ~xcept under the condi­
tions as herein stated in the next succeeding 
sections. 
"(b) * ~ ~ * * ~ * * ~ * * * ~ * * ~ * ~ * * * *·" 

The pertinent part of the section last quoted is as follows: 

"The suspension required in Section 4 shall re­
main in effect * * * unless and until such judg­
ment is satisfied or stayed and the judgment deb­
tor Bive~proot of financial responsibility in 
the future as ~ereinatter provided**** • . • 

\ 

From a comparison of the two sections above quoted, it is 
clearly apparent that t he 1942 Act provides t hat a driver' s license 
shall not be suspended for more than ,one yenr, ~mereas, the later 
Aot provides in effect t hpt ~men the suspension results from f ailure 
on the part of the holder of the license to pay any judgment for 
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damages rendered against him growing out of his negligence trom 
operating his motor.vehicle, n sttspens1on ot his license remain• in ~ 
ettect until he pays the judgment and give• satisfactory evidence 
to the commissioner ot his financial responsibility, even though 
the last ment~oned etteotive period ot the suspension might extend 
tar beyond a year. . . 

Your question 'is dlether in a case in· t'lhlch a driver ' a license 
can be suspended because of the driver ' s failure to pay a Judgment 
against him w1 thin thirty days of its rend! tion and in t\'hioh more 
than a 1•ar has elapsed since such suspension, there having been no 
satisfact ion of said Judgment or proof ot financial responsibility, 
the commissioner of motor vehicles 1s Justifi&d pursuant to the 
provision ot the l ast above quoted section in refusing to issue a 
new .dr1ver ' s license. . · 

In answering your question we oall attention to the t aot t hat 
Section 33 of the last quoted Act provides as tollovs: 

"This Act ·ah811 in no respect be considered 
as a repeal of the provisions of the State 
l1oto:r Vehicle Laws, but shall be cons1,dere4 
as supplemental the~eto.• 

In viev ot the prqvision of the later Act to the effect t hat 
it is not to be considered as n repeal of the provisions of the 
earlier Act, 1~ are ot the opinion t hat it is quite clear t hat Sec­
tion 8461 ~. B. A . Mo., 1939, is not repealed by ~he later Act, but 
in view ot the statement in the later Act that it is to be considered 
as supplementar,r to the ea:rlier ~ct, and in view of the provision 
ot the later Act that susoensions of drivers ' licenses must continue 

- unless end until the Judgmen' shall be paid and proof of financial 
responsibility turniahed, we are of the opinion t hat Section 8461 
R.S. A. Uo. , 1939 is supplemented l·T1th an exceptipn to the effect 
thDt in the event t hat the suspension e:;rh' out of the failure- of. the 
dr1 vgr to PllY a Judgment tor damages and furnish proof ot tinancial 
responsibility, the suspension of t he license shall endure until 
suCh :.u~~ent Shall be paid and suoh proof ot financial responsib1lit7 
fttrniehed. 

CONCLUSION • 

. 
We are , therefore , ot the opinion t hat suspensions ot drivers' 

licenses may endure tor only one year unless they occurred as a 



.... 
• .. . 

Mr. John Allison, Supv. - · 4 -

resul~ ot ta1lure to pay a judgment and furnish proof ot tinanoial 
responsibility, 1n rh1ch event they must endure u.nt1~ the Judgment 
1s paid and eat1stactory proof of f1nanc1al reoryons1b111ty is made . 

APPROVED : 

'· E. TAYLOR Attorney General 

SMW:p 

Re~eottully submitted, 

SAUUEL 1!. 'lATSON 
Assistant Attorney General 
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