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MOTOR VEHICLES: Section 8461 R.S.A. Mo., 1939, not repealed

a0 / by section 5 of Motor Vehicle Safety Res-
SUSPENSION OF DRIVERS! ponsibility Law, Laws of Missouri, 1945; pages
LICENSES: ; 1207 to 1822 inclueive, and particularly

: sectlons & thereof, although modified and
supplemented thereby.
May 13, 1049
! - A i

Mr, John Allison, Supervisor ; /‘;’]
Motor Vehicle Registration Feid ;
and Drivers' Liocense ' [jfa
State Capitol : : F 1 L,E Tl

Jefferson City, Hissouri
Dear Mr. Allison: -'j/
We have a letter dated March 8, 1949, of Mr, R, N, Eidgggﬁi““”“”“”‘
is

your predecessor in office, in which he requests an opinion o
department, Hie letter ig ag follows:

4This department respectfully requests an opinion
from your office as to certaln sectiones in the
Drivers' License Law, 1.e. Bection 8461, Pags 122
and Section 5, Pege 8 of the Motor Vehicle Bafety
Responsibility Law as to whether there is a2 con-
flicet 4in the two laws.

"Ye are not sure tﬁﬁ% we can refuse to ieésue a new
Driver's License, after the old one has been revoked
for one year, According to the Motor Vehiecle Safety
Responsibility Law this department caon refuse to
iseue a new license, unless the judgment has been
satiefied and the Jjudgment debtor gives proof of
Financial Responsibility in the future.

"But, according to the Drivers' Licenee Law, we can
not suspend or revoke a Driver's License for a period
»f more than one year. In the cage in voint, we toock
up and revoked a Driver's License last February 6,
1948 because the judgment rendered againest the holder
of the Driver's License hed not been satisfied asnd is
8t111 unsatisfied," : :

We have given the guestion involved careful thought, and have
examined the two statutes cited by Mr. Eideon, end we are of the
opinion that while there is s partial aonrlia% between the two sec-
tions cited, the section which is a part of the Motor Vehicle Bafety
Raaponsibility Law, does not repeal the section 8461 R,8,A, Mo.,
1939, but merely supplemente 1t and modifies i1t in ceses which cer-
‘tain circumstances exiet. ;

Section 8461 R.S.A, Mo,, 1939, one of the sections cited,




provides as follows:

"The commiesioner shall not suspend a license fer
a period of more than one year and upon revoking
a license shell not in any event grant application
for a new license until the expiration of one year
after such revocation,"

The seotion last cited above was enacted in 1942,

Lavws

The Act known as the Motor Vehicle Safety Responsibility Law,
of Missouri 1946, pages 1207 to 1222 inclusive waeg enacted in

1946, about four years subsequent to the aforesald section 8461,
Section B of sald Act enacted in 1946, as aforesald, and cited by

your

department in i1ts opinion request is in nart an follows:

"(a) The suspensions required in Section 4 sghall
remain in effect and no other motor vehicle shall
be reglstered in the name of such judgment debtor
nor any new license issued to such person for the
vehicle involved unless and until such judgment
is satiefied or stayed and the Jjudgment debtor
gives proof of financial responsibility in future
as hereinafter provided, except under the condi-
tions as herein stated in the next succeeding

gections.
l(b)iﬁ!ii!*iiﬁiﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂiiiiii'u'

The pertinent part of the section last quoted is as follows:

"The suspension requirud in Section 4 shall re-
main in effect * # * unlege and until such Judg-
ment 18 satiefled or stayed and the Judgment deb-
tor gives proof of finanelal rslponslbillty 1n
the future as hereinafter provided * # # ¢

From a comparison of the two sections above quoted, it i

clearly apparent that the 1942 Act provides that a drivor's license
shall not be suspended for more than one year, whereas, the later

Act
on the

rovides in effect that when the suspension results from fallure
part of the holder of the license to pay any Judgnent for
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damages rendered against him growing out of his negligenoa from
operating hls motor .vehicle, a suspension of his license remains in
effect until he pays the Judgment and gives satisfactory evidence
to the commizsioner of his finanecial ro:génslbility, even tho

the last mentioned effective period of the suspension might extend
far beyond a year, :

Your question ie whether in a case in which a driver's license
can be suspended because of the driver's fallure to pay a judgment
against him within thirty days of its rendition and in which more
than a year has elapsed since such suspension, there having been no
satisfaction of sald Jjudgment or proof of financial responsibility,
the commissioner of motor vehicles is Jjustified pursuant to the
provision of the last above quoted section in refusing %o 1ssue a
new driver's license.

In ansuuring your question we call attention to the faot that
Section 33 of the last quoted Act provides as fullows: '

"This Act shall in no respect be considered
as & repeal of the provisions of the State
Motor Vehicle Laws, but ghall be considered
as supplemental thereto."

In view of the provielon of the later Act to the effect that
it 18 not to be considered as a repeal of the provisions of the
earlier Act, we are of the opinion that it 18 quite clear that Sec-
tion 8461 R.8.A, Mo,, 1939, 1s not repealed by the later Act, but
in view of the statement in the later Act that it 1s to be considered
as supplementary to the earlier Act, and in view of the provision
of the later Act that suspensions of drivers' licenses must continue

- unless and until the Judgment shall be pald and proof of financial

responsibility furnished, we are of the opinion that Section 8461
R.8.A, Mo., 1939 is supplemented with an exception to the effect

that in the event that the suepension gréw out of the fallure of the
driver to pay a Judgment for damages and furnish proof of financial
re:gonsibllity, e suspension of the license 1 endure until

:u ‘uégment shall be pald and such proof of financial responsibility
urnl o

CONCLUSION,

wo'aru, therefore, of the opinion that suspensions of drivers'
licenses may endure for only one year unless they occurred as a '
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result of fallure t:hi:ay 2 Judgment and furnish proof of financial
responegibility, in ch event they muet endure untild the jJjudgment
is pald and la§infaotory proof of financial responsibility is made.

Respectfully submitted,

SAMUEL M, WATSON
Agelstant Attorney CGenersl

APPROVED: - .

Attorney Generzl




